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Art. I. The Life of Sir Charles Linnaeus, Knight of the Swedith 
Order of the Polar Star, &c. &c. To which 1s added, a Copious 
Lift of his Works, and a Biographical Sketch of the Life of his 
Son. By D.H. Stoever, Ph. D. Tranflated from the driginal 
German by Jofeph Trapp, A. M. 4to. pp. 435. 11. 1s. Boards. 
White. 1794. 

FEW men exift in every age who make fo confpicuous a 
A figure in the temple of fame, as to render the minuteft 
circumftances refpecting them peculiarly interefting. It cannot, 
indeed, be faid that the collection of fuch circumftances is an 
object of capital importance to literature or the ftudy of man- 
kind: but, as they are found to afford very general amufement, 
the public are under obligations to thofe who beftow much time 
and labour in order to entertain them in this manner. The 
celebrated Linné will fcarcely be refufed a place among thofe 
who ftand forward on the lift of eminent men in the period in 
which they have refpectively lived. He formed an era in a very 
extenfive, pleafing, and interefting fcience, and threw a luftre 
not only on his own name and profeflion, but on his country. 
A biographical account of fo extraordinary a genius cannot, 
therefore, fail of engaging the curiofity of a great number of 
readers ; and, as the author before us feems to have fpared no 
induftry to make his work as accurate as poffible, we do not 
wonder at the favourable reception which it has experienced on 
the Continent in its original form ; nor can we refufe our ap- 
probation of the prefent attempt to make it acceffible to Englith 
readers.—-Flow much the name of Linné has already excited 
the attention of the learned appears from the lift of biographical 
writings refpecting him, prefixed to this volume, amounting 
to 34, in various languages :—but, notwithftanding this ap- 
parent abundance of materials for a complete hiftory, Dr. Sto- 
ever found much additional inquiry neceflary, in order to ac- 
complifh his purpofe of uniting minutenefs with all poffible 
accuracy and fidelity. 
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2 Trapp’s Tranflation of Stoever’s Life of Linnaeus. 


Before we proceed to the narrative, we would beg leave to fay 
a word concerning a hint thrown out in the preface, with regard 
to the motto placed under the arms of Linné. Without affecting 
any extraordinary degree of nicety, we confefs that our reli- 
gious feelings are fomewhat offended at the fentence Deus ecre- 
avit, Linnaeus difpofuit, as expreflive of a kind of co-partnerfhip 
in operation between a creature and the creator, the remotetft 
idea of which is, to fay the leaft, abfurd and unphilofophical. 

The firft fe&tion of the Life takes Linné from the cradle to 
the period of his laying the foundations of his botanical cha- 
ra¢ter. He was the fon of a peafant-born village paftor, who 
brought up a family in the narrow condition attending that 
itation in the north of Europe. ‘I'he fondnefs of young Linne 
for plants, which fhewed itfelf at fo early an age as to appear 
almoft inftinétive, may readily be derived from the father’s 
tafte for horticulture, and for the colle&tion of wild flowers 
from the woods and fields around his little manfion. The 
youth was deftined for the church: but an impatience of con- 
finement to ftudies which he did not relifh, and the infuperable 
attachment to Flora which poflefled his mind, fruftrated the 
intentions of his parents. When, in difpleafure and defpair, 
they were about to bind him apprentice to a fhoemaker, he wae 
refcued by a phyfician of the neighbouring town, named Roth- 
mann: who, difcovering in him the latent fire of genius, took 
him into his houfe as a pupil, and probably as an ufeful do- 
meftic, initiated him in medicine, and decided his fate by put- 
ting into bis hand Tournefort’s Elements of Botany. 

‘The 2d fection of this work commences with the arft year 
of Linné’s age, when he went to the Univerfity of Lund. In 
this place he had the good fortune to ingratiate himfelf with 
Stobzxus, profefior of phyfic and botany, who took him gra- 
tuitoufly into his family, and gave him accefs to his mufeum 
and library. A pleafing anecdote is related of him during his 
refidence in this houfe :—As he was of a focial convivial turn, 
and was known to fit up late at night, the profeflor fufpeéted 
that his vigils pafled in cards or romps with the fervants. He 
therefore came fuddenly into the young man’s apartment at a 
late hour; when, inftead of amufements of that kind, he found 
him entrenched amid the works of Tournefort, Bauhin, Cz- 
falpinus, and other great botanifts. This difcovery, as might 
be fuppofed, rendered him a greater favourite with the pro- 
feffor than before. 

The univerfity of Upfal, however, the chief feat of the 
Swedifh Mufes, was the great object of his longing ; and, not- 
withftanding the pecuniary difficulties which ftood in his way, 
he accomplifhed his journey thither in the next year, The medical 
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profeffors there at that period (1728) were Olaus Rudbeck, 
‘un. and Roberg, both old men, and little inclined to improve- 
ment :=~but Olaus Celfius, the profeflor of divinity, was the 
beft botanift in Sweden, and zealous for the fcience. He was 
abfent for fome time after the arrival of Linné; and the poor 
youth, unknown and unpatronized, fel] into a lamentable 
ftate of indigence. He was glad to accept of a meal, and to 
wear the caft cloaths of his fellow ftudents ; nay he even was 
forced to patch their old fhoes with cards and the bark of trees, 
in order to be able to make his botanical excurfions, The 
mind, which poflefles energy and refolution enough to rife 
above fuch difficulties as thefe, is of the very firft clafs, and 
may claim praife to which thofe who are nurfed in the lap of 
eafe and profperity can never eftablifh an equal right. On the 
return of Celfius, fortune proved more favourable : Linné made 
himfelf known to him, engaged his efteem, and obtained free 
board and lodging in his houfe; which he in {ome meafure re- 
paid, by his fervices in affifting the profeflor in compofing his 
Hierchotanicon. 

About this time, a fmall work of Vaillant, a very ingenious 
French botanift, (his Sermo de Struétura Florum,) falling into 
the hands of Linné, afforded him the firft notions of thofe fexual 
diftinctions of flowers which afterward became the ground- 
work of his celebrated /y/fem. Attracted by thefe new views 
of the vegetable creation, he purfued the fubject with many ad- 
ditional obfervations, and drew up a manufcript treatife on the 
fexes of plants. This attempt came to the knowlege of Profeffor 
Rudbeck, and gave him fuch an opinion of the writer, that he 
took Linné into his houfe, and appointed him his affiftant le€turer. 
This was in 1730, when Linné had completed his 23d year. 
Thus the pati to fame and advancement was laid open to him, 
and the whole remainder of his life confifted in a continual and 
rapid progrefs through it. | 

The next feétion of the work begins with the appointment 
of Linné, by the Swedifh Academy of Sciences, to make a 
journey of difcovery in Lapland. Such was the poverty of 
Sweden, that the fum devoted to this purpofe amounted only 
to 7/. 10s, fterling !| He undertook this long and moft uncom - 
fortable expedition with all the ardour of an enthufiaft ; and, 
during the courfe of it, (from May to the end of Otober,) he 
underwent dangers and difficulties which, accuftomed as he 
was to hardfhips, exercifed all his patience and refolution :— 
but he returned rich in many undefcribed objects of nature, and 
in obfervations on the country and its inhabitants. His diary 
kept on this tour remains in MS, but the botanical matter was 
pablithed in two parts of a Florula Lopponica, inferted in the 
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4 Trapp’s Tranflation of Stoever’s Life of Linnaus. 


Swedifh Tranfactions. The plants in this catalogue were ar- 
ranged according to his newly projected fexual fyftem. 

Having now acquired fome celebrity, he began, in the year 
173%, to give lectures on botany, chemiftry, and mineralogy, 
at Upfal ; which were well received. The fpirit of envy and 
rivalry, however, inftigated Profeflor Rofen to enforce a fta- 
tute of the Univerfity, which excluded every one, who had not 
taken his degrees, from the office of a public lecturer. Stung 
to the quick with this ungenerous treatment, which blafted all 
his profpects, Linné was provoked to fhew his refentment in a 
very unwarrantable manner. He drew his {word on Rofen as 
he came out of the fenate-houfe, and was with difficulty pre- 
vented from running him through the body: nay, he for fome 
time continued to meditate a bioody revenge, and would pro- 
bably have executed it, had he not, as he himfelf related, bee: 
diverted from the defign by the impreflion which his mind re- 
ceived one night on waking from a horrid dream. From this 
anecdote, an idea may be formed of the fiery and refentful 
temper which, through life, too much characterized the hero of 
this narrative. 

A journey to Dalecarlia, with fome young nobles his pupils, 
was the occafion of his tarrying at the mining town of Fahlun, 
where he eftablifhed a kind of college of mineralogy under the 
aufpices of the governor of the province. Here he became ac- 
quainted with the daughter of Morzeus, a man of eminence, 
and phyfician to the province, and with difficulty obtained the 
father’s confent to marry her in three years, if fhe fhould re- 
main fingle till that period. His great objeé&t now was to gain 
a doftor’s degree and to fettle in the practice of phyfic. By 
the help of his intended bride, he was equipped for a journey 
to Hardenwyk in Holland, where he meant to graduate; and 
with his departure the fe€tion ends, 


Sect. 4, is employed in giving a hiftory of botany, from its. 


origin among the Greeks to the time in which it was newly 
modelled by Linné. From this part of the work we think it un- 
neceflary to make extraéts, fince it is itfelf an abridgement, and, 
in our opinion, inferior to Dr. Smith’s difcourfe on the fame 

fubject, prefixed to the firit vol. of the Linnean Tranfaétions. 
‘Che travels of Linné to forcign countries form an interefting 
topic for the fifth fe@ion. He took his courfe by Hamburgh to 
Hardenwyk; at which univerfity he obtained the degree of 
doctor of phyfic. For his academical exercife, he defended a 
new hypothefis concerning the caufes of intermitting fevers ; 
one of the principal of which he afferted to be, the ufe of 
weter impregnated with argillaceous particles. His thefis 
bears the date of June 24, 1735, when he was in his 28th 
year. 
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year. Leyden was the next place which he vifited ; where his 
great obje& was to obtain an introduction to Boerhaave. This 
was no eafy matter, as that celebrated man fet too high a va- 
lue on his time to be liberal of it in conferences with ftrangers: 
—but the profpectus of his Sy/lema Natura, which Linne 
printed for the firft time at Leyden, and prefented to Boer- 
haave, obtained for him the honour which he folicited. The 
great man appointed an interview at his villa; which fucceeded 
fo well for Linné, that the old profeflor advifed him to give up 
all thoughts of returning home, and to feck his fortune in 
Holland. Linné pleaded his difability, on account of indigence, 
and mentioned his defign of leaving Leyden the very next day. 
We are not told that Boerhaave (one of the richeft men in his 
country,) made any effort to detain him. He gave him, how- 
ever, a letter to Burmann, botanical profetlor at Amfterdam, 
which fecured him a good reception there; and Burmann con- 
ceived fo high an opinion of the Swede, that he took him into his 
houfe for the purpofe of obtaining his help in his defcription of the 
plants of Ceylon. Boerhaave farther ferved Linné very eflen- 
tially by recommending him to George Cliffort, the rich bur- 
gomafter and great collector, of Amfterdam, as his houfe phy- 
fician and botanift, Cliffort, accordingly, made an exchange 
with Burmann of a copy of Sloane’s Hiftory of Jamaica againtt 
the naturalift; and he took Linné home with him to Harte- 
camp, his villa, and at once raifed him to a ftate of affluence 
{carcely conceivable by a poor Swede, for he had an appoint- 
ment of a ducat a day, exclufively of board. 

The refidence in. a paradife fraught with treafures from all 
parts of the globe, together with books, learned company, and 
good living, muft have made Linné the happieft of mortals. 
He ftudied, wrote, and extended his fame and principles. 
An agreeable variation of his employments was a journey to 
England in 1736, at Cliffort’s expence, for the purpofe of en- 
riching his garden. Sir Hans Sloane was at that time at the 
head of natural hiftory in this country: but a warm recom- 
mendation of Linné to him, from Boerhaave, procured on! y acold 
and common reception. Linné vifited Miller at the Chelfea- 
garden, and, after fome unpromifing attempts, fucceeded in 
infpiring that botanift with a favourable opinion of him. A 
man of fuperior knowlege, Dillenius, at Oxford, received him 
at firft with jealoufy and diflike, but at laft treated him with 
civility. “che botanical garden at Oxford feems to have been 
what beft anfwered the expedtations of the great Swedith bo- 
tanift in England ; and he returned to Hartecamp enriched 
with many natural treafures, and furnifhed with new. connex- 
ions, which proved of fubfequent utility to him, 
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Linné now proceeded with renewed fpirit and confidence in 
his great plan of botanical reform, and he gave to the world his 
firft edition of the Genera Plantarum in the beginning of 1737. 
In this, the fexwal fyfem was difplayed in its complete ftate ; 
and he arranged, according to the fame method, the Horius 
Cliffortianus and the Flora Lapponica, which both appeared in 
that year. “fhe reputation which he gained by thefe works did 
not prevent his becoming a prey‘to melancholy; the true caufe 
of which was a longing after his own country, and for the fight of 
his intended bride. Having refided a while with Van Royen in 
Leyden, whom he aided in forming a new fy{tem of botany, 
he vifited Paris, where he met with a polite reception, and was 
admitted a correfponding member of the Academy of Sciences. 
France, however, was not yet prepared for exchanging the 
fyftem of her own Tournefort and Vaillant, for that of the 
Swede. From this country he took his departure by fea for 
Sweden, where he arrived in September 1738. 

The narration is here fufpended, in order to give, in the 6th 
feftion, a fummary of Linne’s literary contefts and opponents. 
‘The great Haller, his fuperior in general knowlege, but his 
inferior in originality and the fpirit of fyftem, is placed firft on 
the hilt; yet it was only in occafional criticifms and reviews of 
the works of Linné that Haller publicly appeared as his oppo- 
nent; and he was more habitually his friend, correfpondent, 
and admirer. Their friendfhip, however, was interrupted, 
and at length terminated, by jealoufies and bickerings; in 
which the pride and petulance of Linné feem fully as much to 
blame as the more ftately felf-confequence of Haller. Pros 
feflor Heiiter was a more bitter and much lefs refpectable an- 
tagonift ; and he fpirited up one of his pupils, Siegefbeck, to 
fall on Linné in a manner that only expofed his own ignorance 
and prefumption. It was a temporary triumph for Heifter, 
that, after unfuccefsfully attacking the fexual fyftem, he could 
adduce a {mall publication of John Henry Burkhard, a German 
phyfician, dated 1702, in which a hint is given of the pofli- 
bility of forming an arrangement of plants according to the 
differences of their parts of generation:—but Linné could 
prove that he never faw this obfcure performance ; and if he 
had, it could have detracted little from his merit, that another 
had flightly fuggefed a plan which he had brought to execution. 
Many refpectable names, however, appear as opponents of the 
new fyftem ; among whom may be mentioned Klein, Crantz, 
Alfton, Camper, Pontedera, Spalanzani, Adanfon, and the 
illuftrious de Buffon. In his own country, Linné had a de- 
clarec and acrimonious adverfary in the great mineralogift 

W allerius. 





PRPS 


: 
’ 
. . 
ree 


ROAR 


Trapp’s Tranflation of Stoever’s Life of Linnaeus. 7 


Wallerius. In order to refute the afperfions of this philofopher, 
Linne printed a {mall anonymous work entitled Ordis erudtti 


judicium de Car. Linnai M. D. feriptis, in which he drew a 


{ketch of his life and writings, and publifhed all the tefti4 
monies in his favour given by men of eminence, in various 
parts of Europe, the fubftance of which is tranfcribed in the 
prefent work. ‘This was a dignified, though perhaps an often- 
tatious, mode of filencing attacks; more to his honour, however, 
than the method which he is here faid to have taken in order 
to mark his Tenfe of gratitude and of refentment toward foreign 
botanifts—which was, by affixing the names of his friends on 
beautiful and valuable plants, and thofe of his enemies on the 
ugly and noxious. Here was a difplay of that littlenefs of 
mind which mixed itfelf with his great qualities ; and the tempt- 
ation, thus to abufe the aflumed botanical privilege of naming 
new plants after perfons, juttifies, in our opinion, Haller’s ob- 
jections againft that common practice. 

Seét. 8. returns to the hero of the work, now at Stockholm. 
His botanical honours had not done much in preparing the way 
to medical practice; and his profpects were at firft fo little en- 
couraging, that, had a letter from Haller come to hand in 
reafonable time, in which that eminent perfon propofed in the 
moft friendly manner to refign to him his own profeflorfhip of 
botany at Gottingen, Sweden would probably have loft the 
honour and advantage of Linné’s future refidence. Some for- 
tunate cafes, however, brought him into notice; and a lucky 
prefcription for a cough became fo fafhionable, as to give him 
an introduction at court. Count Teflin declared himfelf the 
patron of Linné, and obtained for him the poft of phyfician to 
the Admiralty ; this fuccefs alfo gained him the hand of his 
bride, after a probation of five years. 

‘The death of Olaus Rudbeck, at Upfal, made a vacancy in 
the botanical chair at that univerfity, and Linné’s great wifh 
was to fucceed to this poft. His firit application was unfuc- 
cefsful, and Rofen his old antagonift was the perfon elected. 
This difappointment was foftened by the choice which the 
Swedith diet made of Linné to take a tour, accompanied by 
fubordinate naturalifts, through fome of the leaft known pro- 
vinces of the kingdom, in order to promote ufeful knowlege 
and improvement. On his return from this agreeable and re- 
putable miffion, another profeflorfhip at Upfal, that of phyfic 
and anatomy, became vacant; and it being conferred on him, 
he rerpoved thither, with his family, in September 1741, and 
aflumed his public funétions. Soon afterward, Rofen and he, re- 
flecting that they were each in the wrong place, made an amicable 
exchange of profeilorfhips, with univertal confent; and, from 
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the beginning of 1742, Linné occupied that ftation, which he 
rendered fo honourable to himfelf, and fo ufeful to the uni- 
verfity. His firft care was to re-eftablifh and improve the bo- 
tanical garden, which had fallen into lamentable decay. He 
was in faét the new creator of it, and by his intereft and affi- 
duity it became one of the moft celebrated of the public repo- 
fitories of plants. Since his death, however, it has been much 
improved, and a particular account of its antient and prefent 
{tate is given in the text and notes of this work. A cabinet of 
natural curiolities was likewife formed at Upfal by the in- 
fluence of Linné, aided by the patriotic munificence of Count 
Gyilemborg, Chancellor of the univerfity. 

Linné was now thoroughly engaged in his academical 
functions. Befides botany, he lectured on natural hiftory in 
reneral, the Materia Medica, dietetics, and the diftin@tion of 
difeafes ; and ftudents flocked to hear him. He was employed 
in two more exploratory tours in his own country; to Weft 
Gothland in 1746, and to Schonen in 1749; and he publifhed 
a complete Flora and Fauna of Sweden. Honours, both fo- 
reign and domeftic, accumulated on him; of which one of the 
moft fingular and flattering was that of having a medal ftruck 
with his effigy, at the expence of four Swedifh nobles. He 
obtained the title of Archiater (Dean of the College of Phy- 
ficians ); and thus his father, who had deftincd him for a 
fhoe-maker, faw this fon raifed to honours and dignities, fa- 
mous throughout Europe, and in poflefiion of an immortal 
name ! 

The 8th feétion is devoted to a brief hittory of thofe pupils 
of Linne, who travelled into foreign climates in order to ex- 
tend the fphere of natural knowlege. No circumftance, per- 
haps, in the life of this eminent perfon, is fo truly honourable 
to him as his having been the founder of fuch a {chool of able 
and enterprifing men; whofe zeal for their favourite purfuits 
carried them through dangers and difficulties into the moft re- 
mote parts of the globe, to the infinite emolument of fcience. 
To feveral of them, this zeal proved fatal. This commemo- 
ration of their Jabours is interefting : but we fhall not break in 
on the hiftory of the ma/ler by any extraéts from it. 

The events of Linné’s life, from 1750 to 1760, are related 
in the next fection. He arranged and defcribed the cabinet of 
Count Teffin, and various royal mufeums. He made an im- 
portant difcovery refpecting the tznia, proving that it partakes of 
the nature of the polype, and that each joint is a feparate animal. 
He found out (as this biographer roundly aflerts, ) the art of mak- 
ing pearls: but, though it is certain that he imagined he had made 
this difcovery, and that great public expectations were raifed 
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from it, yet it does not appear that his project ever was brought 
to practice. Various new obfervations refpecting the phyfi- 
ology of plants refulted from his farther inquiries ; particularly 
that plants undergo a nocturnal change analogous to fleep in 
animals. 

In 1751, he publifhed a view of his whole fyftem, together 
with thofe of the principal botanitts who preceded him, in a 
work entitled Philofophia Botanica, which difplayed his inge- 
nuity and talent for method and arrangement in the moft 
ftriking manner. 

His capital work, the Species Plantarum, firft appeared in 

1753, and exhibited fuch a catalogue of vegetables as the world 
had not before feen. Befides the vaft number of new f{pecies 
from all quarters of the globe, which it contained, it prefented 
his moft ufeful invention of trivial names, by which the lan- 
guage of botany obtained an un{peakable advantage in point of 
facility and diftinétnefs. His reputation was daily more and 
more extended through foreign countries, bringing him con- 
tinual acceflions of curiofities fur the botanical garden and mu- 
feum, and procuring to him the moft honourable invitations 
from the diftant capitals of Madrid and Peterfburgh ; both 
which he declined in favour of his native land. Indeed he had 
reafon to be fatisfied with the refpe&t paid to him at home; for 
the new order of the Polar Star was conferred on him in 17535 
and in 1757 he received a patent by which he was raifed to the 
rank of the hereditary nobility of the kingdom. 
_ Section 10 gives the occurrences of the life of Linné, from 
1760 to his death. It begins with a difcuffion of his merits 
with refpect to the medical fcience, in which his principal pro- 
ductions were his Materia Medica, his Genera Morborum, and 
his Clavis Medicine. The biographer attempts to place him 
as highly as poflible among the improvers of medicine, and is 
very angry at the cenfures which have been pafied on his ef- 
forts in this ftudy, particularly by M. Vicq d’Azyr; yet, we 
believe, it is pretty generally allowed that his aphoriftical and 
figurative ftyle, and bis minutenefs and multiplicity of diftin@ion, 
were ill calculated to afford inftruction in a praétical (cience. 

The fervices which Linné rendered to zoology and mine- 
ralogy are next briefly enumerated. They were certainly 
coniiderable, though he was much lefs a legiilator in thole 
branches of natural hiftory than in botany. In mineralogy, 
particularly, the aid of chemiftry has produced difcovenes 
which have thrown the Linnéan claffification far behind. The 
laft labours of Linné in botany were the fupplements publithed in 
1767 and 3771, and the accounts of fingle plants tranfmitted to 
him after 1774. Uuring the whole courfe of this latter period 
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of his life, he was receiving numerous teftimonies of refpect 
from learned and academical bodies, which now acquired more 
honour than they could confer, by the affociation of fuch a 
mame to their lifts of members. In 1763 he had the fatisfaction 
of obtaining the appointment of his fon as afliftant to him in 
the botanical chair, with the promife of his fucceeding to it 
when it fhould become vacant. His wife’s fortune, and the 
cmoluments of his profefforfhip, made him comparatively a 
rich man ; and he was enabled to indulge himfelf in the pur- 
chafe of a villa near Upfal, which became his ufual fummer 
retreat during the Jaft fifteen years of his life. His corre- 
fpondences were greater than any other learned man of the 
North; and a lift of 850 perfons, of various countries, is here 
given, with whom he held an epiftolary commerce. ‘The 
biographer laments that the enviable circumftances of his life 
did not accompany him to the laft fcene. His mind and body 
both lingered under a gradual decline. In 1774 the firft fhock 
was given by an apopleétic ftroke ; from which, however, he 
recovered fo far as to refume his public functions. A renewal 
of it in 1776 irreparably ruined the fabric, and reduced him to 
a ftate of abfolute childhood, attended with fevere fufferings ; 
from which he was releafed by an eafy death on Jan. roth, 
1778, in the 71ft year of his age. 

Having thus extracted, from the prefent work, fuch an ab- 
firact of the life of this great man as we think will afford 
agreeable information to our readers, we fhal! finifh the article 
by a fummary account of the remaining contents of the volume. 

The honours paid to the memory of Linné fucceed to the nar- 
rative of his death ; and they comprife accounts of the inftitution 
of the Paris and London Linnéan focieties. A defcription of his 
perfon and chara@er follows; the latter, perhaps, too pane- 
gyrical to be very inftructive. Various anecdotes concerning 
him are given from different writers ; among which thofe re- 
Jated by his pupil, Profeffor Fabricius of Kiel, appear to us the 
moft entertaining and characteriftical. They conclude with a 
general view of his peculiar merits in natural hiftory: but we 
think that nothing in this book affords fo diftinét an idea of 
what he performed in this refpect, as the work on that fubject 
of the learned Dr. Pulteney *. 

Some biographical particulars of Charles Linné, jun. form a 
feparate chapter. He was a perfon whofe name would pro- 
bably never have been heard, had he not been the fon of the 
great Linne. He arrived, by dint of habit and application, to 
fome eminence in natural biitory: but he purfued his ftudies 
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merely as a tafk, and without a fpark of the ardour and enthu- 
fiafm which infpired his father. ‘The coldnefs and referve of 
his temper were augmented by the unworthy treatment which 
he experienced from his mother, who was one of thofe unnatural 
parents who feem actually to have hated their children; and 
the father was confiderably blameable in permitting her in- 
juftice, and in even receiving a bias from it. Charles Linne, 
who appears to have been a worthy character, and polletied of 
the affectionate regard of his intimates, died unmarried in No- 
vember 1783, in the 42d year of his age, and with him ended 
the male line of the Swedith naturalift. “Che widow and fome 
daughters of Linne are ftill living. 

Some papers called fupplements clofe the volume. ‘The firft 
relates to the fale of the Linnéan colleétions, concerning which 
authentic memorials are communicated by the refpectable pur- 
chafer himfelf, Dr. James Edward Smith. A complete litt of 
the works of Linné fucceeds, with their feveral editions, com- 
mentaries, tranflations, criticifms, &c. ‘This is a very ufeful 
paper; though, we think, the order might have been rendered 
more lucid. “Ihe voyages and travels of the pupils of Linne, 
publifhed by himfelf, are included in the catalogue, as well as 
the feparate differrations in the Amenitates Academice. A truly 
German memoir follows, which is a genealogy of the family 
of this great man :—a genealogy of peafants and country par- 
fons! ‘Then follow accounts refpecting Linné, given by him- 
felf, and alfo additional anecdotes from others; which are 
moftly tirefome repetitions of what has already been given in 
the biographical pan. A fummary view of the botanical re- 
forms of Linné, from the Amenitat. Academ. and fome references 
and explanatory notes, conclude the volume. 

_ The copioufnefs and accuracy of the materials accumulated 
in this work muft render it acceptable to all whofe curiolity is 
interefted in the man and the fcience on which it treats: but 
we cannot praife it as a mafterly piece of biography. It ap- 
pears, indeed, to great difadvantage in a tranflation which we 
are forry to be obliged to pronounce inelegant and faulty. The 
name of the tranflator is apparently that ot an Englifhman, and 
his defignation is that of a man of letters ; yet the improprieties 
of language would make us doubt the former, and the igno- 
rance difplayed both in matters of fcience and in literature 
would induce us to queftion the latter. 
_ Not being able to compare the volume with the original, which 
IS not in our poilefion, we can only fufpeé trequent miltakes in 
tranflating from the German: but we are fure of many in re- 
gard to the Latin. Typographical errors are alfo numerous. 
In a word, that fuch a work thould have fallen into /uc’ hinds is 
a Cit- 
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a circumftance not very creditable to the Linnéan fchool in 


this country. 
The volume is handfomely printed, and a portrait of the 


great naturalift is prefixed, engraven by Heath. Ai. | 
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Aart. Il. Roman Portraits, a Poem, in heroic Verfe; with hifto- 
rical Remarks and Illuftrations. By Robert Jephfon, Efg. 4to. 
pp. 277. al. 7s. Boards. Robinfons. 1794. | 


HOUGH we are by no means difpofed to receive implicitly 

every dogma, refpecting literature, which time and autho- 
rity have confecrated, yet we cannot but think it fufficiently 
eftablifhed, by the very nature of literary compofition, that a 
poem, in its full and proper fignification, fhould be characterized 
by fomewhat of invention or fable in its plan, as well as by cer- 
tain peculiarities in its manner and language. It is true that 
epiftolary, fatiric, moral, and didactic poetry have their foun- 
dation rather in truth than in fiction; yet, unlefs fome con- 
trivance be ufed to intereft the reader’s attention by addrefles 
to the imagination, or, at leaft, by an ingenious arrangement 
of the materials, a compofition of any length will infallibly be- 
come tirefome and profaic. 

The fplendid materials of Roman hiftory, confifting in well- 
known characters and events, lie obvious to every fcholar, and 
have already formed the bafe or ornaments of a great variety of 
poems, antient and modern. ‘To take thefe in a detached form, 
and to firing them together like beads, without the leaft con- 
nexion of a common plan, or any thing to conftitute a whole, 
js an attempt that, at the utmoft, may plead excufe, but furely 
can never lay claim to the praife which is beffowed on the ex- 
ertions of ingenuity and induftry. Mr. Jephfon hints that the 
idea of his performance was derived from Mr. Hayley’s ** Hif- 
tory of Hittorians in verfe :” but it fhould not have been forgot- 
ten that the fpirited and intelligent portraitures, drawn by that 
poet, are only a part of a didactic work, and are given us exe 
emplifcations of that art of writing hiflory which is the main 
fubject, and is treated with all the accuracy of method and 
arrangment. 

Mr. Jephfon’s poem, then, confifting of above thirty fepa- 
rate heads, defcriptive of fome of the moft ftriking circumftances 
or characters in the Roman hiftory, from the foundation of the 
city to the Aucuftan age, does not, in our opinion, derive any 
of its intereft from its defign, for the materials could not have 
been employed to leis advantage; on the execution folely it muft 
depend for a favourable reception among the lovers of poetry. 
Its merit in this refpect muit be eftimated by the fentiments, the 
fivle, and the verification. With regard to the firft, Mr. 
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Jephfon warns his reader not to expect deep political difquifi- 
tions, nor the elucidation of critical difficulties. Neither of 
thefe, indeed, is very fit for poetry: but, on the other hand, 
the common and obvious inferences deducible from Roman 
hiftory have been fo hackneyed both in profe and verfe, that it is 
not eafy to give them the grace and effect of novelty ; and the 
portraitures of the great actors in it can only be copied from the 
draughts of former mafters, many of them highly {kilfal in the 
art of reprefenting characters. Who can write at all of Rome 
without being occafionally warmed by the flame of liberty, 
without lamenting the evils of faction, without beftowing 
raife on valour and military difcipline, without expreffions of 
abhorrence of cruelty and rapacity? It is a nicer matter to 
write folidly and correctly on thefe topics, than with fire and 
animation ; and the great danger is left perfonal admiration or 
antipathy fhould interfere with the conclufions of fober reafon, 
Though it appears to us that, on the whole, Mr. Jephfon has 
taken a liberal and enlarged furvey of Roman policy, yet there 
are topics on which a little more philofophy would not have 
been mifemployed. The following paragraph will ferve to 
give a tafte of the author’s poetry, while it may furnifh matter 
for reflection : 
* NUMA POMPILIUS, 
* No objects Numa to the mufe fupplies, 
But temples, priefts, and pious myfteries. 
He check’d Bellona’s rage; and dove-ey’d peace 
Saw fuperftition rife, and flaughter ceafe. 
For facred ends, was facred truth forgot, 
And hence the fiction of the Egerian grot ; 
That Numa’s holy vifions might perfuade, 
To the meek king defcends the infpiring maid : 
None, to believe or to obey, repine, 
When human wifdom fpeaks by aid divine. 
Credulity, an eafy yielding foil, 
Brought up new plants of faith with flender toil ; 
A tale once told, the weak enquir’d no more, 
But fools believ’d what craft impos’d before. 
The pagan creed, with motley legends full, 
Amus’d the enlighten’d, and amaz’d the duil ; 
A monttrous fable clumfily devis’d, 
Proceflion, pageants, pomp, and noife difguis’d ; 
While found and fhow the pleas’d attention kept, 
The fenfes only wak’d, and reafon flept. 
Wifdom with joy the kind delufion faw, 
And turn’d the vulgar blindnefs into awe ; 
So, by an engine which herfelf difdain’d, 
Dominion o’er the public mind fhe gain’d, 
As ferv’d her caufe the play’d the mummery o’er, 
And left the crowd to wonder and adore.’ 


Now, 
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Now, we confefs, this mixture of extreme contempt for the 
mummmeries of fraud and fuperftition, with approbation of their 
employment by a legiflature for the purpofe of gaining ¢ domi- 
nion o’er the public mind,’ ftrikes us as a mon{trous incongruity, 
totally unworthy of a friend of reafon and of mankind ; and, 
in this connexion, we do not helitate to fay that the following 
eulogy on religion is more injurious to it, than all the mad 
blafphemies of French atheifm, which are the topic of fo much 
vengeful (though virtuous) declamation in the notes which ace. 
company this work * : 

« Not viol tun’d, or melting fong, fo finds 
The magick way to fierce untutor’d minds, 
Not on the thirfty glebe ambrofial rain 

So opes its bofom for the teeming grain, 

As {weet religion’s heaven-defcended dews 
Their mild effects o’er focial life diffufe ; 

Then holier fhrines in mortal brea(ts are rear’d, 
And truth is facred when a God’s rever'd.’” 

How long will the prejudices of the world prevent it from 
deriving the obvious and only true leffon from the deplorable 
fcenes pafling before its eyes—that no fteady and falutary influ- 
ence over mankind is to be obtained by impofing on them | 

We will turn to fome fairer fpecimen of this performance ; 
and we think that the following portrait of Caius Marius will 
afford an adequate idea of the ingenious author’s powers, in en- 
livening his fubjeét by the charms of verfification and poetical 
Amagery : 

‘ See, nurs’d by Furies, and for havock bred, 

Where frowning Marius lifts his rugged head ; 
His ftature tall, with giant ftrength endued, 
Cruel by nature, and of manners rude ; 

‘Yo thefe were join’d, as if for terror meant, 

A thund’ring voice, and vifage truculent. 

A living column feem’d he in the wars, 

Hewn trom a quarry by the {word of Mars ; 
Though at Arpinem a Plebeian born, + 

By him feven times the conful’s robe was worn: 
Through every function of the camp he pafs’d, 
Till merit rais’d him to command at laft. 
Confcious of mean defcent, he feign’d to fcorn f 
The lazy greatnefs of the nobly born, 

* One great object, perhaps the principal, in the complex defign 
of this undertaking, was to trace fome refemblance between the Ro- 
man republic, and that of France in her revolutionary diforder: fur- 
nifhing fo many occafions for exprefling the writer’s abhorrence of 
the principles and condué& of our neighbouring Revolutionitts. 

«+ Is natus, et omnem pueritiam Arpini altus,—. Sau. Bel. Jug. 

« { Contemnunt novitatem meam, ego illorum ignaviam. Quan- 
quam ego naturam unam, et communem omnium exiftumo, fed for- 
tulimum quemque generofifiimum, Sar. Bel. Jug. 
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Who doze, and yawn, and retrofpective fee 
Their floth excus’d by vigorous anceitry. 
While thefe, proud fymbols in their halls difplay’d, 

fis cottage kindred fhew’d the plough or {pade : 
For fill he deem’d it true fubftantia! fame, 
Not to inherit, but create a name ; 
Difdain’d the borrow’d fplendor could be fhed 
By glory beaming from another’s head: 
As well his health or beauty might he claim, 
‘To ,rop a weak, or grace a homely frame. 
«« What men were once, (he cries) I little care ; 
What’s pafs’d, is pafs’d; I value what they are. 
The dwarf, from Heétor or Alcides {prung, 
Mutt ill be feeble, though his fire was ftrong ; 
And Helen’s daughter, with a Gorgon’s face, 
Would charm no hero by her mother’s grace.”’ 
Yet all his toil the nobles to deride, * 
Sprang lefs from principle than envious pride ; 
For though weak mortals fhould not boaft of aught, 
What good man e’er hts anceftors forgot ? 
If bright the track their a€tions leave behiad, 

air emulation fires the offspring’s mind; 
But if fou! deeds and fhame their courfe difgrace, 
He quits the path, and runs a nobler race. 

High birth, like riches, men too much may prize, 

But thofe alone who have it not, defpife. 

‘« Foremoft in fight for ever was he found, 

Shar’d the coarfe foldier’s fare, his bed the ground, 
And lov’d the batile’s fhock, and the fhrill trumpet’s found. 
Great his achievements, his ambition great, 
Hie fav’d, adorn’d, and then deftroy’d the fate. 





« * At Marius, antea jam infeftus nobilitati, tum vero multus 
atque ferox initare: fingulos modo, modo univerfos ledere. Sat. 
Bel. Jug. 

« Notwithftanding his mean birth, coarfe education, military life, 
and ferocious nature, Marius is always defcribed by Roman writers, 
particularly by Tully, as a perfon of confummate art, great pride, 
and unbounded ambition. On many occafions he owed his fuccefs at 
home as much to the dexterity of his management as to the {plendour 
of his name and the fame of his atchievements. In his {peeches, or 
thofe afcribed to him by Salluft, may be found the fubftance of almott 
all thofe arguments and refle€&tions which have been ever fince fo fre- 
quently employed to raife the confequence of the people, and to de- 
preciate the nobility. 

‘ Though perfons of flender pretenfions to anceftry are moft fre- 
quently apt to boaft of it, yet we fometimes find inftances of the fame 
weaknefs in men of high birth and unqucftionable underftanding. It 
was well faid by Lord Chefterfield of Lionel Duke of Dorfet, that 
his grace was as proud of his family as if his grandfather had been a 


blackfmith.’ 
Damn’d 
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Damn’d in Rome’s annals to eternal fame, 

Her genius trembled at his dreadful name ; 

Tn il} Gnrivall’d, had not Sylla ftood 

More hideous and defil’d with native blood. ® 
Alternate Fortune o’er his life difplay’d 

Her brighteit funthine, and her gloomieft fhade : 
The inconftant’s minion him awhile we fee, 

Then plung’d as low in hopelefs mifery. 

As the ftruck bull who ftrives in vain to fhake 

The ill-aim’d hatchet from his bleeding neck, + 
Not knowing where to hide his forfeit head, 
Bellowing with rage and fhame, profcrib’d, he fled : 
‘fhus chas’d from Rome by conquering Sylla’s fway,t 
All night in cold Minturnum’s marth he lay ; 

Till naked, hungry, from the quagmire’s mud 
Delil’d he crept, to fearch for needful food ; 

Then rudely feiz’d, and with a halter bound, 

A dungeon’s ftraw receiv’d him on the ground. 

To end the warrior’s fufferings with the fword, 

A Cimbrian flave the dreary cell explor’d ; 

Scar’d by his thund’ring voice, and dreadful look, 
The aflaiiin’s grafp the murderous fteel forfook ; 
An omen thence conceiv’d, his life was fpar’d, 
And for his flight a friendly bark prepar’d ; 

At Sicily he touch’d ;—beat back by force, 
Vagrant he fleer’d towards Africa his courfe ; 
‘There his tir’d frame the hideous region found, 
Where ruin’d Carthage ftrew’d the iteril ground. § 
He, midit the duft of all that once was great, 
Like Defolation’s Anarch took his feat : 

Prefenting thus to Contemplation’s eye 

A two-fold image of calamity ; ' 
The double work of perfecuting fate, 

An exil’d ftate{man, and a perifh’d ftate. 

Yet ev’n that fad afylum was deny’d ; 

Again difturb’d he fought the uncertain tide. 

His fon, efcap’d from falfe Numidia’s fnares, 

To his ftern father’s hovering fail repairs ; 
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« * Nihil illa viétoria fuiffet crudelius, nifi mox Sullana effet 

fecuta. Ver. Par. lil. c. 22. 
« + Quales mugitus, fugit cum faucius aram 
‘l'aurus, et incertam excuflit cervice fecurim. Virc./En. it. 

« t Marius poft fextum confulatum, annoque feptuageflimo, nuduis 
ac limo obrutus, Oculls tantummodo ac narribus eminentibus, extrac- 
tus arundineto circa paludem Maricz, in quam fe, fugiens confec- 
tantes Sullz equites, abdiderat, injeétio in collum loro, in carcerem 
Minturnenfium percuctus eft, &c.? Vew. Pat. Lii. c. 19. 

« § —— jnopemque vitam in tugurio ruinarum Carthaginenfium 
teleravit.” Ver. Par. ut fup. 
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Then cheer’d with hopes from Cinna’s arms at home, 
The indignant outcaft turn’d his prow towards Rome. 
To direr peftilence as famine leads, * 

So Cinna’s havock his revenge fucceeds: 

Fate in his nod, the gaunt deftroyer walks 

Through the thion’d itreets, and death before him ftalks : 
Age pleads in vain, in vain the Flamen’s prayer; 
How can Revenge and Rage be taught to fpare ? 

As o’er Parthenope Vefuvius ftands, 

The boaft and terror of furrounding lands, 

Ere firft to furge his waves of fire begin, 

The mineral deluge boiling burns within ; 

Thick fmoke, in many a dark and aweful wreath, 
Rolling above, difmays the realm beneath ; 

Black with the brooding ftorm of vengeful pride, 

So tower’d, fo frown’d, the obdurate homicide. 

The famith’d dogs of death, reftrain’d no more, 
Caroufe and riot in Rome’s richeft gore.’ 

The claffical fcholar will be able to trace many fteps of imi- 
tation in thefe lines; which, however, we do not mean to 
cenfure. Who, that poffefles a mind enriched with the ftores 
of antient literature, can avoid making ufe of them, efpecially 
when treading on claffical ground? As the materials of a work 
like this muft be taken from the hiftorians, orators, and poets 
of Rome, their language and fentiments will naturally compofe 
and animate the greater part of it. 

Our readers will probably agree with us in the opinion that 
Mr. Jephfon is a poet of no mean rank, but is diftinguifhed by 
ftrength and animation of ftyle, rather than by correctnefs of 
finifhing, and perfection of tafte. 

With refpect to the matter which compofes the notes, we 
think it unneceflary to give it particular confideration, Part 
confifts of pertinent and claflical citations from antient writers : 
but a confiderable portion, efpecially of the additions, is devoted 
to the author’s own opinions and reflexions on the events which 
he has recorded. He does not deem it requifite to apologize for 
thofe difcuffions to which an affimilation of antient with recent 
franfactions has led him; and probably, to a large number of 
readers, the fentiments which he exprefles on thefe occafions 
will be congenial, and meet with approbation. On the other 
hand, there are thofe who would certainly prefer reading a 
chapter of Roman hiftory without fuch a perpetual commentary 
of French politics, more diftinguifhed by violence of inveétive, 
than by novelty or fagacity of obfervation. To balance his 
accounts with thefe different claffes of readers, is the author’s 
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: ,Mox Caius Marius peftifero civibus fuis reditu intrawit 
mena.” Veu. Par. |. ii, ¢, 22. 
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own affair, We fhall, however, take the liberty of clofing 
with this general remark ; that he, who writes a work intended 
to live, fhould be very careful how he blends, with his proper 
fubje&t, matter belonging to the fluctuating topics of the day ; 
fince they not only make an incongruous mixture at the time, 
but expofe the writer’s future reputation to unneceflary hazard. 

‘This work is very well printed, and is embellifhed with a 
number of engravings of heads taken from antique gems and 
{tatues, which are elegantly executed. A portrait of the au- 


thor, alfo, is prefixed. A 
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Arr. III. Odfrvations on the Paffage beteween the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans, in two Memoirs on the Straits of Anian, and the Dif- 
coveries of De Fonte. Elucidated by a new and original Map. 
To which is prefixed an Hiftorical Abridgement of Diicoveries in 
the North of America. By William Goldfon. 4to. pp. 158. 
8s. Boards. Jordan. 1793. 


iw is obferved by Mr. Goldfon that, although a communica- 
tion between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ceafed to be 
an object of popular animadverfion after the failure of the voyage 
undertaken in 1746, yet the reward, which has been provided 
by the legiflature for the difcovery of fuch a communication, 
is a fufficient proof of the importance of it; and it is now 
rendered more interefting than it was when that reward was 
offered, by the difcovery of a new and valuable article of com- 
merce, which is found only on the north-weft coaft of Ame- 
rica. He was induced, he fays, to examine the different 


accounts which have been publifhed relative to the Straits of 


Anian, by a memoir read by M. Buache, the French geogra- 
pher, before the Academy of Sciences at Paris, in November 
1798 In this memoir, it is faid that M. de Mendoza, a cap- 
tain in the Spanifh navy, had been employed to form a collec- 
tion for the ufe of that fervice; and, having fearched various 
archives, he found in one of them an account of a voyage made 
in the year 1598, under the command of Lorenzo Ferrer de 
Maldonado, from the Atlantic round the north end of America, 
into the Pacific Ocean. 

From that journal, it appears that, when Maldonado was in 
60° of north latitude, he was in 53° weft longitude from 
Greenwich. From this fituation he fteered a north-wefterly 
courfe through Hudfon’s Straits and Bay, leaving Southampton 
ifland on his left, till, being arrived in 65? of north latitude, 
he, found himfelf in 81° of weft longitude. Purfuing ftill a 
north-welterly courfe, he pafled through ftraits, now un- 
-known, into Baffin’s Bay, and thence into the Northern 
Oeean, finding himfelf in 76° north latitude, and z00° weft 
. longitude. 
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longitude. He then held a fouth-weiterly courfe, pafling 
through the ftraits which feparate Afia from America, and 
entering the Pacific Ocean in latitude 60° north, and longitude 
143° welt. It is added that he called thofe {traits by which he 
pafled, north-wefterly, out of the Atlantic into the Northern 
Ocean, the Straits of Labrador; and thofe by which he pailed, 
fouth-welterly, out of the Northern Ocean into the Pacific, 
the Straits of Anian. 

This is the fubftance of the narrative, as we have been able 
to collet it from different parts of Mr. Goldfon’s publication. 
We {hall now proceed to give the belt account in our power of 
this defultory performance. ; 

The voyages, of which Mr. Goldfon has given abridged ac- 
counts in his introductory memoir, are thofe of—Sebaftian 
Cabot in 1494: Cortereal in 1500: Frobifher in 1576, 7, and 
8: Davis in 1585, 6, and 7: Weymouth in 1602: Lindenau 
and Hall in 1605, and 6: Knight in 1606: Richards and Hall 
in 1607: Hudfon in 1610: Button and Hall, both in 1612: 
Gibbons in 1614: Bylot and Baffin in 1615, and16: Monk 
in 1619: Fox and James, both in 1631: Gillam in 1668: 
Knight and Ba:low in 1719: Scroggs in 1722: Behring and 
Ifchirikof in 1741: Middleton, in the fame year: Moore and 
Smith in 1746: Chriftopher in 1761, and 2: Hearne’s Journey 
over land in 1771: Heceta in1a775: Cook and Pickerfgill, 
both iny776: Young in1777; and Duncan in 1790. 

With regard to this felection, Mr. G.. fays that, finding it 
neceflary, in the profecution of his fubject, to refer to feveral 
voyages which have been made to the northern parts of America, 
he intended to prefix a fhort abridgement of fuch as were more 
immediately connected with his work, to fave his readers the 
trouble of having recourfe to a number of books: but he after- 
ward thought that it would be better to extend the plan, and 
to give a concife account of the whole, in the order in which 
they were undertaken, Had this been done, fomething might 
have been faid for it: but Mr. Goldion has given extracts 
from fome voyages, which do not appear to be of the Jeaft ufe in 
his two fucceeding memoiis, and are not.once quoted in them; 
while, on the contrary, hie refers to many voyages in the me- 
moirs, which are not mentioned in his hiftorical abridge- 
ment. 

His two memoirs, we.are forry to obferve, appear to us 
ftill more exceptionable, whether we regard the fubjects or the 
execution of them. 

Speculative geography, though geherally amufing, is feldom 
fatistaCtory, and {till more rarely uteful: ‘on turning the fubjeét 
m our minds, we can fearcely recollect a fingle publication 
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that has been ufeful, if we except Mr. Dalrymple’s labours rela- 
tive to the iflands in the Pacifie Ocean. With refpect to North 
America, and to a N. W. paflage through it to the Pacific 
Ocean, the quantity of paper which has been wafted in con- 
jeAures, and in fpeculative inquiries, is immenfe ; notwith- 
ftanding which, we challenge the world to fhew that they 
have been ufeful in a fingle inftance: yet the fubject has pro- 
duced more il] blood than perhaps any literary conteft whatfo- 
éver, excepting thofe which relate to politics and religion, on 
both of which, authors feem to claim a prefcriptive right to be 


angry. We did not, however, expect to have feen another 


quarto volume on this topic, fince his Majefty has had two 
fhips employed in examining the coafts and inlets which are the 
fubje& of it, ever fince the Spanifh convention; and when 
others are ready to fail for the fame purpofe, in order, if poffible, 
to fet the matter at reft for ever: but we are not fo fanguine 
as to expect that this will be done, even if the whole navy of 
Great Britain were employed in the fearch: for, when the 
extent and nature of the coaft are confidered, any one may fee 
that it would take ages to explore the bottom of every creek, 
and the fource of every river; and unlefs this be done, Mr.G. 
has fhewn us, in more inftances than one, that the ingenuity 
of conjecture is not to be confounded. Captain Cook, after 
having examined Prince William’s Sound, and the river which 
oes by his own name, fbut of this honour Mr. G. thinks he 
fhould be deprived, ) until he had fatisfied himfelf, (and, as he 
thought, every other reafonable perfon, ) that no paflage through 
either place could poffibly exift ; and reffecting on the lofs of time 
which this fearch had occafioned *; added that it was never- 
thelefs fome fatisfaction to him that he had examined thefe two 
places, becaufe, if he had not, it might have been aflumed as a 
fact, by {peculative fabricators of geography, that they com- 
municated with the fea to the north, or with Baffin’s or Hud- 
fon’s Bay to the eaft; and, perhaps, fuch communications 
would have been marked in future maps with greater precifion, 
and more certain figns of reality, than the Straits of De Fuca, 
or De Fonte. How little did he know the ingenuity of man- 
kind! His bones are fearcely cold before an ingenious gentle- 
man has contrived to find a paflage through both thefe places! 
The firft memoir, on the Straits of Anian, occupies 66 
pages: but it might, as far as we can fee, have been called, 
with equal propriety, A Memoir on the Straits of John de 





* It muft be remembered that the time loft by this examination 
was directly contrary to Capt. Cook’s inftructions ; and yet Mr. Gold- 
fon has repeatedly cenfured him, and with fome degree of feverity too, 
fox not deviating farther from them than he did, 
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Fuca; on the Padoricas, or Weltfh Indians ; or on any one of 
the many other fubjeCis which are introduced in it; and on 
which, bating a rambling inquiry into the name, of which we 
fhall hereafter fpeak, almoft as much is faid as on the Straits of 
Anian. It is a fa@t, though fome may dees: it a ftrange one, 
that, after we had read the memoir with all poffible attention, 
we fhould have been at a Jofs to know where the author in- 
tended to place the Straits in queftion, if he had not. luckily 
inferted the name in his map. That our readers may not be fo 
much ata lofs, we fhall inform them that, according to the 
idea of our author, the inlet, which Captain Cook called Prince 
Wijlliam’s Sound, forms the fouthern entrance into thefe ftraits ; 
whence he fuppofes them to run about N. by E. eill they fallinto 
the Northern Ocean ia latitude 692° N. and longitude 1 33” W. 
Mr. G. appears to have beea induced to fix on this fituation, 
partly by the account of a voyage made by a Mr. Mackenzie, 

one of the Canadian traders,) down a river which, running out 
of the Great Slave Lake, as they call it, empties itfelf, accord- 
ing to Ms. Goldfon, into the Northern Ocean at that point ; 
and partly from the voyage of Maldonado, brought forward by 
M. Buache:—for, as) Mr. Mackenzie is reprefented to have 
proceeded in a direction which was north, fomewhat wefterly, 
trom Canada, till he met the Northern Ocean in Iati- 
tude 693° N. and 133° E. longitude, it is manifeft that no part 
of the ftraits in queftion can poffibly lie to the eaft of his track ; 
becaufe, if it did, he muft have met with them. . On the 
other hand, as Maldonado is faid to have made his exit into 
the Pacific Ocean, in a fouth-wefterly direction, in latitude 
60° N. and longitude 143° E. it is equally plain that the 
northern entrance into the ftraits cannot lie much to the weft of 
the point at which Mr. Mackenzie met the Northern Ucean:: 
our author has, therefore, placed it at that point. This, at leaft, 
appears to us to be the manner in which Mr. Goldfon reafons: 
but we wifh not to be underftood as aflerting it in too politive 
a manner; for he no where lays down this mode of argument, 
and his readers are left to pick it up from many differenty and 
diftant parts of his memoir. 

Admitting Mr. Goidfon’s authorities to be exadily as he re- 
prefents them, little could be objected to the conclufion here 
drawn: but we fcruple not to declare our doubts that any fuch 
voyage as the pretended one of Maldonado was ever performed; 
at leaft near to the track which is affigned to it by Mr. Gold- 
fon :—our reafons will be feen in the fequel. With refpect to 
Mr. Mackenzie’s voyage, circumftances appear to us ftrangely 
contradictory. We do not find that Mr. Goldfon has ever 
feen the journal of this voyage: he only fays that it * was fub- 
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mitted to the perufal of Mr. Arrow(mith, who has delineated 
his track ‘on the map of the world which he has lately publifh- 
ed.’ . To ‘the geographical: labours of Mrv Arrowfmith, ‘as ‘fer 
‘as we have yet feen, every commendation feems due; and 
therefore we refpeét his authority: but, unfortunately, this ina 
great meafure contradiéts what is advanced by Mr. Goldfon, 
who every where reprefents) Mr. Mackenzie as arriving’at the 
fea in’ |aticude 69° N..and'who fays thatthe ‘called an ifland on 
whichohe tandedss Whale Ifland, from the great number of 
whales'whieltv he found there. Now Mr.'Arrow{mith exprefsly 


-ealls‘ithe! place ‘a frefbswater lake. He indeed calls the ifland 


WihdleIfland:: bat: not.a word is faid of any whales being feen 
theres! Little doubt.can be fuggefted that the place in which 
he was communi¢ates with the fea: but as little can be enter- 
tained’of the fea being atfome diftance, becaufe it is faid that 
the tide: rofe 6 or'17-imches; whereas it has generally been 
obferved that the tide rifes confiderably on the fea coafts in high 
Jatitudesi oS . 
- hm fpeaking of Mr. Goldfon’s differtation on the origin of 
the name, Anian;: we cannot refift the temptation of treating 
‘our readers withyadpecimen of conjectural criticifm on geogra- 
phical fabjects:~ » 

:*We.will fuppofe an ingenious gentleman, whofe drift it is to 
prove: that thefe- celebrated itraits had the name of Anian 


-giver to them» by ‘Maldonado, in 1598, -reafoning’ in: this 


manner: ‘ It doesnot appear that any {traits were known by 
the name of Aniam before the beginning of the feventeenth 
century :—for, in the firft'place, Burgo-mafter Witfen thinks 
the name was giventothem by Van Uriez and Schaep, who 


‘commanded: the Caftricom.and Brefkesy in 1643: nowy, al- 


though this conjecturesis not true, yet if a man, of fuch ex- 
tenfive reading and: knowlege as Witfen poflefled, thought that 
they derived their name froma difcovery:made fo late as 1643, 
it\is reafonable to conclude that they were not known by thar 
name dong before.. -Fhe Straits of Anianvare, however, men- 


traned, though in very vague terms, by Purchas in 1614, who 


then acknowleged that he knew nothing certain concerning 
them’; and it is evident-that, when he publifhed the fecond edi- 


tion of his work, ‘im162g; his information on this head was 


very much improved tas Purchas was a man who made it his 
bufinefs to inquire after things of this kind, it is obvious that the 
nanie muft shave beer very little known in 1614. Laftly, we 
find the name of Aniam.given to the country which borders on 
thefedtraits by Wytfliet,.in an edition of his defcription of the 
New. World, publithed fo early as 1607. J am, therefore, of 
opinion that the knowlege of thefe {traits was brought to Eu- 
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rope by Lancafter in 1603, who had, no doubt, heard of Mal- 
donado’s voyage, juft then performed, in the Katt Indies ; and 
founded on it his report of a’paflage being difcovered in the la- 
titude of 62° N.” : Nee Pe . 
Let us fuppofe, farther; “that this ingenious gentleman’s dif- 
fertation had fcarcely made its appearance in the world before 
one of thofe formidable beings, called critics, armed with teeth 
and claws, as all critics are, introduces himfelf, with—*¢ Sirf 
in the firft edition of Wytfliet, publithed in 1598, ‘the Sttaits 
of Anian are inferted, with the name at full length, ona peneral 
map of the world; and the date engravch on the maps in that 
edition is 1597, one year before your boafted voyage ‘by Mal- 
donado' was undertaken !°' Ergo, your’ argutment is without 
foundation.”* © | Se 
It would be natural here to fuppofe “that the critic’s triumph 
was complete: but, alas! nothing is certain in this world, A’ 
third perfon fays, ** You, Sir, are utterly miftaken: it is not 
the ingenious gentleman’s argument, but his authorities, which 
are without foundation: Maldonado’s voyage was made, if it 
were ever performed at all, in 1588 5 and, confequently, his con- 
clufion may be either true or falfe, notwith{tanding your antient 
edition of Wytfliet, or the falfe premifes from which he has. 
reafoned,”” , | 
Such is the certainty of conjectural geography! for the 
circumftances here related, however ludicrous, really happened, 
The ingenious gentleman is Mr. Goldfon, the fubftance of 
whofe reafoning we have truly reprefented’ The dreadful 
critic that attacked him may be the writer of this article, who 
had actually made the remark which is afcribed to him : but, 
meeting with an opportunity of inquiring concerning the MS. 
account of Maldonado’s voyage faid to be found in Spain, he 
Jearned that fuch a manufcript really exifts in the new library 
forming for the ufe of the marine in that'kingdom, but that it 
is acknowleged to be modern. [t is, however, aflerted to be 
copied very corteGly from the original, which is faid to be in 
the library of the Duke del Infantado: but where that Duke re- 
fides, or how the original came into his library, are points to 
which, unfortunately, our information does not extend. The 
title of the MS. is **’An Account of the Difcovery of the 
Straits of Anian, performed in the Year 1588, by Lorenzo 
Ferrer de Maldonade.” So much for the Straits of Anian. 
Mr. Goldfon’s 2d memoir, on the difcoveries of De Fonte; is 
not lefs objectionable than that of which we have hitherto been 
{peaking j being equally defultory, inapplicable, and full, of 
inconfiftencies, We fhall mention a few, by way of juttifying 
what we fay of it, and then take our leave of a publication 
C4 which 
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which has given us much trouble, fome amufement, but not 
equal tatisfaSion. . 

In the firft memoir, Mr. Goldfon concludes that the Straits 
of Anian have their entrance from the Pacific Ocean at Prince 
William’s Sound, in latitude 60° N. and longitude 147° W, 
and, paffing thence, enter the Northern Ocean in latitude 
692° N. and longitude 133°, or 134°, Weft. In the fecond 
memoir, he tells us that he gives credit to Peter Pond’s 
account, in the Gentleman’s Magazine for March 1790, 
who thinks that there can be little doubt that Cook’s River, 
which runs into the Pacific Ocean in latitude 59° N. and longi- 
tude 153° W. has its fource in the Great Slave Lake, which 
terminates in latitude 64° N. and longitude 125° Weft ; with- 
out confidering that thefe two conclufions cannot both be true, 
unlefs Cook’s River runs acrofs the Straits of Anian. The fame 
may be obferved of the Straits of De Fuca and thofe of De 
Fonte, if they have the pofitions which are affigned to them by 
our author. 

We are told, an the authority of * Mr, Umfreville, that, 
during the fummer months, the river, on which Hudfon’s 
Houfe ftands, frequently rifes 10 feet perpendicularly in the 
Space of 24 bours, without any apparent caufe for it, and then 
fubfides, gradually, to its ufual height. ‘This is at a place 
which is, ‘at leaft, 1000 miles from any part of the eaftern fea, 
toward which the river runs ; and we are told that it has its 
fource in the ftony mountains, which are a continuatian of the 
Andes, and about feven days’ journey weltward of the place 
where this happens. Our author deems it fo evident that this 
rife and fal] are caufed by the flux and reflux of a tide, that it 
can require no obfervations from him to make it plainer! Can 
it be poffible that any ane befides himfelf will entertain a doubt 
of this phenomenon being caufed by fudden and violent rains, 
which repeatedly happen on the mountains in which this river 
has its fource, though none fall, at that time, in the flat coun- 
try where the floods are feen.——Almoft the whole of Mr. G.’s 
reafoning is fimilar to the preceding argument. 

We fhall conclude with informing Mr. Goldfon that the 
Archipelago of St. Lazarus, fo ftrenuoufly maintained to be 
difcovered by De Fonte in 1640, is placed on the weft coaft of 
America, and in the Jatitude of 53° N. in Wytfliet’s map of 
the world, publifhed anno 1598, ibis Deferiptionis Ptolemaicg 
Augmentum: forty-two years before De tonte is fyppofed to 
have made the difcovery. | 





® For our brief notice of Mr. Umfreville’s Travels, fee M. R. 
vol. ve New Series, p. 133. 
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Anat. 1V, Sketch of the War with Tippoo Sultaun ; or, a Detail of 
Military Operations, from the Commencement of Hoitilities at the 
Lines of Travancore in December 1789, until the Peace concluded 
before Seringapatam in February 1792. In T'wo Volumes. Vol. I. 
By Roderick Mackenzie, Lieut. 52d Regiment. 4fo, pp. 380. 
il. rs. fewed. Printed at Calcutta, 1793. Sold in London by 


Sewell. ' 


- uMEROUs are the hiftorians of wars who have themfelves 
I aflifted to condugt the military operations which they/de- 
{cribe. The prefent author, although neither a Xenophon, a 
Cfar, nor a Davila, deferves no mean rank in the lift. He 
thus introdyces himfelf to the reader ; 


« The toil that a Soldier, intent upon his duty, mult undergo in 
the courfe of an arduous war, where the climate is highly unfavour- 
able to exertions of body and mind, will, of itfelf, apologife for many 
imperfections in a defcription of momentous campaigns written chiefly 
in the field, 

« Anxious only that his fa&s may prove incontrovertible, and but 
little folicitous of literary fame, the Author fubmits to a well informed 
community, a plain, impartial, and, he tratts, a diftinét thetch of 
the late war, without any attempt whatfoever at cloathing it in a 
pompous garb, or at obtaining commendation beyond what is due to 
a candid narrative of recent and important events. 

‘ He is highly fenfible that the utmoit delicacy ought to be obferved 
where the conduct of military men is handed down to potterity, he 
therefore carefully avoids every reflection that can unneceffarily ténd 
to affect the reputation of any individual; but, whilit he holds trath 
and juitice for his conitant and only guides, whilft he employs his 
beft abilities faithfylly to conneét and detail momentous military ope- 
tations, no influence whatfoever can check the reign of free expofition 
or divert his attention from his original purfuit. , 

‘ A witnefs to moft of the tranfactions that he is now about to relate, 
before he committed his remarks, he conftantly compared them with 
thofe of fenfible men upon the fpot. He {pared no pains to obtain cor- 
rect information on every occurrence at which he was not prefent; he 
has been fcrupuloufly careful not to admit any authorities on mattérs 
that were at all in doubt, until he was perfuaded they could bear the 
telt of fevere fcrutiny ; he has anxioa/ly avoided being mifled by par- 
tiality, or influenced by any improper intent ; confequently he trufts 
that none of his cotemporaries have juft grounds to take offence.’ 


In an hiftorical work, the praife of fidelity is likely to belong 
to an eye-witnels, who is much lefs occupied in explaining the 
caufes than in particularizing the incidents of the war: but of 
this it were hafty to form a pofitive conviGtion, until a greater 
number of accounts of the fame events fhall have been given to 
the public. 

The nature and importance of the memorable events here re- 
cerded are too recent, and too generally known, to render it 


necellary 
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neceflary for us to make any extracts from the details compre- 
hended in the prefent volume. Suffice it, therefore, that we add 
our opinion,—fo far as readers, fituated as: we are, at fo immente 
a diftance from the fcenes deteribed, can be deemed capable of 
judging, —that Mr. Mackenzie’s narrative’ is’ conducted with 


7 “ 


impartiality and fidelity. 
The papers in the Appendix are arranged with a fingular 

contempt of chronological order. of? St : 
According to the following defcription, we may fay that it 

is not oriental hyperbole when the Hindoos call their country 


the paradife of nations : 1S e 

« 'To account for the high ftate of cultivation at‘whieh Coinibatore 
had arrived will be found a lefs arduous than interetting tafk. « The 
mountains called Ghauts, whilit they deeply indent*the plains at fe- 
veral diftinét points, do not terminate, but, in their range they fre- 
quently advance and recede without any ‘break or ‘dimifution’ of 
height : confequently they give rife to an incredible number of ftreams. 
The Cauvery, the Bevany, and the Noel rivers, too; from their 
interfeGtion of the country in fo many different directions ; from the 
various branches that are forced out of them into feparate and diftinct 
channels, as well as from the fupply of water that they receive from a 
double monfoon, contribute in a high degree to the fertility of the 
foil, and, though the religious tenets of the Bramins have a ftron 
tendency to forward cultivation, the mosal and political do¢trines of 
that fe&t are not lefs calculated to encourage agriculture. 

© Qvict, fober, diligent, and abitemious, though corrupt as vice 
can,make him with reipect to fome other duties, the Hindoo cultivator 
more than compenfates for the want of that active induftry which cha- 
raéterifes the chriftian hufbandman, by a degree of patient perfever- 
ance, unknown amongtt the inhabitants of other countries ; accuftomed 
through every ftage of life to bend his body or to {quat on the ground, 
he readily becomes an excellent cultivator of the earth, and, from the 
minute attention with which he regards whatfoever is the objeét of his 
purfuit, no weed is fo trifling as to efcape his obfervation, no tendril 
fo concealed as to avoid his refearch. The land too, as if grateful 
for fuch extraordinary attention, yields a rciurn beyond any equal 
{pace on the furface of this globe. Without any manure whatfoever, 
and folely dependant on water to fertilize the foil, Hindoftan, in ge- 
neral, produces two, three, and fometimes four harvefts. ‘I'anjore 
annually produces five, nay fix fucceflive crops have been reaped in 
that country.’ 

The march of the army from Singanellore to Erroad offers 
to view one of thofe fingular temples which are paralleled only 
in the antient accounts of Syria: 

‘ Avanathee, near one of the grounds of encampment on this 
march, is a weil built village, with a {mall yet ftately pagoda, about 
one hundred and fifty feet in height. A ftaircafe incapable of admit- 
ting two men abreait, or even one bulky perfon, winds to its top; 


and as innumerable {warms of Batts fly about in every direétion, the 
afcent 
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afcent is not lefs offenfive than dangerous to theeyefight. A fabRantial 
wall, twelve feet high, furrounds the pagoda. Three well built fwamy 
houfes, or temples with arched roofs, and doors at one end, ftand in 
the enclofure; and, at no confiderable diftance feveral brats and cop- 
per images that had been concealed with much caution were difcovered 
jn a deep cell. Thefe, doubtlefs, in times of peace, occupied the 
temples, and fymbolically reprefented certain attributes of the Su- 

reme Being, to whom alone Gentoos confecrate places of worthip. 

‘ In front of this building ftands an obelifk, forty-five feet high, on 
the top of which there is ay be that is only light on certain feitivals. 
In the neareft ftreet, two unwieldy carriages attracted the notice of 
every paflenger. Each of them fupported a huge and irregular 
frame of teakwood, on which were carved figures of the moft difgutit- 
ing appearance. When the lamp is lighted, thefe carriages are put 
in motion by men and bullocks. _Bramins and others in the hopes of 
obtaining remiffion of their fins aflift by pulling at the traces, and 
many infatuated females proftrating themfelves before the wheels, 
meet a death alike certain and much more terrible than the funeral 
pile. Aclear ftream that empties itfelf into the Noel river feparates 
the village from the fanétuary ; but, the communication is rendered 
eafy by means of a ftrong but inelegant {tone bridge. : 

« From the top of the Pagoda there is a view that can never fail to 
pleafe ; the mountains here, forming an immenfe arch, which ftretches 
from the fouth towards the north, of a fudden rife in one grand and 
majettic wall, that ranges at the diftance of from twenty to thirty 
miles ; jungles eternally verdant completely overfpread the furface of 
thofe mountains from their bafe to their fummits, and the plains 
around as far as eye can reach are fertile in the extreme. Large 
clumps of trees with extenfive fheets of water protect and enrich the 
country.; villages defended by walls, hedges, and ditches, are to be 
feen in every dire€tion, and however bold the affertion, it is never- 
thelefs true, that no part of Great Britain exhibits a higher ftate of 
cultivation.’ 

It is charaéteriftic of this writer that he uniformly gives a 
very unfavourable idea of the moral character of the Hindoos; 
and that he afcribes this general depravity not to the habitual 
defpotifm, under which they have fo long toiled, like bees, not 
for themfelves,—but to the objectionable tendency of their reli- 
gious opinions. 

The ftyle of Mr. Mackenzie frequently borders on the ori- 
ental manner ; particularly at the clofe of the fecond and at the 
opening of the third chapters. The ufe of whither for whether, 
and fome other folecifms, may be fcarcely worth noticing. The 
notes are often very interefting. 

For the errors of the prefs the author apologizes, by defiring 


his readers to recolle& that the workmen are chiefly, ftrangers 
to the Englith language, ” ‘ 
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Art. V. Lefures on Ele@ricity. By G.C. Morgan. t2me. 
z Vols. pp. 784. 10s.6d. Boards. Johnfon. 1794- 
I" is a queftion whether the eager paffion for accumulating 
experiments in the popular branches of natural philofophy be, 
on the whole, favourable to the advancement of genuine fcience, 
The tedious refearch is apt to degenerate into mechanical la- 
bour; the memory and imagination only are employed; and 
the fublime faculty of reafon, from the want of due exercile, 
remains feeble and contracted, ready to adopt any fuperficial 
hypothefis. Experiment is intended to fharpen and extend the 
indications of the fenfes, and to furnifh materials for the exclu- 
five application of the underftanding. In the eftimation of the 
true philofopher, a few fimple—perhaps neglected—but diftin@ 
—appearances have more value than a multitude of recondite 
facts extorted from nature by artificial combinations. When 
the powers of the mind are thus concentrated, they act with 
their full energy and effect.— Mere experimenters bewilder 
themfelves with thofe metaphyfical prejudices, which arife from 
our early and habitual attention to material objedts. Of caufa- 
tion the moft inaccurate conceptions are frequently entertained, 
which influence the general train of fpeculation. ‘The prefent 
fyftem of things refults from the arbitrary appointment of the 
Supreme Architect ; and it is the bufinefs of the philofopher to 
difcover, at leaft to approach, thofe laws or ultimate facts which 
connect the various changes in the wniverfe:—nor will he 
plunge into obfcurity by employing the agency of fubtle matter, 
which eludes the grafp of the fenfes, and derives all its pro- 
perties from the creative power of fancy. 

Such reflections are peculiarly applicable to the prefent ftate 
of electricity. Scarcely was the empire of reafon reftored, and 
the principles of found philofophy diffufed over Europe, when 
a new and brilliant fcene of difcovery opened to view. Men 


were delighted, aftonifhed! they trod in a fairy-land; and, — 


after the firft tranfports of admiration were fubfided, the expli- 
cation of the phenomena feemed to mock the fober efforts of the 
underftanding. Hence that eharming fcience has generally 
been neglected, as trivial or unprofitable, by the more pro-e 
found philofophers. It has become the favourite department of 
fuperficial inquirers, who amufe their leifure or exercife their 
ingenuity by varying the appearances, or by inventing plaufible 
bypothefes. Our fentiments on this fubjeét coincide with thofe 
of Mr. Morgan: 

« Electricity is in its infantine ftate. Its language is imperfeét and 
obfcure. Its appearances are mott frequently difplayed to amufe the 


fenfes, or to aftonifh the ignorant. The empiric or the itinerant only | 


obtrude it upon the eyes ot the world, and it is known by philofophers 
| only 
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onlv as a curious detail of facts, infulated by very peculiar properties, 
aud confufed, owing to a want of arrangement or reference to general 
principles. In fhort, electricity is contidered as deftitute of all ftimu- 
lants, either to provoke our vanity, or to inflame our ambition. For 
this reafon, it is rarely made an object of cager and complete atten- 
tion, or of thac perfevering activity by which alone it can rife to its 
proper confequence and maturity.’ 

The author’s fuccefs does not wholly correfpond, however, 
with the ardour of his expectations. He appears to poflefs 
more vigour than correctnefs of conception, Had his fa~ 
gacity the abfolute government of his fancy, had his caution 
always equalled his induftry, he might perhaps have effected a 
memorable revolution in electrical fcience. With a tone of 
dogmatifm, he too frequently rejects one hypothelis only to 
frame another; and he feems contented if, by the help of me- 
taphorical language, he can picture to the imagination fome 
diftant refemblance to the phenomenon fubmitted to inquiry. 
His theories feldom arife out of the facts ; and what appears to 
be an affectation of fimplicity has led him into a iabyrinth of 
dificulties. Having appropriated, poflibly without due exa- 
mination, certain elementary principles, he labours itrenuoufly 
to extend them; and, in the profecution of this view, he 
feruples not to employ various modifications, and even to adopt 
auxiliary applications: hence that obfcurity both in thought 
and expreflion which pervades the theoretical part of the work. 

While we cenfure the general execution of this treatife, how- 
ever, we muit applaud its ingenuity. It is diftinguifhed from 
ordinary performances by an originality in the arrangement and 
felefion of the materials. Principles are more kept in view; 
feveral curious refearches are initituted and new inftruments 
exhibited ; and that idle collection of experiments, calculated 
merely for amufement, is altogether omitted.—The fpirit of 
innovation is univerfally beneficial. Every attempt to fhake 
the blind acquiefcence in fafhionable fyftems excites inquiry, 
and prepares at adiftance the eftablifhment of truth. 

In reviewing this work, we will not attempt to correct any 
errors into which the author may have fallen, nor to place the 
queflionable points in a clear light. The experiments and ob- 
fervations, which it is our fortune to have made in eledtricity, 
would poffibly exhibit this icience under a new afpeét : —but to 
explain our ideas fully would lead us into difcuffions foreign to 
the nature of our work, and beyond its boundaries. We fhall 
therefore ufe the ordinary language of electricians. 

The introdu@ory le€ture is written with {pirit, and contains 
fentiments and reflections calculated to roufe the attention of the 
ftudent. Mr. Morgan defcribes the origin of artificial eleGri- 
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city, difcriminates its effects, eftimates the extent and law of 
its influence, and hints at a general theory. He next explains 
the elementary apparatus, and confiders fully the qualities of 
the eleétric fpark. The properties of the Leyden jar, and the 
varieties in the appearances arifing from the different forms of 
the veflel, from the quality of the coating, and from the nature 
of the difcharging rod, are difcuffed at confiderable length. 
On this important fubjeét, he introduces fome refinements of 
the common theory. ‘Ihe principles advanced are likewife ex- 
tended to the Ele&trophorus and Doubler. The nature of 
ele&rical light is then confidered with much accuracy, and fe- 
veral new and interefting obfervations are detailed. 

The fecond volume commences with an inquiry concerning 
the conducting power of bodies. This is determined in five 
different ways, but not with fufficient precifion. Some com- 
plex inftruments are employed in the refearch. The fubftances 
examined are particularly water, alcohol, the oils, the acids, 
the gafes; alfo lac, fulphur, glafs, dignum vite, charcoal, and 
the metals. ‘The theoretical explanation follows. 

The exiftence of an electric fluid has generally been taken 
for granted. This fundamental principle Mr. Morgan at- 
tempts to demonftrate, and he conceives that the ftriking ef- 
fects exhibited on bodies under the ele&ric influence afford in- 
dubitable evidence of the prefence of fome corporeal agent. We 
cannot admit the legitimacy of this argument. As well might 
he conclude that the phenomena of gravitation and magnetifm 
are produced by certain fubtle zatermedia ; nay, that the com- 
munication of motion from one body to another is performed 
by the operation of a peculiar ztherial aura :—but how much 
foever we refine on the fenfes, the agent is ftill material ; and 
the real difficulty, we fhould fay impoffibility, of accounting 
for the origin or continuance of motion fubfifts in its full force. 

It is curious to obferve the efforts made in different periods 
of fociety to emerge from fenfible objets, in order to attain an 
adequate idea of mind. ‘The conceptions were ufually bor- 
rowed from thofe material, but almoft invifible and intangible, 
fubdftances, which we recognize principally from their effects. 
{n the antient languages, the terms which denote mind prima- 
rily fignified a wind or breathing. The fame prejudice, the 
fame darknefs of apprehenfion, has dire&ted the views of modern 
electricians. At the fame time that they reprefent their darling 
fluid as material, they afcribe to it all the qualities of mind ; 
and not of that lower fpecies of mind, the fource of animation, 
but of that fublime principle endowed with the fenfitive and 
rational faculties. The eleétric fluid is capable of volition and 
reflection; nay, it decides with infallible certainty. Yet it is 

not 
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not altogether exempt from caprices ; it has Rertnin ApS pAAEP 
and predilections. ‘ The fluid choofes that channe which af- 
fords the ea/ie/? paflage.’. Pr. 201. vol. il. When it finds too 
much refiffance in the {pace adjacent, it makes an effort to fe~ 
cure other paflages.’ P. 78. vol. it. While fuch language is 
ufed in thefe enlightened times, let us not caft any reproach 
on the pucrile fubtleties of Ariftotle and the mytftic dreams of 

Plato. als . 
Mr. Morgan conceives friction to be nothing but fucceflive 
reflure, and fuppofes the extrication of the electric fluid to be 
produced by the approximation of the particles of bodies, in the 
{ame manner as heat is generated in chemical mixtures, This 
reprefentation feems neither correct nor fatisfactory. Repeated 
application of preflure differs from friction in being unattended 
by that general tremor which is probably moft eflential, Be- 
fides, if this were the true explication, the electricity would 
proceed from both the fubftances rubbed againft each other ; 
which is contrary to fact, fince thefe are invariably found to be 
in oppofite ftates. “The tigns of electricity difcovered in eva- 
poration are not owing to the union or contact of the aqucous 
and aérial particles, as our author imagines ; for the converfion 
of water into pure fteam, by boiling, affords the fame appear- 
ances, In all the chemical combinations, there is not merely a 
condenfation ; a total change takes place in the internal ftruc- 

ture. : 

Mr. Morgan would fain banifh repulfion from the fcience of 
Elefricity. He even endeavours to reduce the phenomena 
under the general Jaws of gravitation. | Prepofterous attempt ! 
© While the electric Auid is leaving the filken thread, it carries 
the thread to which it is attached towards the excited furface: 
but when the filken thread receives the fluid, it is apparently re- 
pelled by the excited furface; forthe courfe of tne fluid is then into 
the furrounding air, and confequently its direétion becomes the 
direction of the thread.’ (p. 33, vol.i.) Weconfels it is not very 
eafy to comprehend the author’s meaning. Suppofe a piece of 
glafs, which Mr. Morgan admits to be impervious to the electric 
fluid, were interpofed between the thread and the excited fub- 
itance: according to this theory, there could then exift neither 
attraclion nor repulfion. Moreover, we fhould be drawn into this 
paradoxical conclufion, that the force, with which clecirified 
bodies attract or repel each other, is proportional to the rapidity 
of the diffipation of their contained fluid. Another confequence 
of this pofition ftill more extraordinary is, that, if the two’bodies 
were equally electrified, the one would recede as falt as the other 
approached, — We have beftowed more words than the oceafion 
deierves, 
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deferves, did it not illuftrate the extreme avidity with which 
Mr. Morgan propofes fuperficial hypothefes. 

Our author aflerts that conduétors only tran/mit the electric 
fluid, but are incapable of containing it. “They depofit what 
they receive on the furrounding air, and, as occafion offers, 
difcharge it inftantaneoufly. Were this opinion adopted, it 
would eftablifh an abfolute difcrimination, which does not feem 
to obtain between conduors and electrics. What fhould we 
make of thofe fubftances termed imperfeét conduftors? By what 
power is the charged air detained on the furface of condu@ors? 
Metallic balls can be eleétrified in vacuo equally asin air; which 
affords a decifive argument again{t the opinion advanced. 

The mode in which the force of attra@ion (the only force 
which he vouchfafes to allow) operates, when electrics are 
charged, is capable, in Mr. Morgan’s opinion, of an eafy ex- 
planation. Unfortunately, this explanation appears fomewhat 
unintelligible. © That the electric fluid is attra‘ted differently 
by the external and internal portions of a homogeneous fubftance, 
will not readily be granted. When he talks of a force rendered 
aétive by the abfence of the particles on which 't was exerted, 
we look in vain for metaphyiical accuracy. Who does not 
perceive that force invariably implies reciprocity? Yet is this 
abftra& term, this ens rationis, indulged with ‘* a Jocal habita- 
tion” and a corporeal vefture. The confequences which Mr. 
Morgan pretends to draw from his theory are therefore unfound- 
ed. Had the views been more precife, we fhould not have met 


with this fentence: * There are cafes in which a quantity of © 


fluid is, as it were, let loofe, and refts, apparently uncombined, 
on the furface of electrics.’ P.103. vol. i. Such vague language 
is unfuitable to works of philofophy. 


The explication given of the difcharge of the Leyden jar in- _ 
volves the fame obfcurity of conception: * When you connect | 


the outfide and the infide of a phial by a metallic rod, you do 
nothing more than annihilate all diflance between the body which 
attracts and that which is attracted.’ P. 116. vol. i.—‘/n op- 
portunity is given for the attractive force to operate upon the 
accumulation on the pofitive fide; for this is releafed by the 
contemporaneous action of the negative upon the pofitive.’ 
P. x1. vol. i. 

To account for the perforation or burfting of eleCtrics, Mr. 
Morgan thinks it fufficient that, at a certain height of charge, 
the invigorated attraction of the negative fide overcomes the ad- 
hefion of the fluid to the central mafs. Why fhould this fepara- 
tion occafion the rupture of the containing fubftance ? Muft we 
acquiefce in the vague and unphilofophical pofition that the elec- 
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tric fluid, in the efforts to efcape, difpels every obftacle to its 
progrefs ? It is hard that this zthe real being is completely de- 
pendant: it cannot pafs along without the help of fome inter- 
medium. If it burfts the connecting fubftance, no advantage 
accrues ; for air, which muft fill up the interruptions, Is ex- 
cluded from the clafs of conductors. Better had the fluid pre- 
ferred the entire paflage of air to the broken circuit :—but, in 
fuch inftances, it feems to fail of its wonted fagacity. It gives 
way to the petulance of paffion, and idly wrecks its vengeance 
on the fubftance which, with fuch reluctance, had ferved as the 
channel of its tranfmiflion. 

The fraGture of ele@rified bodies, Mr. Morgan juftly obferves, 
is moft apt to cnfue when the charge concentrates on a narrow 
{pot. When the affected furface is large, the oppofite fide can- 
not be brought into the ftate which precedes rupture, unlefs the 
ele&tric fluid be accumulated in proportion to the extent of 
charge:—but, if the accumulation of fluid be confined to a 
point, the oppofite point is incapable of affording the requifite 
quantity before a perforation takes place. Our author employs 
this principle to explain the noted properties of metallic points, 
and improves on the idea of Lord Stanhope. Mr. Morgan 
conceives that thefe pointed bodies, by confining their impref- 
fion to a fingle fpot, overccme the impervious quality of the air. 
He forgets that, to be confiftent with his principle, it would 
require the ftratum of intervening air to be very narrow. Be- 
fides, the fame phenomena might be expected when the pointis 
immerfed in oils and other fluid eleStrics. As a radical error, 
however, affes the general principle, it were fuperfluous to ex- 
amine its various applications. 

The pertinacity with which the author perfifts in excluding 
repulfion from the fcience of electricity, and in denying the 
aptitude of conduétors to contain the electric fluid, colours the 
whole train of his fpeculations. His incorreét defire to attain 
fimplicity again draws him into obfcurity and error. Inftead of 
viewing the phenomenon of the Leyden jar as the refult of 
the particular application of a more general law, he endeavours 
to extend its principles to the explication of the properties of 
the Ele&trophorus and Doubler. It is no wonder that the at- 
tempt appears violently ftrained, and that the comparifons in- 
{tituted fail in all the eflential points. Rather than abandon 
his hypothefis, he would account for the neceflity of rubbing 
the furfaces of the electric before its contact with the plate of 
the Electrophorus, by fuppofing that ¢ the attraGtion he has 
alluded to fo frequently may be helped by an accumulation of 
the fluid on the furfaces, ju/? as a {mall drop of water or oil, ex- 
panded on their furface, promotes the adhefion of two pieces of 
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gla/s.’ (vol. i. p. 161.) If the hafty fuggeftions of fancy may 
thus be calied in atevery turn, it will always be eafy to devile 
plaufible explications.—The mode in which Mr. Bennet ac- 
counts for the operation of his Doubler is indeed liable to fome 
objections, fince it prefuppofes principles which, although 
highly probable, have not yet been demonftrated. ‘The expe- 
riment, related in page 188, which Mr. Morgan urges in op- 
pofition, is not ftrictly applicable, and fome of ,his objec- 
tions are not well founded. ‘That the elcétricity exhibited by 
the Doubler fhouid not increafe in a geometrical ratio, as the 
theory prefumes, is very confiftent ; for, after it has gained a 
certain degree of intenfity, it diffipates among the contiguous 
matter as faft as it colleéts.—Mr. Morgan’s idea, that the 
Doubler is only a double Electrophorus, appears to deferve at- 
tention. 

Annexed to the firft volume, is an eflay containing obferva- 
tions on electric light, which, with a few exceptions, are inge- 
nious and important: but, as thefe have been publifhed in the 
Philofophical Tranfactions, we fhall not detain our readers with 
an abftract of them. 

Mr. ce Ee proceeds to inveftigate the conducting 
qualities poflefled: by different fubftances, and affected by their 
different forms and dimenfions. This important inquiry,we have 
already obferved, is attempted in five different ways; yet the 
refults are not always confiftent and fatisfatory. The firff 
which he employs is, by means of an inftrument of a peculiar 
conftru€tion, to prefent two circuits to the paflage of the elec- 
tric fluid, with the view of afcertaining which is preferred. It 
is evident that this felection implies in his darling fluid an un- 
f{urmountable principle of union, Yet he maintains that fome 
bodies permit only a partial difcharge, or afford a difficult paf- 
fage. This laft epithet, fo often mifapplied, refers properly to 
the exertions of animated agents. What becomes of the reft 
of the charge? If two conductors be prefented in all circum- 
ftances alike, Mr. Morgan would be puzzled to determine on 
which the choice would fall. He will certainly allow that every 
portion of a conductor muft perform its office. No matter 
whether this conductor be compound, or confift of feveral 
branches ; each of them will convey a quantity of the fluid cor 


‘re{ponding to the degree of its conducting quality. The fame 


argument will extend to conductors of different kinds. 

The fecond method propofed is to meafure the momentary 
expanfion of certain fluids, particularly air, confined in a tube: 
through which an electric fhock is fent. The apparatus ufed 
for this purpofe appears to want neatnefs and accuracy. ‘The 
railing of weights, and the application of pulleys and ftop- 
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cocks, are not fuited to the rapid motion examined. The 
manner in which the author would account for this expanfion 
is unfatisfactory. He afcribes it to the adhefion between the elec. 
tric fluid and the conne@ting medium, which thereby partakes of 
‘ts motion. If fuch were the true explanation, the expanfion 
could only happen in the longitudinal dimenfions. Adhefion 
and attraction are likewife fynonymous terms, or the force 
with which one body unites to another is equal to that neceflary 
to detach it;—and, if the eleétric fluid ftrongly attracts fuch 
fubftances as air, it will diffufe itfelf through them with incon- 
ceivable rapidity. Here then is the logical argument, redudtio 
ad abjurdum. : ' 

The third method for difcovering the condu€ting quality of 
bodies is to meafure the ftriking diftance, or the interval of 
air through which a given charge can be fent. This plan is 
liable to inaccuracy, for the electric fluid notably efcapes before 
the general explofion takes place ; nor is it eafy to aflign the 
point of principal effet, which will alfo depend on the celerity 
of the conductor’s approach. ‘The refult varies, too, according 
to the figure and magnitude of the knobs by which the conduce 
tor is terminated, 

The fourth method employed is founded on the eftimation of 
the breaking or luminous diftance. It is applicable chiefly to 
fluids. If thefe be inclofed in a glafs tube, and oppofite wires 
inferted and approximated within a certain limit, an electric ex- 
plofion will be attended with great brilliancy and the violent dif- 
perfion of the glafs. Why this effect is produced Mr. Morgan 
does not explain: but he conceives the interval between the me- 
tallic points to be a meafure of the conducting quality of the 
fluid fubmitted to examination. Itis clear, however, that this 
mode of trial muft be very imperfect, fince the width and 
ftrength of the tube are not taken into the account :—not to 
mention the infuperable difficulty of diftinguithing the precife 
limit of fonorous explofion. In proportion as the ends of the 
wires are feparated, the fharp found of the difcharge will pafs by 
imperceptible degrees into a faint whifper. Mr. Morgan al- 
leges that * when the points are at certain diftances from each 
other, a part only of the charge pafles through :’ (p. 64. vol. ii.) 
will he maintain, in oppofition to the law of continuity, that 

an inftantaneous tranfition is made? 

The fifth method is furnifhed from the meafures of the refi- 
duum ot electrical charges. The more perfe& conduétors ma 
be prefumed to accomplifh a more complete difcharge. Yet 
here alfo is a fource of error, The quantity of refiduum will 
depend on the fhortnefs of the time elapfed during the applica- 
tion of the conduélor, If, inftead of approaching this dif- 
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charger a fecond and third time, we had kept it in its firft {rtuz» 
tion for triple the almoft momentary {paee of time, the effec? 
would have been the fame. 

Notwithftanding thefe experiments are liable to fuch weighty 
objetions, the conclufiens which they afford, in certain in- 
ftances, may be regarded at leaft as approximations that poflef3 
fome value. It appears that the ftriking diftance between two 
points is three times greater than that between a point and a 
plane, and ten times greater than that between two planes. 
When balls are ufed, this limit extends with the increafe of 
their diameters and diminution of the charge.. A fhock pafles 
more readily in water from one plane to another, than from a 
point toa plane; exactly the reverfe of what takes place in air. 
The conduéting property of water is improved: by the addition 
of common fait or nitre, and efpeeially of acids. Fhe ful- 
phuric acid is fo eminently a condudior of -eleAricity as to fur- 
pafs even charcoal, and'to rank next tothe metals. A change 
of temperature, however, greatly affecis the refults;. infomuch 
that boiling water exceeds fulphuric acid in the facility with 
which it tranfmits the electric fluid. The fame property, 
though in a lefs degree, is manifeft in hot oils. Alcohol is in- 
ferior to water as a conductor, and the different oils and «ther 
Sollow. Of the folid tmpe: fect conductors ox electries, the or- 
der is this ;—bees-wax, fulphur, plate glafs, and fhell-lac. 
Hence Mr. Morgan takes occafion to recommend fhell-lac 2s 
the beft ingredient in aj] cafes for infulation. The different 


gafes conduct electricity nearly in proportion to their rarity, 


the hydrogenous being by far the moft remarkable. With res 
gard to the metals, our author concludes that they pefle{s equal, 
or almoft equal, conducting powers. In this nice inveltigae 
tion, the imperfection of his mode of experimenting is mott 
fenfibly felt. ‘That mercury is vaftly inferior to the other me- 
tals as a conductor, it’ requires: no profound obfervation to 
evince ;—and thefe' metals differ as-widely in this as in the re& 
of their properties. Not to recur to othef:proofs of this afler- 
tion,. we may: refer to tlre late experiments on animal elec- 
tricity. Mir. Morgan remarks, indeed, that the electric fluid 
meets with forae refilt=nce in its pafiage through: metallic con 


‘ductors, when they are particularly circumftanced. Thus, 


the difcharge would rather pafs through 7+8rhs of an inch of 
air and a wire one foot long and 1} inch in diameter, than 
through a wire alone 142 yards in length 4-25th of an inch in 
diameter; which difference was not perceptible when the fmail 
wire was coiled up and placed in the circuit, The cale of in- 


cerrupred Conductors is more remarkable; and Mn Morgaa , 
rasa . 
could 











Lady Burrell’s Thymbriad.—Telemachus. Qq 








t culd not fail to obferve the prominent contraft in that refpect, 
| ‘between a chain and a wire of the fame length. 
; [Yo be concluded next month. ] Les..e. 
i T 
F Art. VI. The Thymbriad, (from Xenophon’s Cyropoedia.) By 
. Lady Burrell. 8vo. pp.154- 6s. Boards. Leigh and Sotheby. 
: 1794 
4 Arr. VI. Télemachus. Py Lady Burrell. €6vo. pp. 78. 468 
. Boards. Leigh and Sotheby. 1794. 
if voucH thefe two poems are publifhed feparately, we give 
s & our opinion of them jointly, becaufe they are of the fame 
a character. They are both grounded on well-known ftories; both 
r. amplify the original incidents and fentiments, in order to afford 
a an opportunity-of difplaying the poet’s defcriptive powers; both 
\< exprefs at large, in fet {peeches, the emotions and paflions re- 
. {fpectively belonging to the principal characters; and both are 
e compofed in an ealy kind of meafure, very fuitable for fictitious 
‘a narrative, with no other difference than that the one is written 
Hy with, and the othér without, rhyme. 
v5 The ftory of Panthea, in Xenophon’s .Cyropocdia, is well 
1 known. In the original, it is related with a kind of fimplicity 
er fo truly pathetic a6 to command fympathy.and to invite imita- 
r- tion: yet in this, as in other cafes of a fimilar nature, the exe- 
c. cution has always been found exceedingly difficult. It has 
ae been, attempted by the ingeniqus author of The Village Curate: 
nt ‘but the imitation, as we had formerly occafion to remark *, 
¥," * was protracted to a tedious length. In the prefent exhibition 
wa of the itory, it appears with the addition of much original 
a}, matters it is embellifhed with many incidental defcriptions 
a and illuftrations, and the fentiments are unfolded at large with 
ot ff energy and fpirit. Yet, after all, we queftion whether the in- 
ee cidents, brought together from the various parts of the Cyro- 
to | poedia through which they are difperfed, and told .in connec- 
eft tion in the fimple manner of Xenophon, would not make a 
ae, fironger impredion on the reader’s fenfibility. We do not 
sini mean, however, to depreciate Lady Burrell’s performance. It 
id confirms the opinion which we have already expretied of her 
ang taients for ealy verfincation, (ice Rev. New Series, vol. xi. 
=, P. 445,) and will perhaps be read with mare pleafure than many 
nf more elaborate performances. Relerving to our readers the 
sas fatisfaction of perufing the principal ftory entire, we fhall.copy, 
in | by way of fpecimen, a few pleating lines defcribing the charac- 
vail ter of Tigranes; whofe father, with his family, had been made 
sal captive by Cyrus : 
an . * See Rev. N.S. vol, vi. p. 283. 
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* Silent and fad, with folded arms he gaz’d 

In agony, beyond what words can tell, 

While his expreitive countenance reveal’d 

The ftrong emotions of a feeling heart.— 

His was not beauty, but ’twas fomething more— 
’ Twas fenfe, twas pathos, beaming from the eye. 
His was the look intelligent, which {peaks 

‘The meaning of a mind, by Nature taught, 
Ardent yet tender, liberal and humane. 

His was the woice, that interefts the heart, 

The form, by unaffeéted grace adorn’d. 

His bright and happy temper was difpos’d 

For focial intercourfe, for converfe gay, 

Yet foften’d by the power of fympathy 

'To feel the wound which gave another pain. 
Fierce in the field, and eager for renown 

Was brave Tigranes, but in hours of peace 
Gentle and amiable, the kindeft fon, 

The tendereft lover in Armenia’s realm.’ 


The fame remarks may be applied, with little variation, to 
the poem entitled Telemachus: in which fo much only of the 
ftory of Fenelon is borrowed as concerns the paflion of Calypfo 
for the fon of Ulyfles, and the amour between that hero and the 
nymph Eucharis. Some new incidents are introduced; among 
which is the appearance of the ghoft of Achilles, to vindicate 
himfelf from the afperfion that love, and not revenge, induced 
him to retire from the war; and to warn Telemachus not to in- 
dulge an unworthy paflion. The fiction is extravagant ; and 
the counfel would have come with more propriety from Mentor, 
The poem, however, is enriched with defcriptive decorations : 
it glows with fentiment; and it fills the ear with the melody of 
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Arr. VIII. A Pra@ical Treatije on Peat Mof:, confidered as in its 
natural Stxte fitted for affording Fuel, or as fufceptible of being 
converted into Mold capable of yielding abundant Crops of ufeful 
Produce ; with full Directions for converting it from the State of 
Peat into that of Mold, and afterwards cultivating it as a Soil. By 
James Anderfon, LL.D. F.R.S. F.A.S.S. 8vo. pp.180. 45. 
Boards. Chapman. 1794. 

WE are happy to fee Dr. Anderfon once more a labourer in the 

‘¢ Field agricultural.” It isa pity that a man of his fuperior 

talents for experimental hufbandry, &c. fhould not, under a 

public eftablifhment, be wholly employed in the public fervice. 
Perfection, however, does not belong to human nature. Dr. 

A. has unfortunately imbibed more than a fufficient quantity 

of the fpirit of modern philofophers, which hurries them on to 

be more anxious about the credit of the difcovery than concern- 
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ing its utility: employing themfelves in controver(y, when 
they ought to be improving and perfecting each other’s ideas. 

Dr. A., believing that he has hit on a new idea re{pecting 
the propagation of peat-mofs, is folicitous to eftablifh it as his 
own. His eflay, he tells us, was written for the Board of 
Agriculture: but, for reafons given, be judged it better to 
publith it as a feparate work; and in order, it fhould feem, to 
file his pDiscoveRY in form, it was previoufly announced to the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh: 

« The firft part of the effay as it now ftands, with the pofticript, 
a little enlarged by fome additional obfervations, was read in the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, attheir meeting on the 6th of January 
laft; when the author found that, though the members prefent were 
jtartled at the novelty of the idea fuggefled, ane inclined for the pre- 
fent to with-hold their affent to it, yet they were not able to ftate a 
fingle fact, or to adduce an argument that tended to invalidate it in 
the {malleft degree. One of the members, refpectable for his phyfical 
refearches, did the author the honour to fay the theory was wholly 
his own,’ 

We are almoft forry that truth urges us to fay that the re- 
fpectable member was miftaken: as, fome time prior to the 
6th of January laft, we were in pofleilion of the idea: not in 
the fhape of an hypothefis raifed in Edinburgh, as the Doétor 
profefles his notion to be, but of an opinion drawn from faéts, 
which arofe in the examination of 2 Highland peat-mofs, 

Dr. Anderfon appears to have had much experience, and to 
have made accurate obfervations, on the peat-bogs of Aber- 
deenfhire; and he has formed his theory from them only. 
Peat-earth, however, is of varied origin: Chat-mofs near Man- 
chefter, the peat-grounds about Newbery, and the ordinary 
mofles of Scotland, are evidently diftinét produétions. 

Setting, therefore, the Dodtor’s theory of propagation afide, 
as not the moft valuable part of his book, we pafs on to his 
theory of cultivation. 

He divides his treatife into two parts ; confidering peat-bog 
in the diftin& capacities of fuel and /oil.—Of the former, his 
experience has led him to {peak with great ingenuity and accu- 
racy: refpecting the latter, the moft interefting particular arifes 
from a mere thought; an ingenious plan; which, however, 
remains yet in a ftate of theory, and is dubioufly practicable. 
Neverthelefs, it is poffible that it may prove an excellent 
thought. Peat-mofles form no fmall part of the Jevel furface 
of Scotland: they now lie wafte ; excepting fo far as they are 
ufeful for fuel; and any means of rendering them culturable, 
at a reafonable expence, would be an acquifition of territory to 
the country, 
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Taking it for granted that preffure is the great thing wanted 
to the produétivenefs of peat-mofs as a foil, Dr. A. offers a 
plaufible and we believe a new idea, refpecting the means of 
communicating preilure to the furface of the tendereft mofs. 
His idea being fimple, it is the more eafy to forma judgment of 
its praéticability; and we hope that the falfe delicacy of his 
friends will not deter others from endeavouring to proft by the 
propofal: namely, that of giving the required preflure with 
rollers, drawn over the furface of the mofs, by * means of 
moveable wooden foot-paths,’ (or rather we fhould fay horfe- 
piths,) * provided for the horfes to walk upon:’ with an in- 
genious apparatus (but, we think, much too heavy for * one 
{mali horfe,’) adapted to thefe paths. 

The moft infurmountable difficulty appears to be that of 
turning the apparatus at the ends of the lands, when thefe do 
not reach entirely acrofs the mofs: a difficulty againft which 
the propofer does not feem to have provided. ‘his, however, 
by ftudy and perfeverance, we doubt not, may be obviated ; 
and the advantage to poflefiors of extenfive mofles may become 
immente. By means of fuch paths, the furface is propofed to be 
afterward ploughed, &c. and the crop to be carried off. 

On the whole, this tract does Dr, Anderfon very great credit 


as a {cientific agricultor. Mu! 





Art. 1X. Aa Account of the diferent Kinds of Sheep found in the Ruffian 
Domizxicns, and among the Tartar Hords of Afia: By Dr. Pallas. 
Illuftrated with Six Pilates. ‘To which is added, Five Appendixes 
tending to illuftrate the natural and economical Hittory of Sheep 
and other Domettic Animals. By James Anderfon, LL.D. F.R.S. 

»A.S.S. 8vo. pp.185. 5s. Boards. Chapman. 1794, 


F 

7 greater part of this tract has appeared within the laft 

twelve or fifteen months, in a periodical publication en- 
titled The Bee, publifhed at Edinburgh, under the management 
of Dr.A.* The eflays were drawn up by a correfpondent of 
that mifcellany, under the fignature Aréiicus, from the original 
papers, and with the approbation, of Dr. Pallas; who has tra- 
velled through the wilds of Afia in queft of natural knowlege, 
under the patronage of the Emprefs of Ruffia. On thefe ob- 
fervations, fome fenfible remarks are made by Aréicus, whole 
ingenuity and public fpirit are confpicuous ; and to thefe are 
added fome valuable notes by the editor; followed by diftin@ 
eflays (alfo by Dr. A.) on fuch interefting topics, or parts of 
the general fubject, as appeared to him moit entitled to explana- 
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* We learn, with regret, that this work is difcentineed. Eighteen 
vols. {mall 8vo, are completed. 
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tion and difcuffion. Three of thele eflays were printed in The Bees 
ewo more are now firit publifhed ; and the five appear here, in 
the fhape of appendices to the papers of Aré@icus; which form 


body of the work. . 
<* yo ager colleively, we have a fund of informa- 


tion re{pecting this moft valuable animal, which we had not 
conceived it poflible to have collecied together at this time. 


We had no conception of fheep being, at this day, any where 
exifling in a ftate of nature: but, true it appears to wpe rg 
fpecies of theep is now found in the moft perfec ftate of wild- 
nefs: not in one particular {tate or region, but in diiterent and 
diftant countries. — This fpecies, however, Jiffers fo widely from 
the fheep of England and of the fouth ot Europe, that we cannot 
readily admit it as the one fole parent of theep; as Dr. Pallas 
declares it to be. Neverthelcfs, we can ealily conceive that the 

eep of Shetland, the native fheep of Scotlana, and of the northern 
kingdoms of the Continent, may be lineal defcendants ot what 
Dr. P. ftyles Ovis Fera, Siberian Argali, or WILD SHEEP ; of 
which we have the following defcription by Aréticus: 

¢ I fhall begin my paper with a general defcription of this animal, 
as it appears to be the parent of ail our domettic varieties of theep, 
however changed by fervitude, climate, food, &c. in the hands of 
man; but ic would fwell this differtation to a volume, to enter into Its 
diffetion, and all the other minutia of zoology, with my learned friend. 
The fame obfervation is applicable to the many phyfiological and ana- 
tomical inguiries with which his notes are ennched, but which I have 
taken the liberty only to give an outline of, with the conclufions he 
draws from them; and even that I preiume is fully as much as will 
fali into the plan of the fociety, or {uit the bounds allotted to papers 
in the Bee; but the curious inquirer may have recourfe for that {pecies 
of information to Dr. Pallas’s learned work, his Spicilegia Zoologica, 
faiciculus undecimus, printed at Berlin in 1776. 

‘ Dr. Pallas found the ovis fera, or wild fheep, in all its native 
vigour, boldnefs, and activity, inhabiting the vaft chain of moun- 
tains which run through the centre of Afia to the eaftern fea, and 
the branches which it fends off to Great Tartary, China, and the 
Indies. 

‘ This wild animal which our learned naturalift declares to be the 
mufinoxz of Pliny, and the ophion of the Greeks, is called argali by the 
Siberians, which means wild fheep; and by the Ruffians 4amennoi 
barann, or theep of the rocks, from its ordinary place of abode. 

* It delights in the bare rocks of the Afiatic chain juft mentioned, 
Where it is conftantly found bafking in the fun; but it avoids the 
woods of the mountains, and every other objeé that would intercept 
the direét rays of the glorious luminary. 

‘ Its food is the Alpine plants and fhrubs it finds amongft the rocks. 
The argali prefers a temperate climate, although he do:s not difdain 
that of Afiatic Siberia, as he there finds his favourite bare rocks, fun- 
shine, and A'pine plants ; nay it is even found in the cold eaftern ex- 
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tremity of Siberia and Kamtfhatka, which plainly proves that nature 
has given a moit extenfive range to the fheep in a wild ftate, equal 
even to what the has given to man, the lord of the creation; a fact 
that ought to make us flow in believing the affertions hinted at in my 
introduction, which tend to prove the fheep a local animal; or at leait 
confined to certain latitudes, to poffefs it in all its value *, 

« The argali loves folitude, or poflibly perfect liberty, and there- 
fore flees the haunts of all-fubduing man; hence it gradually abandons 
a country in proportion as it becomes peopled, if no unfurmountable 
object obitructs its flight ; infomuch that Dr. Pallas thinks that no- 
thing but the furrounding fea can account for the wild theep being 
found in an inhabited ifland; as is fometimes the cafe. 

« The ewe of the argali brings forth before the melting of the 
fnow. Her lamb refembles much a young kid; except that they have 
a large flat protuberance inftead of horns, and that they are covered 
with a woolly hair friazled and of adark grey. ‘There is no animat 
fo thy 2s the argali, which it is almoft impoffible to overtake on fuch 
ground as it keeps to. When purfued it does not run flreight forward, 
but doubles and turns like a hare, at the fame time that it fcrambles 
up, and over the rocks with wonderful agility. In the fame propor- 
tion that the adult arga/i is wild and untameable, the lamb is eafy te 
tame when taken young, and fed firft on milk, and afterwards on 
fodder, like the domeitic fheep, as has been found on numerous ex- 
periments made in the Ruffian fettlements in thefe parts. 

¢ This animal formerly frequented the regions about the upper 
Frtife, and fome other parts of Siberia, where it is no longer feen fince 
colonies have been fettled in thefe countries. It is common in the 
Mongalian, Songarian, and Tartarian mountains, where it enjoys its 
favourite folitude or liberty. The argali is found likewife on the 
banks of the Lena, up as high as 60 degrees of north latitude ; and it 
propagates its {pecies even in Kamtchatka, as noticed before. The 
doctor gives us a defcription of a young arga/i ram of that country, 
which he took from Steller’s zoological manufcript, a naturalift who 
had been fent in a former reign to explore the wilds of Siberia. 

¢ The ergali is alfo found in the mountains of Perfa, of which 
variety we have a ituffed fkin in the mufeum of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences, fent here by Gmelin, who travelled about the fame time 
with Pallas; and one of that lat mentioned gentleman from Dauria, of 
which he has given a general defcription whillt alive, to he {een at the 
end of this article; although he had not then fufticient leifure to be fo 

articular as he has been in the defcription of a female argali, (like- 
wife tranflated in this article,) although not with all the minutenefs of 
the dotior’s zoological accuracy ; for the reafons given above. 





« * We learn from Bruce’s Travels, or rather we have there a con- 
firmation of what was known long ago, that the orf is a native 
of a very hot climate, and is found in his greateft beauty, activity, fire, 
&c. between the latitudes 20° and 36°53 yet there is no part of the 
world where that noble animal is reared in greater perfeétion than in 
Great Britain, where by crofling the breed, you have obtained all the 
qualities of the different races united into one.’ 
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- ¢ The fame wild animal is alfo faid to obtain in the Kuril iflands in 
great fize and beauty.” } 
The fubjeAs of Dr. Anderfon’s Appendices are, 
« Appendix Fir/?. On what are called varieties or different drecds of 
domettic animals. oe . . | 
¢ Appendix Second. On the effeét of climate in altering the quality of 


wool. 
« Parallel between wool, hair, &c. and vegetables. 
* OFf the irfluence of heat or cold on the animal filament itfelf. 


« OF heat as producing a permanent variation of fleece of the in- 


dividual fheep. 
« Of heat, as affecting the progeny of fuch fheep, as have been 


{ubjeéted to its powerful influence. 
¢ Appendix Téird. Enquiries concerning the change produced on 
animals by means of food and management. __ 
* Appendix Fourth. Catalogue of fur-bearing animals that might be 


introduced into Britain. 

« Appendix Fifth. Dire@tions for choofing fheep ard other wool- 
bearing animals fo as to obtain the beft individuals of each breed.’ 
The feveral fubje&s are treated with that clofe attention and 

nice difcrimination which mark.in legible characters, Dr. A.’s 

talent for fcientific difcuffion. 

We do not mean to fpeak of any man as perfect and in- 
fallible: but, when we find only a few imperfections, we con- 
fider a work as allied to excellency. In the tract before us, 
(we fpeak of the editor’s own remarks,) we meet with few 
defeéts, indeed, which demand our attention: there is one, 
however, which requires notice. 

Dr. Pallas accounts for the fatty fubftance about the tail, 
which characterizes a particular breed or fpecies of Afiatic 
fheep, by the ‘ ditter faline paflures’ on which they have been 
accuitomed to feed. Dr. Anderfon properly doubts the influence 
of faline paftures, but adds; * of the effects of ditter paftures on 
the growth of fheep, we can have little experience in Britain ; 
as few of thefe bitter plants abound in any of our fheep-walks.’ 
In North Britain they may not: but in England, and in nearly 
every partof it, they are moft abundant. On commons of 
cooler moifture, the chamomile, the dwarf willow, &c. &c. 
are frequent: on the drier downs, and upland paftures, the 
wormwocd, horehound, and gentian prevail; and, on the richer 
lands, the dandelion, hawkweeds, agrimony, and a variety of other 
bitter plants, are abundant. We are clearly of opinion, how- 
ever, that neither the falt marfhes with which this ifland may 
be faid to be environed, nor the bitter grafles of the higher 
grounds, have any effect in changing the form of fheep. 

On other opinions and hypotheles of Dr. Pallas, we could 
have faid much, had not Dr, Anderfon’s remarks precluded us. 
hey are fuch, we do not hefitate tu fay, as render his tract 
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highly interefting to every man who enjoys his mutton, or exe 

periences the comforts of warm clothing ; ; and more efpecially 

to him who is concerned in the propagation and management [ 

of this moft ufeful and proftable animal. : 
? Mars) 
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Arr. X. A General View of the Fi/pery of Great Britain, drawn up 
for the Confideration of the Undertakers of the North Britith 
Fifhing, lately begun for promoting the general Utility of the In- 
habitants and Empire at large. By the Rev. John Lanne Bu- 
chanan. 8vo. pp. 253. 5s. Boards. Kay, &c. 


Ts is an irregular performance, requiring fome exertton 
and perfeverance to be rightly eftimated. Superficial 
readers will probably throw it a(rde, as the effufion of difap- 
pointment, refentment, or a warped underftanding : but, among 
much extraneous matter, thrown together in.a ftrange manner, 
we find fome valuable materials, which a more {kilful wark- 
man would have readily formed :into a goodly edifice. Mr. 
Lanne Buchanan, however, feems to be more the matter-ofe 
fact-man than the author. 

Conceiving the fifheries of the Britifh Coafts to be of the 
greatelt importance to the lafting profperity of the nation, we 
think it right to give the tract before us a more con{picuous 
place in our mifcellany, than it would have merited as a literary 
perfermance, 

As Mr. Buchanan pafled fome years in the Hebrides in cha- 
raQer of miflionary * ; made himfelf perfonally acquainted with 
fithermen and the nature of fifhing ; and is himfelf a fubfcriber 
to the fund of the Britifh Fithing Society, eftablifhed a few 
years ago; we confider him as entitled to attention. 


The author’s profefled object is to cenfure the managers of 


the fociety’s affairs; and, though he may have been led, in 
fome few inftances, to.a degree of rancour, yet he preffes for- 
ward a hoit of facts, from which we apprehend it will be difficult 
for the direors to fhield themfelves. He fets out with the 
origin of former Britifh fifhing companies, points out the 
prudent fteps which thefe companies took to obtain the defired 
end, marks the caufes which defeated their good intentions, 
and enumerates the advantages which have followed, notwith- 
dtanding that the main obje& has invariably mifcarried. He 
next inquires into the origin of the Dutch fifheries, dwells.on 
“ their careful mode of conducting their bufinefs,’ and fums u 

the advantages and difadvantages arifing to them from their 
* fteady perfeverance in carrying on the fifheries:’ taking 
every opportunity, however, of abuting the Mynheers, as if they 
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Had been engaged in fome private difpute about what might be 
called the Dutch Scotch fithery ; difgraceful enough, perhaps, 
to this nation, and redounding, in like proporstion, to the 
Dutch commercial credit and politica! wifdom. 

After having given an abftraé of the act for incorporating 
the Britifh Fifhing Soeiety, Mr. B. proceeds to thew that 
« the lations marked out by the managess are not the beft for 
the purpofe of extenfive fifhing’—‘ that the ableft and moft ex- 
perienced fifhers are not to be found where the villages have 
been erected’==* that the fifh are clfewhere more numerous, and 
vaftly fuperior in quality to the different kinds catched around 
the villages ereled by the undertakers :’ in fhort, ‘ that the 
infpectors of the proper fifhing flations have been mifled in 
their choice :’ finally entering into what he calls ‘a modeft 
enquiry into the expenditure of the public money, and how far 
the managers acted from principles of found policy :’ adding, 
however, to this finale, a conclufion and.a poftfcript. 

The charges of weight brought againft the Company are,— 
firft,, that of mif-judgment. in pitching on the fcene of action, 
which ought to have been in the Hebrides, not on the main 
land of Scotland; and,. fecondly, that of beginning at the 
wrong end of their work, by expending the monies fubfcribed 
in erecting coftly buildings, inftead of laying it out in veflels 
and tackle to catch fifth: 

‘ It is granted, that itore-houfes and fome leffer heufes for the active 
fifhers are, as they formerly were, abfolutcly necellary to begin with 
any probable degree of feeming fucccfs: but great coftly buildings 
for Collectors, Comptrollers, and even large public-houfes, eo 
have been at firft wanted, until the number of fifhers were able to de- 
fray part of the expences, at leait, to the Company by their fucefl- 
ful filhing.’ 

Befides thefe palpable errors of the Company, Mr. B. points 
eut fome errors of Government ; and, among the reft, the fol- 
lowing; which, we think with him, ‘ deferve ferious confider- 
ation, and call aloud for redrefs >’ 


* All herrings cured for home fale are fabje& to a duty of one fhil- 


ling per barrel if ufed in Scotland ; and only three pence and four 
pence uf ufed in England; which heavy duty muft greatly retard the 
Riheries. 
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fifheries, and is too glaring an impofition to pafs long without amend. 
ment. The cuftom-houfe fees in Scotland are become a nuilance to 
the adventurers, and fo heavy as to abforb the grcateft part of the 
bounty, efpecially on {mall veflels. This alfo calis aloud for redrefs.’ 


In page 179 we are told that 

« A manof refpeétability, named Mac Bride, and now in London, 
declares, that he faw 18 barrels of frefh herrings given for one barrel 
of falt to the mafter of a fmack, and three barrels for one fhilling 
fterling. 

« The owners judging this trifle better than to ailow them to rot 
without falt, as has been the cafe before. An ey minifter in 
SKYE told the author, that he had feen heaps upon heaps rotting on 
the fhore, and, until carried off to dang the ground, no man dorft 
pafs by on the leeward of them for the rotten offenfive effluvia emit- 
ted from the fifh.’ 

When we reflect on the lofs and difgrace which this nation 


mutt ftill fuffer, while the Dutch continue to draw perhaps mil- 
lions annually from our very fhores ; while a part of the na- 
tion live in the loweft ftate of wretchednefs for want of the 
means of employment, and in fituations the moft favourable 
for fifhing ; and this, while we are giving bounties to encou- 
rage a fifhery at many thoufand miles diftance ; we ourfelves, 
as well as the author, find it difficult to write coolly on the 


fubjeét. 
‘The immenfe quantities of fifh which frequent the coafts of 


the Hebrides exceed al] conception : 

‘ From the vafi multitude of fowls about St. Kilda, we are fure 
that the fifh muf be very plenty there. Let us for a moment, fays 
the Rev. Kenneth Mac Aulay, minifter, who aéted as miffionary there, 
confine our attention to the confumption made by one fingle {pecies of 
the numberilefs fowls that feed on the herring. 

« The folan goofe is almoft infatiably voracious ; he flies with great 
force and velocity ; toils all day with very little intermiffion, and di- 
gelts his food in a very fhort time ; he difdains to eat any thing worfe 
than herrings or mackarel, unlefs it be in a very hungry place, which 
he takes care to avoid or abandon. We fhall take it for granted that 
there are an hundred thoufand of that kind round the rocks of St. 
Kilda, and this calculation is by far too moderate, as no lefs than 
twenty thoufand of them are killed yearly, including the young ones. 
We thall fuppofe that the folan goofe fojourns in thefe feas for about 
feven months of the year, and that each of them deftroys five herrings 
in a day, a fubfiftence by no means adequate to fo greedy acreature, 
unlefs it were more than half fupported of other fifhes. Here we have 
one hundred thoufand millions of the fineft fifhes in the world de- 
voured annually by One fingle fpecies of the St. Kilda birds.’ 

« On the welt fide of the long ifle the very whales might be har- 
pooned with eafe and fafety, inftead of going to Greenland,’ (or, the 
author might have added, to the South Seas!) in queft of them, at 
much heavier expences, and greater danzer, annually. 


5 « The 
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‘ critical time for harpooning them is, when they arefeen 
ws herring by great mouthfuls, and each gap they make 
+s conttantly filled with freth {upplies, wifhing to fly beyond danger, 
but cannot for the thick bank before them, as they fiand pent up in 
lochs, by the heavy ftorm. And the ftrongeft whale dares not pierce 
through them; feeing he could not move his fins for the immenfe 
throng, much lefs rife to the furface to breathe ; therefore the monfter 
+; feen behind the herring, like a horfe eating at the face of a hay- 
rick.2——* Even with a hatchet and fword, Mr. Campbell of Scalpay 


killed a large one, who had followed the fhoal of herrings too far into 
a narrow creek.’ 

This tract abounds with ftrong ideas and ftatements of facts, 
which are well entitled to the attention of the Managers of the 
Britith Fifhery, and might be very ufeful to the Minitters of our 


Government. Mars... tl. 


—————— + 
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Aart. XI. Mufewm Leverianum. Containing fele& Specimens frpra 
the Mufeum of the late Sir Afhton Lever, Knt. With Defcriptions 
in Latin and Englifh by George Shaw, M.D. F. R.S. publifhed 
by James Parkinfon, Proprietor of the above Collection. gto. 
Vol. I. containing Five Numbers, confifting of 65 coloured Plates. 
11. 1s. each Number. Sold at the Mufeum, Surrey End of Black- 
friar’s Bridge. 

TH Mufeum of the late Sir Afhton Lever may juftly be 

confidered as refle&ting peculiar honour on the country ; 
and the care which has been taken in the prefervation of fo vatt 
an aflortment of the products of nature, with the continued ad- 

ditions which are making to it, muft be allowed to place in a 

very honourable point of view the exertions of the prefent pro- 

rietor. 

, It had long fince been fuggefted, by zealous admirers of na- 
tural hiftory, that a collection fo diftinguifhed fhould be made 
more generally ufeful by having its moft curious and interefting 
{ubjects {cientifically defcribed ; and indeed, when we confider the 
parade with which the contents of fome foreign mufeums, of far 
inferior confequence, have been difplayed to the public, we can- 
not but be furprized that fuch a work as the prefent fhould have 
been fo long delayed. At length, however, the pleafing tafk 
has been undertaken; and with much attention, and at a great 
expence, it has been delivered to the public in the form of fe- 
parate numbers. 

The fubje&s confift in general of the rareft and moft elegant 
{pecimens in the colle@tion. Several of them have never before 
been either figured or defcribed, and were of courfe entiiled to 
more particular attention. 

Dr. Shaw has, throughout, given the defcriptions in Latin 
and Englith ; and the profefled intent fecms to be to combine 
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amufement with inftruction. In confequence, while the ge- 
neric and fpecific characters, which are conducted with much 
accuracy, are of themfelves fufficient for the mere fyf{tematic 
natural:(t, the general or popular defcriptions afford the more 
pleafing account of the various particulars telative to the hiftory 
and manners of each animal. 

We may tuke, as an example, the Mocxinc THRUSH ; 
which is thus defcribed * : 

*« Generic CHARACTER. 

« Bill tout, obtufely carinated at top, bending a little at the point, 
and flightly notched near the end of the upper mandible. 

‘ Noftrils oval and naked, 


Tongue flightly jagged at the erd, 4 
Middle toe conneéted to the cuter as far as the firft joint. 


¢ Speciric CHARACTER, &c. 
Thruth of a lead-coloured brown above, whitifh beneath. 
Mocking Bird. 


x «& 


Raii, Synops. p. 64. No. 5. p. 185. No. 31. 
Sloan. Jam. Q. 300. Nos 34. 
Catefb. Car. 1. pl. 27. 

‘ The nightingale, fo uniformiy admired as the pride of the Eu- 
ropean woods, and fo celebrated from the earlie% ages for its fuper- 
eminent mufical powers, continued to bear the palm of melody from 
the reft of the feathered tribe till the difcovery of the weftern hemif- 

here. At that period the knowlege of the animal world was increafed 
an all its branches by a vaft variety of new and interefting {pecies ; 
many of which excced in fingularity of form al! that the old Continent 
had difplayed. ‘The opoffams, fo remarkable for the extraordinary 
manner in which they bear their young about them, long after the pe- 
riod of exclufion, were then firft difcovered : the pipa, or toad of Su- 
rinam, which in a manner directly oppefite, bears its young in nu- 
merous cells on its back, was another object of wonder to the naturalifts 
of Europe: while among birds, the prodigious fize of the condor, 
which feizes and carries off fheep, and even attacks and deftroys the 
larger cattle, oppofed to the diminutive race of humming-birds, fome 
of which are far lefs than feveral infe¢ts, and adorned with-celours 
which no art can exprefs, called forth all that admiration which philo- 
fophic inquirers matt ever feel at new and curious difcoveries in the 
hiftory of nature. : 

* Among birds poffeffed of mufical powers, a fpecies of thruth was 
found to exiit, to whofe voice even the warblings of the nightingale 
were judged inferior. It is remarkable that many of the highly gay 
and brilliant birds of America are dettitute of that pleafing power of 
Yong which gives fo peculiar a charm to the groves and fields of 
Europe ; and an elegant poet has beautifully expreffed the fuppofed 
{uperiority of our own ifland in this re{pect : 








* We give the Englifh only, for the fake of comprifing the article 
within as narrow a compals as poflible; ref ting to the volume for 
the Latin part of the deicription, 

«* Nor 
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*« Nor envy we the gaudy robes they Ient 
Proud Montezuma’s realm, whofe legions caft 
A boundlefs radiance waving on the Sun, 
While Philomel is ours ; while in our fhades 
Thro’ the foft filence of the liftening night 
The fober-fuited fongftrefs trills her lay.”’ 

¢ The mufic however of the nightingale has always been confidered 

as plaintive or melancholy, and fuch as conveys ideas of diftrefs. 
‘ Fle noLtem, ramoque fedens, miferabile carmen 
Integrat, et meeftis late loca queftibus implet. 
« Darkling the wails in fadly-pleafing ftrains, 
And melancholy mufic fills the plains. 

¢ But the notes of the bird now to be defcribed are of a livelier na- 
ture, a bolder ftrain, and of a more varied richnefs and force of tone. 
It fings both by day and night, and generally feats itfelf on the top 
of fome {mall tree, where it exerts a voice fo powerfully ftrong, and 
fo {weetly melodious, as to charm even to rapture thofe who lilten to 
its lays. 1f we may rely on the atteftations of thofe who have refided 
on the weftern continent, all the thrilling fweetnefs, and varied mo- 
dulations of the nightingale, muit yield to the tranfcendent mufic of 
the fongfter of America. 

« Exclufive of its own enchanting note, it poffeffes the power of 
imitating thofe of moft other birds ; nay it evencarries this propenfity 
fo far as to imitate the voices of various other animals, as well as dif- 
ferent kinds of domeitic founds, 

‘ This wonderful bird is as undiftinguifhable by any peculiar gaiety 
of appearance as the European nightingale. Its general colour is a 
pale cinereous brown; the wings and tail deeper, or inclined to black- 
ith; the under part of the body is nearly white, and the two exterior 
feathers of the tail are of the fame colour, with dark margins; the 
bill and legs are black ; the covert feathers of the wings are flightly 
tipped with white, and fome of the fhorter or fecondary wing- 
feathers are white alfo, forming a mark of that colour on the wing. 

€ It is nearly the fize of the common or fong-thrufh, but of a more 
delicate fhape. Of this bird there is a fmaller variety, which has a 
white line over each eye; this, by fome authors, (and amongtt others 
by Linné,) is made a diftin& fpecies. Mr. Pennant, however, has 
regarded it merely in the light of a variety. It has alfo been feen with 
a {potted breaft, which probably is the ftatein which it appears before 
it has attained its full plumage. 

‘ This bird is an inhabitant of all the warmer parts of America, 
and is found as far North as the United Britifh States. It chiefly fre- 
quents moift woods, and feeds principally on the different kinds of 


berries.’ 
Another defcription fhall be taken from that of the Tiochilus 
Qrnatus, or RuFF-NECKED HUMMING-Birp. 
‘ Generic CHARACTER. 


* Bill flender and weak, in fome flrait, in others incurvated. 
* Noftrils minute. 


* Tongue very long, formed of two conjoined cylindric tubes, mifiile. 
Rev, Jan. 1795. E © Toes, 


i ee a 


i," 





























































50 Shaw—Mujeum Leverianum, 


¢ Toes, three forward, one backward. 
* Tail confilling of ten feathers. Pennant. 





¢ Specific CHARACTER, &¢. 
¢ Strait-billed, brown, humming-bird, with ferfugineous creil, 
old-green throat, and elongated neck-feathers on each fide. 
¢ Tufted-necked humming bird. 
Lath. Synops. p. 


« L’oifeau mouche dit le Hupecol de Cayenne. 

Pt. Enl. 640. f. 3. 

¢ The brilliant and lively race of humming-birds, fo remarkable 
at once for their beautiful colours and diminutive fize, are the pecu- 
liar natives of the American continent, and, with very few exceptians, 
are principally found in the hotteft parts of America. Their vivacity, 
{wiftnefs, and fingular appearance unite in rendering them the ad- 
miration of mankind ; while their colours are fo radiant, that it is not 
by comparing them with the analagous hues of other birds that we are 
enabled to explain with propriety their peculiar appearance, but by 
the more exalted brilliancy of polifhed metals, and precious ftones : 
the ruby, the garnet, the fapphire, the emerald, the topaz, and po- 
lifhed gold, being confidered as the moft proper objects of eluci- 
dation. 

« It is not however to be imagined that all the fpecies of humming- 
birds are thus decorated ; fome are even obfcure in their colours, and 
inftead of the prevailing {plendor of the major part of the genus, ex- 
hibit only a faint appearance of a golden-green tinge, flightly dif. 
fufed over the brown or purplifh colour of the back and wings. The 
genus is of a very great extent, and in order that the {pecies may 
with greater readinefs be diftinguifhed, it has been found neceflary to 
divide them into two fections, viz. the curve-billed and the ftrait- 
billed. It is under the latter of thefe divifions that we muft rank the 
fpecies here reprefented, which is one of the rareft of the whole tribe, 
and is a native of Cayenne, 

‘ In fize it is nearly equal to the trochilus colubris, or common 
red-throated humming-bird, fo often feen in the United Britifh States, 
but its colours are far different. The upper parts of the body are 
green-gold; the wader parts, except the throat, are brownith, grae 
dually becoming white on the lower part of the abdomen: the head 
is ornamented with a large upright, and fomewhat compreffed creft, 
of a delicate filky appearance, and of the richeft ferruginous or red- 
difh colour. The long wing- feathers and tail are of a coppery brown ; 
the rump white. On each fide the neck are fituated feveral long 
feathers ftanding out in the manner «f a ruff, which give a moft fin 
gularly beautiful afpect to this fpecies ; thefe feathers are of a reddith 
brown, each terminated by a golden-green expanded tip, and the 
bird is faid to have the power of raifing or deprefling them at plea- 
fure. The throat is golden-green, which in particular lights, changes 
into brown: the bill and egs are blackifh.’ . 


The above {pecimens may be fufficient to enable our readers 
to form a general idea of the werk; and we fhall only farther 
: obferve 
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obferve that Dr. Shaw, in his defcription of the wolf, in No. 1. 
feems to condemn the “men — late Mr, Hunter, that the 
the dog are of the fame {pecies, 
“a porte the plates with which this fplendid publica 
tion is decorated, they are in general executed with much tatte 
and elegance, and are vifibly coloured in a ftyle lefs glaring 
than in moft productions relating to natural hiftory. ‘This is 
often confidered as conftituting a confiderable degree of merit 
in a work of this nature; yet we know not whether, in fome 
inftances, it may not have been carried almoft to an extreme. 
Among the moft curious as well as interefting plates, may be 
numbered the Simia Mormon, or variegated Baboon, pl. g. S7- 
mia longimana, p\. 12. Pfittacus auguflus, or iH yacinthine Mac- 
caw, pl.14. Vultur Magellanicus, or the Condor, pl. 1. 
Coracias militaris, or the crimfon Roller, pl. 15. Trogon Leve- 
rianus, or Leverian'Trogon, pl 43. Phafianus curvircftris, or 
Impeyan Pheafant, pl. 25. P/ittacus terrefiris, or ground: Par- 
rot, pl. 53. Columba chalcoptera, or bronze-winged Pigeon, 


pl. 55. Lanus Leverianus, or Leverian Shrike, pl. 59, &c. Anon. - ny 





Art. XII. Tranfaions of the Society inftituted at London, for the Ene 
couragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce ; with the Pre- 
miums offered in the Year1794. Vol. XIl. S8vo. 5s. Boards, 
Dodfley, Becket, &c. 


WE have fo frequently acknowleged the utility of this pub- 
lic-fpirited inftitution, with the general importance of 

its publications, that any repetition of fuch remarks would 

be mere wafte of time and words,—which we can ill afford, 

In the prefent volume we have 27 articles, viz. On Plant- 
ing, eleven; on the Improvement of Orchards, one; on 
Agriculture, (proper) five; on Chemiftry, three ; on Polite Arts, 
one; on Mechanics, three ; on Colonies and Trade, one ; and on 
Mifcellaneous Subjects, two. Some of thefe are entitled to 
particular notice. 

We are happy to find that the fociety’s premiums have been 
claimed for plantations of the Larch, a tree to which we look up 
with pleafure, as the moft likely {upply of fhip-timber for the 
Britifh navy in future times. 

Mr. Bucknal acquaints the fociety that he has continued his 
experiments on pruning orchards: fee the r1tth vol. of the 
Tranfafions, or our Rev. vol. xiv. N.S. p. 55. He exprefies 
his entire fatisfaction with regard to the ule of his medicated 
tar*; and he has added fome ufeful hints on planting. We 


—~ ene 
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* The author’s recipe for this preparation was copied in our Review, 
E 2 think, 

Ht Dhes waz neo devtl, Lyon ugt Ay 
DO? thew ; alo, fb. ward, keke 
cen har3tomely , 4 f 


Gited as above. 
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think, with Mr. More, the Editor, that this is a matter of 
great importance ; and we agree with him in edvifing thofe, 
who make trials of the methods here recommended, to tranfmit 
to the fociety accurate accounts of their fuccels. 

Mr. Moore, of Appleby, in Leicetterfhire, gives an account 
of extraordinary improvements, by under-draining boggy and 
fpringy grounds: but we find nothing new nor peculiarly ex. 
cellent in his method of performing this important operation. 

Mr. Corbet, of Merionethfhire, has made a profitable em- 
bankment; by which he fecures 144 acres of marth lands from 


the overflowing of the tide. 

Mr. Henry Browne, of Derby, has been rewarded with the 
gold medal, for his ingenious evaporator, for the ule of che- 
mifts, &c. particularly in the preparation of falts. To feed 
the fire with a current of air paffing over the boiler, and thus 
to burn the fteam, (as it is called,) is not a new idea: but to 
conduét the heated air from the fire, through paflages formed 
on every fide of the vacuity above the boiler, fo as to promote 
evaporation by a heated atmofphere, is a method which we have 
not before feen. We copy Mr. Browne’s own account of this 


valuable invention : 

« | herewith fend you a plan and model of a Furnace I ufe for 
Evaporation, and have found more ferviceable for that purpofe than 
any copper or boiler I ever faw ; and I am of opinion it might be ad- 
vantageoufly applied to the drying malt, as the heat is more equally 
difperfed, and the vapour carried off much quicker than by the mode 
now practifed. I have not obferved the exact quaatity of moifture 
which may be exhaled in a given time by 2 given quantity of fuel ; 
but I can with fafety fay that at leaft one half of the fuel, and a great 
deal of trouble, is faved by this contrivance ; as it does not require 
near the attendance that boilers in general do, in fupplying it with 
liquor or fuel, which needs only be done twice in twenty-four hours.; 
for the fire, being confined in the firft inftance to the bottom, and the 
evaporation being regular, a certain quantity either of fuel or liquor 
may be put in at certain times: but the greateft advantage this Fur- 
nace poflefles, and the only part J flatter myfelf may be called new, 
is, the atmofphere being rendered of an equal heat with the liquor ; 
by which means more moifture is carried away by the current of hot 
air, than by any other means I am acquainted with. 

‘ The utility of this Evaporator, therefore, is in my opinion two- 
fold: firft, the evaporation is much quicker, with a lefs quantity of 
fuel, than in the generality of the boilers now in ufe; fecondly, the 
operator, as well as the whole neighbourhood, cannot in the leaft be 
afretted or annoyed, let the vapour or fteam be ever fo pernicious, 
‘That evaporation is much greater by this mode, will appear very 
plain, when the courfe of the heat is pointed out: it is firft carried 
under the veffel, then reverted back on the fides, and finally it is car- 
ried over the furface; by which means the air, that is in contact with 

the liquos, is fo heated and highly rarified, that the fluid is raifed into 
5 vapour 
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vapour or fteam, much quicker, and with lefs fuel, than if the at- 
i was cold ; and, as the air neceflary to keep the fuel in com- 


buition pafles over the furface of the liquor, every pernicious vapour 
‘s carried with it into the fire, where it 1s decompofed, or at leatt fo 


icious. 
changed as to be no longer pernicio ik. 
‘ is the diminution of labour in all operations is fo much to be 


withed, I think it neceffary to add, that by this contrivance one man 
can do more work than three can in the ufual method, the fire-place 
being fo contrived, that as much fuel may be put on at one time as 
will ferve twelve, or even twenty-four hours; and the fame may be 


faid of the fupplying the veffel with freth liquor.’ 

A model of the apparatus is lodged in the fociety’s valuable 
repofitory. , 

For the paper under the clafs of Polite Arts, we are indebted 
to Mr. George Blackman, of Hemming’s. Row; it difclofes 
(with unufual liberality) his method of making oil-colour 
cakes, for the ufe of artifts; to be rubbed down in oil, as 
water-colour cakes are in water. Mr. Cofway and Mr. Stot- 
hard bear teftimony in their favour, The former ¢ is of opi- 
nion that the manner in which they are compofed is a new and 
ufeful difcovery : and the great advantage they poflefs of drying 
without a fkin on the furface, is a very eflential improve- 
ment on the ufual mode of oil-painting, particularly for fmall 
works,’ 

George Butler, Efq. of Kent, has invented an improve- 
ment of the well-bucket; which, we think, might be adopted 
for wells of every depth ; though it feems to be efpecially ap- 
plicable to deep wells, and the horfe-wheel, to which Mr, 
Butler has adapted it. The thought is fimple as it is ufeful : 
inftead of filiing the bucket by dipping or overturning it in the 
water, a valve is fitted in the bottom of it, to admit the water 
as foon as the valve prefles on its furface ; and the valve being 
made water-tight, it prevents the efcape of the water when the 
bucket is raifed. On its arrival at the top of the well, a fhoot 
is placed under it, and the valve is lifted to let out the water. 
Under an ingenious idea of making it empty itfelf, Mr. B. has 
added a complicated apparatus; liable to be out of order, 
and not at all neceflary. Ina machine of this nature,—to be 
worked by the loweft order of ruftics,—fimplicity, lightnefs, 
and durability fhould be particularly attempted. 

We muft not pafs unnoticed the worthy Secretary’s efflay on 
weights and meafures; which, as he obferves, is * intended to 

cw an eafy and practicable method of forming and preferving 
Jtandards deducible from each other, and which, it is prefumed, 
Prose into full execution, will put an effectual ftop to all 
. - ifputes on that fubject. — The thought of ufing pieces 
gate for flandard weights, as a fubftance lefs likely than 
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metals to decay, or to lofs by corrofion, &c. is novel, and feems 
worthy of attention. 

Captain Bligh’s account of the tranfportation of the bread. 
fruit tree, and other plants, now remains to be mentioned, 
We can only fpare room for the refult of the undertaking ; 
which appears in the following table : 


¢ An Account of the Refult of Captain Bureu’s Voyage to procure 
PLanrs in theSoutTu SEa. 
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Plants at JAMAICA, landed at 





























Pomegranates 
































Hender-| Green- |Port Mo-|Savannah 
fon’s jwich, for}rant, for | LaMar, 
KIND or PLANT. \Plants Plants} Wharf, |county of |county of| —_ for 
landed landed for Suriy Surry county 
at St.| atSt.| county | and and of 
| He- | Vin- oi Mid } General } General |Cornwail, 
| lena. ieent’s dlefex. | Depot. { Depot. 
OTAHEITE. 
Bread-fruit — | 12/331 | 84 | 95 105 83 
Rattah — | 4/75} § | 9Q 14 5 
Ay, yah we 1 5 38 | 6 13 10 7 
Av,vee or Vee — | ?; 9i — 3 7 
Oraiah - aie Mee ae —_— -- 3 
Pee,ah a 2 7 _ — 7 
Vai,hee — > i — — 2 
Cocoa Nut — |~m) 45— 2 
Ettow (reddye) — 4) 7) = _— 12 
Mattee. (ditto) — t} 3) — ~— 3 
POSSESSION ISLAND, 
NEW GUINEA. 
Sao, or Sow, kind of | 
Plum, — | = 2 —_ — 3 
} 
TIMOR. 
Bread-fruit, Otaheite 
kind — |}—/| 2 
Bread-fruit, which bears 
feeds, — |—t— |i mm | I 
Mango — |} 2/15; 41 4 5 + 
Tamblang —- |—]/10; — 7 3 
Jambo Iremavah — | 4] 5| — | -— 4 
Tambo Ma,ree — | 2) 9] — | — 13 
Blimbiag — {—{/2}/—_{— 2 
Chermailah — i }—)' 3), — i= 3 
Karambola = | ax > 2 olay a 
Nonefang, or Lemon) 
China a | I 3 
Cofambee am |—};2z)— — | 2 
Nanka = | 41.401 to i...) 2 10 
Namnam — | a | pnd 5 
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1s 
| Hender- | Green. | Port Mo-|Savannah 
d | fon’s ‘wich for | rant, for! La Mery 
: KIND or PLANT. ‘Plants Plants) Wharf jcounty of county of; for 
d, landed landed; for Surry Surry | county. 
r 3 at St. at St. | county and and of 
: | He- | Vin-| of Mid- | General | General {Cornwall. 
| kena. cent’s. dlefex. | Depot. | Depot. 
ure _— | | — 
Seeree boah, or Long | | 
Pepper «i Fs) = oe 2 
Seeree down poe ee eS ie — 2 
Peenang, or Beetle Nut| 2 4 = co 5 
ae Bintaloo —!-—-i—-i'—i- 2 
- Dangreedah am fs! 6h — | -— — 
: 4 4 —— 
nty Bugho, ah Kananga I 3 2 
; Jattee, or Tickwood —_i— ae ie 1 
oe SAINT HELENA. 
— Plantain — |_—-| 3;— — — 
China Orange —_i-—-i—|- — 3 
3 Dwarf Peach — |e i _— sl — 1 
5 | Almonds —|—| si =— -— 3 
7 § Nutmeg from St. Viii- 
cent’s =i) _ I 
Coffee 7m s I 2 2 
: Gwavah — i mi 1st _— — 
Poorah, ow rs ee — I 
Veflels containing young 
plants of Namnam, 
Sow, Nanka, &c. five 
pots, — |_—|j—} — — 10 
50 1544 1 118 1136 ° 267 | 109 
* The total number of Plants delivered at St. Helena, St. Vincent’s, 
and Jamaica, amounts to one thoufand two hundred and feventeen ; 
and feven hundred plants of various kinds were landed in the River 
Thames, for his Majeity’s Garden at Kew.’ 
We have not room to particularize the other communica- . 
tions, which do not feem to fuggelt any thing remarkably | . 
4 worthy of attention from the general reader ; and the volume! 2, 
itfelf will doubtlefs be confulted by thofe who are more pee, 
culiarly concerned in its contenss. Mars... 
Art. XIII. Philofophical Tranfadions of the Royal Society of Londen, for 
the Yeari794. Partl. gto. 8s. fewed. Elmifley. 
ASTRONOMY. 
T™ frft article belonging to this clafs is a fhart letter from 
- Mifs Caroline Herfchel, announcing the difcovery of a 
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comet on the 7th of O@ober 1793; which was found by her 
brother the following evening to precede the rft. (3) Ophiuchi 
6’ 34” in time, and to be 1° 25° more to the North than that 
ftar. 


Obfervations of a quintuple Belt on the Planet Saturn. By 
William Herfchel, LL. D. and F. R. S. 


On the Rotation of the Pianet Saturn upon its Axis. By the 
Same. 

In a paper publifhed in the Tranfactions, vol. Ixxx. p. 1, &c, 
Dr. H. eftablifhed the fpheroidical figure of the planet Saturn, 
and pointed out the motion of a fpot on its difk. From the 
figure of the planet, we may infer that it has a confiderable ro- 
tation on its axis, and the reality of fuch a motion ts afcer- 
tained by actual obfervation : but the period of its rotation was 
{till undetermined. From fome late obfervations, the Doétor is 
led to conclude that this period is not of long duration, The 
phenomenon de/cribed in this memoir fuggefts, on the firft view 
of it, a ftrong prefumption in favour of this conclufion. 
Since Saturn has numerous belts on its difk, refembling thofe 
of Jupiter, and placed in the direction of its longeft diameter 
we may argue, from analogy, that the period of the rotation of 
the former is fhort like that of the latter. ‘This argument will 
be confirmed by confidering that no fyuch phenomena as pa- 
rallel belts have been obferved in the difks of Mars and Venus; 
and thefe are known to have a flower rotation on their axes , 
than Jupiter. Dr. H. however does not content himfelf with 
this kind of reafoning. He has purfued a feries of obfervations, 
in which Saturn has been traced through 154 revolutions of its 
equator ; and by means of thefe he determines the precife period 
of its rotation. Ihe belts of Saturn were Jefs variable than thofe 
of Jupiter; and, as no material change occurred during the 
courfe of two months, his obfervations were more accurate ; 
confequently, the period which he affigns muft have been af- 
certained with a very confiderable degree of exactnefs. Another 
circumftance deferves to be noticed. While Dr. H. was muak- 
ing his obfervations, he purpofely avoided any calculations, or 
even furmifes, as to the length of a rotation, in order to be 
perfedily free from every bias that might miflead the eye. The 
in{trument which he generally ufed in this feries of obfervations 
was a feven-feet reflector with a power 287. 

The fhadow of the ring of Saturn, when it pafled the body 
of the planet, was very narrow and black; and immediately 
fouth of the fhadow there appeared a bright, uniform, and 
broad belt. Clofe to this belt there was a broad, darker belt, 
divided by two narrow white ftreaks, fo that it thus became 
hve 














‘of London, for 1794 Part I. 57 


five belts, three of which were dark and two bright. The 
henomenon is illuftrated by a drawing. 
The method, by which Dr. H. determined the rotation # 
the planet from his obfervations, and by which he evinced \t e 
correfpondence of the appearances deduced from at oa 08 
with thofe that were actually obferved, cannot be intelligi y 
explained without the figure and tables. We can therefore only 
fate the refult, and refer to his own account of the ingenious 
procefs by which it was inveftigated. Ihe true period of the 
rotation of Saturn on its axis is fixed at 10° 16° 0”.4; and 
this period is fo exact, that it cannot err fo much as two mi- 
nutes either in excefs or defect ; for, if the error amounted to 
this quantity, the calculations and obfervations would be totally 
at variance. 


Account of fome Particulars cbferved during the late Eclipfe of the 
| Sun. By the Same. 


The attention of Dr. H., in obferving this eclipfe, was not 
directed to thofe particulars which are ufually noticed in pheno- 
mena of this kind; fuch as the beginning, the end, and the 
digits eclipfed. It was his wifh to avail himfelf of the power 
and diftinctnefs of his telefcopes, in order to determine whether 
any appearances would occur which might deferve to be re- 
corded, and which would furnifh any additional knowlege with 
regard to the nature and condition of the moon, or of the fun, 
or of both thefe heavenly bodies. The moft remarkable appear- 
ances, which our author noticed at the commencement and 
during the progrefs of this eclipfe, were the mountains of the 
moon, ‘Thefe he has delineated; and he has fubjoined a 
conjectural eftimate of their height. On drawing feveral of 
them qn the fegment of a large circle, fo as to look like 
what they appeared when projected on the fun, he found 
them to be from the rsoodth to the 2coodth part of the 
diameter of that circle. Then afluming the moon’s dia- 
meter to be what M. de la Lande ftates it, or 2151 Englifh 
miles, he infers that the 150odth part of this is lefs than one 
mile and a half for the higheft mountain, and the 2000dth part 
not quite one mile and a tenth for the loweft. 

In order to fatisfy perfons that the eye is able to afcertain the 
proportion of a quantity fo little as the ysoodth or 2000dth 


part of the diameter of the moon, he propofes the following ex- 
periment : 


‘ On a line 6 or 8 inches long, drawn on a fheet of paper, make 
feveral {mall marks, reprefenting mountains on the projected circum- 
ference of a large globe. The paper being then placed in a proper 
hoht and fituation, withdraw the eye to the ditance of 7, 8, or 9 feet, 
and take notice which of the marks appear of the fame fize, and dif- 

tinctnels, 
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tinQnefs, with the mountains they reprefent. Then, from the known 
angular magnitude of the moon, calculate its diameter, at the diltance 
of your fituation: this, multiplied by the power of the telefcope, gives 
the diameter of a circle, to the circumference of which belongs the 
line, upon which are placed the marks above dcferibed. Now, mea- 
fure the elevation of thefe marks above that line, and you will obtain 
the proportion they bear to the diameter of the circle.’ 

By means of this experiment, Dr. H. fhews § that fo fmall a 
mountain as the ,4=th, or not much more than the fixth part 
of a mile, may be perceived and eftimated, by the telefcope and 
the power that was ufed upon this occafion ; and that, confe- 
quently, the eftimation of mountains, near a mile and a half 
hich, muft become a very eafy tafk.’ 

‘On this fubject fee a paper by the author in vol. Ixx. Part 
2. p. 507, or our Review, vol, Ixiv. p. 441. 
Maruematics, Mecuanics, &c. 
Account of anew Pendulum. By George Fordyce, M. D. F.R.S. 
being the Bakerian Ledture. 

Dr. F.’s principal object is to contrive the conftruStion of a 
pendulum which fhall be always of the fame length, whatever 
be the degree of cold or heat to which it is expofed. ‘This is a 
defideraium of great importance in the fctence of mechanics ; 
aiid there are many practical purpofes to which it may be ap- 
plied. It will affift in eftablifhing a meafure of lengths which 
may be always and univerfally afcertained. The difference of 
the lengths of two pendulums, vibrating different times, would 
turnifh the moft perfect ftandard for this purpofe, if we were 
in pofleffion of an eafy and certain method for keeping the pen- 
dulum of the fame length when the heat varied. Mr. White- 
hurtt had contrived an apparatus for determining this difference ; 
-—but, though he had endeavoured to keep his pendulum of the 
fame degree of heat, his mode of doing it was not adequate to 
the effect, nor were the experiments on which it was founded 
fatisfactory. After the death of Mr. Whitehurft, his machine 
was purchafed by Dr. Fordyce , who, with a view of rendering 
the pendulum in it always of the fame length, in any degree of 
heat, difeovered the principle and formed the apparatus which are 
detcribed in this paper. Without the annexed figures, it is 
impoffible to give any intelligible and interefting detail or 
abridgment of the confents of this elaborate article, which oc- 
cupies 19 pages. We fhall only obferve that, when the author 
had annexed his own apparatus to the machine of Mr.W. he 
proceeded to examine its effect; and he concludes that, not- 
withftanding fome inconveniences to which it was fubject, and 
which are capable of being obviated, ¢ it certainly performed 
better than any other time-piece that has been made; and per- 
haps 
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hans affords a principle which may be ufed in fixed obfervations 
for keeping time with certainty, by eafy and not very expenfive 
means; and of determining, with the reft of Mr. W.’s appa- 
ratus, zthe different diameters, in any two given different 


inet . 9 . 
This paper terminates with obfervations neceflary to be madey 
in order to enable workmen to conftruét clocks according to 


the author’s principle, and with fome reflections cn its 


operation. 
Obfervations on the fundamental Property of the Lever, with @ 

Proof of the Principle affumed by Archimedes, in bis Demon- 

firation. By the Kev. 8. Vince, A. M. F. RK. 5. 

s¢ If two equal bodies be placed upon a ever, their effect to 
turn it about any point is the fame as if they were placed in the 
middle point between them.” This is the principle aflumed by 
Archimedes : but, as it is not felf-evident, the demonftration 
founded on it has been rejected as imperfect. Huygens, New- 
ton, Maclaurin, Hamilton, and others, have propofed different 
modes of demonftration, liable to various objections, the chief 
of which are fuggefted by Mr. Vince. The principles 
aflumed by Mr. Landen, in his memoirs, and his reafoning on 
them, Mr. V. approves: but he objects to his inveftigation as 
too complicated and tedious for an elementary treatife of me- 
chanics, adapted to the ufe of learners, in which fimplicity and 
concifenefs are of the greateft importance. ‘I’o the demon- 
{tration of Archimedes there can be no objection, if his fun- 
damental principle be admitted. ‘Ihe proof of it here fubjoined 
is concife, clear, and fatisfactory. We fhall give it in the au- 
thor’s own words. ‘The reader will eafily fupply the neceflary 
figures : 

« Let A, C, be two equal bodies placed on a ftraight lever, A P, 
moveable about P; bifect A C in B, produce P A to Q, and take 
B Q=B P, and fuppofe the end Q to be fuftained by a prop. Then 
as A and C are fimilarly fituated in refpeét to each end of the lever, 
that is A P=CQ, and AQ=CP, the prop and fulcrum muft bear 
equal parts of the whole weight ; and therefore the prop at Q will 
be preffed with a weight equal to A. Now take away the weights A 
and C, and put a weight at B equal to their fum; and then the 
weight at B being equally diftant from Q and P, the prop and fulcrum 
mutt fuflain equal parts of the whole weight ; and therefore the prop 
will now alfo fuflain a weight equal to A. Hence if the prop Q be 
taken away, the moving force to turn the lever about P in both cales 
mutt evidently be the faine ; therefore the effects of A and C upon the 
lever to turn it about any point are the fame as wien they are both 
piaced in the middle point between them. And the fame is manifeitly 
true if A and be placed without the fulcrum and the prop. If 
therefore A C be a cylindrical lever of uniform denfity, its effe& to 
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turn itfelf about any point will be the fame as if the whole were 
collected into the middle point B; which follows from what has been 
already proved, by conceiving the whole cylinder to be divided into 
an infinite number of lamina perpendicular to its axis, of equal thick- 


neffes. 
‘ The principle therefore aflumed by ArcuiMmepEs is thus efta- 


blithed upon the mott felf-evident principle, that is, that eyua/ bodies 
at equal diftances muft produce equal effects ; which is manifeft from 
this confideration, that when a// the circumftances in the caufe are 
equal, the effects muft be equal. Thus the whole demonftration of 
AgcurMepes is rendered perfeétly complete, and at the fame time 
it is very fhort and fimple.’ 

The other part of the demonftration will readily oceur to thofe 
who are acquainted with the fubject. Mr. V. has fubjoined it. 


The Latitudes and Longitudes of feveral Places ig Denmark ; cal- 
culated from the Trigonometrical Operations. By Thomas 
Bugge, F.R.S. Regius Profeffar of Afircnomy at Copenhagen, 


This article contains a table of the latitudes of 35 d:fferent 
places, and alfo of their longitudes from the Royal Obfervatory 
at Copenhagen. ‘The trigonometrical operations from which 
they are calculated, and the inftruments and furveys on which 
thefe operations depend, were defcribed by the author in a trea- 
tife publifhed in the Danifh language at Copenhagen in 1779, 
and tranflated into German by Major After at Drefden in 
1787. Mr. B. has introduced the table with a new method of 
computing the longitude and latitude of fuch places as are Jaid 
down by trigonometrical operations. By the help of the annexed 
figure it may be eafily underftood ; and it feems to be very well 
adapted to the purpofe. Tvhe geometrical furvey of Denmark 
was begun in 1762; and the angles of the triangles, on which 
it is founded, were obferved with a circular inftrument of a 
foot radius, the divifions of which inftrument are double, in 
go and g6 degrees. The angles were obferved with it to a lefs 
error than 8”, and the fum of all the angles in every triangle 
have very feldom had a difference of 15 from 180°. Inftru- 
ments of this kind have been ufed for 31 years by the Danifh 
aftronomers and geographers ; and they now begin to be more 
generally employed. We learn from this paper that nine geo- 
graphical maps have been publifhed in Denmark, which are 
highly commended for geometrical exactnefs as well as the ex- 
cellence of the engraving. ‘The author clofes with oblerving 
that, in the beft maps ot the Kattegat, the pofition of Anholt 
1S Very erroneous ¢ 

‘ The light-houfe of Anholt, (he fays,) and the whole iffe is from 
7 to g minutes too much welterly ; and the diftance from the light- 
noufe to the Swedifh coaft, in a direétion perpendicular to the meri- 
diay of the light-houfe, 1s, in all maps hitherto publithed, nearly 
four 
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four Englith miles, or one-eighth part of the whole too great. Expe- 
rience has taught the navigators, that they come too foon down upon 
Anholt; or that they, cruifing between Anholt and Sweden, over- 
run their reckoning, which was afcribed to the currents; although 
the true reafon of it was the great error in the geographical and hy- 
drographical pofition of Anholt in a narrow and dangerous paflage. 


Inveftigations, founded on the Theory of Motions, for determining 
the Times of Vibration of Watch Balances. By George At- 
wood, Efq. F.R.S. 

Inftrumenfs for meafuring time by vibrating motion were 
invented about the beginning of the 16th century: but, though 
the pendulum was ufed before this period, and was known to be 
a very exact meafure of time, it was not combined with clock. 
work till the year 1657, when Mr. Huygens applied it to this 
ufeful purpofe. The honour of the invention has, indeed, been 
contefted. Some have afcribed it, as our author does, to Huy- 
gens, and others have urged the claims of Galileo. It is not 
improbable that in this, as well as in many other inftances, the 
difcovery of the one was independent of that of the other. It 
appears, however, frem various accounts, that the balance was 
univerfally adopted in the conftruétion of the firft clocks and 
watches :—but, as the balance was made to vibrate merely by 
the impulfes of the wheels, without any other controul or re- 
gulations, its vibrations muft have been unfteady and irregular. 
To Dr. Hooke’s ingenious invention of applying a fpiral {pring 
to the balance, in 1658, we are indebted for the remedy of 
thefe imperfections ; as the action of this {pring on the balance 
of a watch is fimilar to that of gravity on the pendulum, by 
which it ferves to correct the irregularities of impulfe and re- 
fiftance, that would otherwife difturb the ifochronifm of the 
vibrations. In the modern improvements of time-keepers, prin- 
cipally devifed and executed by the artifts of our own country, 
the irregular forces, both of impulfe and refiftance, are great!y 
diminifhed by the accuracy, with refpec&t both to form and di- 
menfion, with which the various parts of the machines are 
Conitru@ted ; and they are farther corrected by the maintaining 
power derived from the main fpring : * for, whatever motion 
is loft by the balance from refiftance of any kind, almolt the 
fame motion is communicated by the maintaining power, fo a¢ 
to continue the arc of vibration, as nearly as poffible, of the 
fame length.’ In thefe important and ufeful machines, © the 
eal meafure of time is the balance,’ the other parts ferving only 
to preferve its motion, and to indicate the time meafured by its 
vibrations, The regularity of a time-keeper muft therefore 
chiefly depend on that ef the time in which the balance vibrates. 
The object of the ingenious Mr, Atwood, in this paper, is to 
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jnveftigate the time of vibration by means of the theoty of 
motion, from the feveral*data or previous conditions on which 
it depends. What thefe data are he firft enumerates ; and he 
then inveftigates, by mathematical procefles, which admit of 
no abridgement, the vibration of a balance impelled by a fingle 
{piral fpring and that occafioned by two or more fprings. ‘The 
latter inveftigation is applied to the folution of fome cafes 
which occur in confidering the conftruction of Mr. Mudge’s 
time-keeper. In this machine, no force nor impulfe whatever 
is communicated to the balance from the main fpring ; and yet 
the vibrations are continued of their due length, and the main- 
taining power, by which the motion of the balance is preferved, 
is always uniformly the fame. The accomplifhment of this 
object to its full extent, in the conftruction of watches, our 
author afcribes to the ingenuity of Mr. Mudge. It is alfoa 
farther advantage, pertaining to the conitruction of this excel- 
lent artift, that the balance is perfeCtly detached from the wheel- 
work of the machine; the only communication between the 
balance and the balance- wheel being that which fubfifts while 
the pallet is difengaged from the tooth ; and this is an inftant 
of time, which, in a practical fenfe, is almoft evanefcent. 

For other obfervations on the conttruction of time-keepers in 
gencral, and on that of Mr. Mudge in particular, we mult refer 
the reader to the paper itfelf. R. 

S. 


[To be concluded in the next Review.] 
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Art. XIV. A Pi&urefgue Tour from Geneva to the Pennine Alps. 
Tranflated from the French. Folio. pp. 16. 12 Plates. sl. 5 Se 
Boards. Bate, Cornhill. 

HEN a writer is tranflating an anonymous foreign work, 
it may fufice to mention the language in which it was 
originally written: but if the production bears in its title- page 
the name of its author, the tranflator acis at leaft unhand- 
fomely if he conceals it: more efpecially when the original 
publication is of great price and merit. What inducement the 

Englith editor of the prefent work, and of the Hifforical and 

Pidturefque Defcription of the County of Nice *, (fee M. Rev. New 

Series, vol. x. p. 308,) which it follows ex /fuite, could have 

for practifing this concealment, we are at a lofs to conjecture ; 

fince the exhibition of the name of the author muft rather have 
affifted than hindered its fale: yet the prefent exquifitely beautiful 
engravings, Coloured from nature to imitate drawings, and the 
itinerary with which they are accompanied, have not one line 
in the form of advertifement, preface, or note, to fatisfy the moft 








* When we reviewed that work, its prototype did not occur to us. 
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obvious and neceflary inquiries. All that we are told of 7 
picturefque tour is that it is * tranflated from the French. n 
the explanation of the plates, we tind a reference to mai” 
poing work,’ which we underftand to be the wore mene 
Defcription of Nice: but there is nothing to convey this infor= 
mation to thofe who never heard of, or may not recollect, that 
e. 

While we announce this fplendid publication, and acknow- 
lege the amufement and inftruction which we have derived 
from it, we muft not omit to do juitice to the author, to whofe 
accurate pencil we owe the exhibition of thefe molt fublime 
and ftriking fcenes, and whofe pen has been employed in af- 
fifting the inquifitive traveller to explore them. Ihe prefent 
is the tranflation of a work printed at Geneva in the year 1787, 
under the following title ; Voyage Pittore/que aux Alpes Pennines, 
précédé de quelques obfervations fur les hauteurs de mantagnes, gla- 
ciers, &F des différens villages, qui fe trouvent fur cette route. 
Suivi de quelques notes pour fervir a’explication aux deffeins gut 
compofent cet cuvrage. Dédié a Son Alteff2 Reyale La Princeffe 
Sophie Matilde de Gloucefter. Par Albanis Beaumont, Jngenteur - 
penfionné de Sa Majefte le Rot dz Sardaigne, & Profeffeur en 
Mathematiques et Fortification de Son Aiteffe Royale le Prince Guil- 
laume de Gloucefter. 

Whether the Englifh Editor of this and the foregoing work 
be in poflefion of the original copper plates, or whether he 
has only a certain number of the French copies, which he has 
endeavoured to prepare for the Englifh market by prefixing to 
each a tranflation of the origina! letter prefs, it is not within 
our province to inquire. 

Waiving all farther regard to the hiftory of the publication, 
we proceed to {peak of it as it prefents itfelf to our examination. 
In fome inftances, the tranflator has either not underftood his 
fubject, or has been negligent ia performing his duty. We 
were furprized to fee Mont-Blanc,-=to which, as making one 
proper name, the i:nglith ear is accuftomed,—rendered through - 
out the work the Adzunt-Blanc :—Here the article is as unne- 
ceflary as before AEtna or Vefuvius. Parts of fentences we 
hnd occafionally omitted ; and in one place one of the names 
of a particular glacier, and by which alone it is pointed out in 
the explanation of the plates ; fo that no one could fuppofe, from 
the Englith work, ghat /e Glacier dg Bois and thatcalled Aer ¢: 
Glace was the fame. Sometimes tHe verfion is bald, as when the 
tranflator renders ju/fement vifitée * juftly vifited,’ and chaque 
paffant jette une pierre fur leur fepulture, * every paflenger throws 
a ftone upon their jepulture,’ inftead of on their grave. On 
the whole, however, the tranflation is faithful; and the ac- 
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counts of the mountains and giaciers, compofing the regton 
undertaken to be defcribed, when affifted by the pictorial re-~ 
prefentations of the fublime beauties which ti contains, muft 
render this a moft interefting and valuable publication. Draw- 
ings and engravings we cannot copy : but we can and will in- 
dulge our readers with the defcription of le Glacier dg Bois or 
Mer de Glace, and le Montanverd, or Green Mountain: 


undertake to defcribe the beauty of that enormous glacier called Le 
Glacier de Bois (in the French it is added, ou Mer de Glace) or the 
fenfations I experienced at the fight of it. No better idea can be 
conveyed to the mind than by imagining a itormy fea fuddenly furs 
prized by a froit.— 

‘ The mountains which furround the valley are, 1ft, Mount 
Charmos on the right; zd, Mount Mallet in the back ground ; 3d, 
Periades; 4th, the Great Jorra, of an extraordinary height; 5th, 
I’Aiguille du Moine; 6th, that of Dru, which ts oppofite to the little 
hermitave, where people commonly ftop to dine on the provifions 
they carry with them. This mountain (Montanverd) is very curious, 
being half covered with ice and fnow, and, in intermediate fpaces, 
with excellent paftures, where cattle feed. 

« Although it be dificult to afcertain the length and breadth of the 
fea of ice, as objects appear nearer on high mountains than in valleys, 
where the air is more denfe, yet it may fairly be conje€tured to be 
three quarters of a league broad and five leagues long; that is to fay 
the {pace which the eye comprehends from Montanverd ; for the fea 
of ice may extend about twelve leagues.— 

« Amore curious, and at the fame time a more dreadful fcene than 
this cannot be conceived, at once prefenting the image of the frozen 
fea and the verdure of the temperate zone. It is poffible to defcend 
from the Montanverd on the fea of ice and even to crofs it, but the 
dangers are many on account of the large crevices which it is necefiary 
to ftep over, that are more than an hundred feet deep; however, I 
did it myfelf. It is matter of much furprize, on coming to this 
place, to find the waves, which at fome diftance appear inconfider- 
able, to be more than eighty or an hundred feet in height. 

« From Blair’s Hofpital there is a very fteep and narrow path, 
through a foreft of firs and larches, which takes about an hour to de- 
{cend, in order to return to a place on a level with the Priory, where 
there is a little wooden bridge to crofs over the Arveron (lvkrvey; 
when another mot aftonifhing object prefents itfelf, an entire moun- 
tain of ice, formed by the fall of the glacier, feen from the Montan- 
verd, which defcends into the valley. High mountains of granite 
furround thefe glaciers, and form, by their irregular ftrata, fuperb 
cafcades, mixing their waters with the Arveron, which iffues from 2 
moft beautiful grotto above an hundred feet high, compofed entirely of 
ice.—'The wonderful effects of maffes of ice contrafted with the im- 
pending woods and rich paftures that crown this grand and urcommon 
feene, 





JS/ 











Iveland’s Piéture/que Views on the River Medway. 65 


feene, added to the frightful noife fo frequently heard of enormous 

hodics of it breaking off from the mountain and dafhing themfelves to 
‘eces in the Arveron, muft create an admiration and furprize more 

readily felt than exprefied.’ 3 

The plates are beautifully executed: but, when drawings 
undertake to reprefent bodies of vaft and unufual magnitude, 
fuch as Mont-Blanc and Glaciers, they as much require the 
afiftance of verbal defcription to imprefs our minds with a fenfe 
of their vaftnefs, as the verbal defcription ftands in need of the 
pencil of the artift to produce an accurate conception of out- 
line and arrangement of parts. 

If, on reviewing the author’s accounts and views of the 
County of Nice, we longed to enjoy the delightful region and 
climate which he there defcribes, we are equally tempted by his 
prefent work to with that, before our morta! journey be 
brought to an end, we could explore the wonders of the 
Pennine Alps, and participate in that awful and philofophic 
pleafure which muft be excited amid fuch auguft and romantic 


{eenery. Moo-y. 


a 





. 


Art. XV. Picturefgne Views on the River Medway, from the Nore 
to the Vicinity of its Source in Sullex: with Obfervations on the 
Public Buildings and other Works of Art in its Neighbourhood. 
By Samuel Ireland. Large 8vo. pp. 206, and 29 Plates. 
rl. 11s. 6d. Boards. Egertons. 1793. 


T* Voyages pittorefques of the French have given birth to 
many elegant and amuting publications in our own 
country; among which thofe of Mr. Ireland are certainly not 
unworthy of being clafled. Of his Pifturefgue Tour through 
Holland, &c, and of his Pi@urefque Views on the River Thames, 
we have given fome account in our New Serics, vol. v. p. 93, 
and vol. xii. p. 51; and we have now to inform our readers 
that, in confequence of the marriage which poctry records 
{and who will fo impeach his tafle or his ga'lantry as to queftion 
the teflimony?) to have taken place between the Lady Med- 
way and the old River God Thames, Mr, Ireland is induced to 
offer this publication, not as a diftin@ undertaking, but as a 
continuation of his former work. Having exhibited the at- 
tractions of the hufband, he haftens to do juftice to the beauties 
of the bride: but, infead of beginning at the fource, (aS in 
his account of the ‘Lhames,) and followings the Medway 
downward to its confluence with the former, he commences 
at the Nore, and traces it upward to its fource. By thefe 
means, the two works may be made to include one aquatic 
tour ; and the beauties of art and nature, on which the peacil 
has been employed, may be explored by thofe who are difpofed 
Rev. Jan. 1795. F to 
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to take fuch an excurfion, in continuation, Of the female 
ftream, Mr. 1. fpeaks in very high terms. ° Though in ex- 
tent and confequence the river Medway * is inferior to the 
Thames, yet it has its peculiar beauties, and, in fome refpects, 
in point of romantic fcenery, juftly claims a pre-eminence, 
Its reaches are fhort and fudden ; and the beautiful meandering 
of its courfe affords that perpetual diverfity of objects which 
cannot fail to attract and yield gratification to the admirers of 
rural fcenery.” This remark is juft; and many of the views 
which embellifh the work, (though, on account of their fize, 
they give but a fimall portion of the landfcape,) confirm it. 
The views are not all taken immediately on the banks of the 
river, but Mr. I. never leaves it unlefs for an object worthy of 
his pencil. 

The defcriptive and hiftoric accounts of the fubjects of the 
feveral drawings evince that Mr. I. is defirous of inftructing as 
well as of amufing ; and the mifcellaneous remarks and re- 
flections, which fuggeft themfelves in the progrefs of his tour, 
are pertinent, and enliven his narrative. It is not to be fupe 
pofed that he is always correct, but it is clear that he endea- 
vours to be fo; and notwithftanding that, in fuch concife 
relations, many things are neceflarily omitted, he will enter 
tain and probably fatisfy the general reader. If we were fur- 
prized at any omiffion, it would be at his not mentioning the 
law of gavel-kind, which is in a manner peculiar to Kent. 
He indeed does not quit his fubject without doing juftice to the 
high character fuftained by the men of Kent; though he com- 
plains, in an inftance or two, of his having experienced fome 
incivility during this excurfion. 

After the obfervations which we made on our author’s 
Thames, we fhall now only farther charaéterize this volume as 
a publication of fimilar merit; fupporting our commendation 
of Mr.!., as an intelligent and pleafing writer, by adding 
part of his account of Penfhurff, celebrated as having been the 
refidence of the accomplifhed Sir Philip Sydney, and the birth- 
place of that renowned patriot Algernon Sydney : 

‘ Pewsnurst Place was, in the time of Edward I., in the pof- 
feflion of Sir Stephen de Penefhurfte, who was made Conftable of 
Dover Caltle, and Warden of the Cinque Ports, by Henry IFI.; 
after which it was conveyed to John de Pulteney; who, in the reign 
of Edward I1., had licence to embattle his manfion-houfe of Pen- 





—_— +--+ - «- 


*« J: was called Maga by the ancient Romans; from the Saxons it 
received the additional iyllable of Med, fignifying Mid or Middle, to 
denote its courfe through the centre of the kingdom of Kent ; and 
hence its compound appellation Med-vaga, or Medwage, which is now 
mederniaed into Medway.’ 
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fhurft; and in the reign of Edward Jil. he was fo highly favoured as 
to receive from that Prince the honour of Knighthood. 

« In the fame reign he was four times eleéted to the high office of 
Lord Mayor of the city of London. From this family it came by 
marriage to Sir John Devereux ; who, in the fucceeding reign of 
Richard II., had alfo a licence to embattle and fortify this mantion. 

« After pafling through feveral hands it was at length forfeited to 
the crown, in the fourth year of Edward VI., by the attainder of Sir 
Ralph Vane. The eftate was then given by that young Prince, in 
5553, to Sir William Svdney, who enjoyed it but a few months : 
from him it devolved to his infant fon Sir Henry, who, from his 
childhood, was bred at court, and was the playmate and bed-fellow 
of Prince Edward. ‘The young monarch afterwards made him Gen- 
tleman of the Privy Chamber ; and is faid to have taken fo much de- 
light in his company, as to have rarely permitted his abfence. The 
young prince expired in his arms at Greenwich foon after; at which 
period Sir Henry retired to Penfhurft, there to indulge his grief ; 
and by thus withdrawing himfelf efcaped the fury of the times, and 
moft probably the fatal confequences that attended his father-in-law, 
the Duke of Northumberland, in the fucceeding reign of the bigotted 
Mary. This fact is adverted to in the infcription over the gate-way 
at the grand entrance. 

¢ This ancient manfion has been formerly a place of confiderable 
ftrength, as appears from its immenfe walls and high embattled 
towers. The principal entrance to the great quadrangle, which is of 
hewn ftone, is nearly in its original Gothic ftate of defign, and im- 
prefles the mind very forcibly with the gloomy and referved pomp of 
our brave anceftors. The hall is fpacious and lofty, and the fragments 
of ancient armour, here exhibited, ftrongly recall to memory 


«© The ancient errant Knights, 

«© Who won their ladies hearts in fights, 
«© And cut whole Giants into fritters, 

«* To put them into amorous twitters.’’ 

« We fee here the Knights of Chivalry in ancient times making im- 

preflion upon their ladies hearts in battle, and hacking and hewing 
their way into their affections: and if fuch ftrange things as thefe could 
avail in love, can we wonder that the modern champion of this 
fublime profeffion fhould endeavour to mix arms with eloquence ; and, 
for the purppfe of impreffing his audience, fhould be found flourifhing 
his dagger in aid of the flights of his oratory ? 
_ © The apartments of this famous manfion have been much modern- 
ized within a few years by the late owner, William Perry, Efg. who 
became poffeffed of this eflate by marriage with the Honourable Eli- 
zabeth Sydney, niece to the late Earl of Leicefter.’ 


_ Some wooden cuts, as in the former work, are introduced 
in the letter prefs ; one of which reprefents that rude monu- 
ment of antiquity called Kit’s Coity-houfe. 

To a zeal for the arts Mr. I. unites its natural accompani- 
ment, the love of liberty; which circumftance, in our efti- 
mation, flamps an additional value on bis elegant Jabours. 
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Art. XVI. Ax Inquiry into the Nature and Properties of Opiums 
wherein its component Principles, Mode of Operation, and Ufe or 
Abufe in particular Difeafes, are experimentally inveftigated ; and 
the Opinions of former Authors on thefe Points impartially exe 
amined. By Samucl Crumpe, M.D. 8vo. pp. 304. 55. Boards, 
Robinfons. 1793. 

W? have here a treatife on the moft important article in the 

materia medica, which we think in fome refpecis worthy 
of commendation, It is in part acompilement; as any reader 
may fatisfy himdelf by referring to the 2d vol. of Murray’s 

Apparatus Medicaminum, Gottingen 1779. Other perfons, as 

well as the prefent author, bad obtained opium (/. ¢. p. 220) 

from the capfules of European poppies. The only original ob- 

fervation in chap. 1. on the Natural Hiffory of Opium, is, that 
the dark colour of this drug, 2s it commonly appears, is owing 
to the iron inftruments ufed for the incifion of the capfules ; 
fince, when they are wounded with glafs, the opium proves of 

a clearer reddith brown than is ufual. 

Chap. 2, treais of * the Bfed?s of Opium on living Sy/tems ;? 
and it contains fome diftinct experiments, which feem to con- 
firm the doctrines of the Brunonian fchool; or rather to cor- 
roborate what Boerhaave and Haller, ftill more diftin@ly, have 
obferved. concerning the ftimulating power of opium. In thefe 
experiments, in the account of which a tabular view is given of 
the variation of the pulfe every five minutes after taking opium, 
the vafcular fy{tems appears to have its aétion increafed ; and. 
the effect on the other fun€tions is fimilar. Concerning thofe 
writers, (or rather that writer, for he quotes only Bard,) who 
have obferved that the pulfe is retarded and enfeebled by opium,, 
Ir. Crumpe fays that they did not examine it foon enough. 
Murray (p. 237,) makes precifely the fame remark. 

The third chapter treats of the analyfis of opium. The prin- 
cipal refult of the author’s experiments on this fubjeét is that 
the virtue of opium refides in the refin; this refin is of two 
kinds,—one volatile in the heat of boiling water; which de- 
gree of heat feems to deftroy its activity. The author has 
rendered this chapter tedious by quoting at Jength the idle ex-. 
periment of Baume, who digefted opium in water for three 
months, in crder to feparate the anodyne from the ftimulant 
particles. 

Chap. 4. is entitled @ concife View of the various Opinions re» 
ipecting the Mode of Operation by Opium. Dr.C. thinks that Galen 
was the firft who exhibited opium. On confulting the hiftorians 
of medicine in general, or of this drug in particular, we find 
it in ufe not long after Hippocrates ; and it is not very prc- 
bable that a fyftematic author, like Galen, fhould have intro- 
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duced fo powerful an article into medical practice. ‘The opi- 
nions of authors are referred to three clafles: ‘The 

« Firf, Containing the opinions of thole who afcribe its effects to 
changes induced by it in the blood. ‘The se 

< Second, Of thofe who deduce them from its action on the living 
principle as a fedative, or fedative and ftimulant conjoined. Aud the 

‘ Third, Comprehending the fentiments of fuch as attribute to it 
the properties of a ftimulant ajone.’ we 

In the sth chapter, the firft of thefe opinions is difcuffed ; 
and the author takes occafion to combat the opinion of Ms. 
Hunter concerning the vitality of the blood. He writes fenfibly : 
but the controverfy feems to us likely to continue undecided 
and unprofitable as heretofore, till the parties agree concerning 
the ideas to be comprehended under the term difz. In this 
chapter, a fact occurs of which, though it fhould be capable of 
a mechanical explanation, it imports all experimenters on living 
animals to be apprized. Dr, Crumpe fays, thelarger the animal 
of any given fpecies, the longer does the heart, feparated from 
the body, continue to vibrate. In an experiment here re- 
cited, the heart of a large frog beat for 20 minutes, that of a 
{mall one only for10.—Another well-devifed experiment, re~ 
Jated in this chapter, alfo deferves notice. In two of three equal 
frogs, the parts were fo divided that the lower extremities ad- 
hered to the trunk by the principal nerves only; the blood- 
veflels were taken up and tied; watery folution of opium was 
then introduced under the fkin of the extremities in one of 
thefe, and in the third undi/feéted frog; both died in little more 
than an hour; the other diflected frog was left to itfelf, and fur- 
vived feven hours,—This experiment anfwered on repetition, 
and ferves to fhew that the operation of opium is not on the 
fluids, 

In the 6th chapter, the author eafily expofes the futility of tha¢ 
opinion according to which opium acts as a /edative; and he 
takes unneceflary pains to dilprove the exiftence of a nervous 
fluid. He argues with fhrewdnefs againft Dr. Cullen, who, 
after fluctuating long, finally adopted a very whimfical hypo- 
thefis concerning opium ; of which he imputed the ftimuiant 
effects to exertions made by the ws medicatrix nature, in order 
to oppofe the fedative or narcotic effects of opium. ‘To fhew 
how much the theory and praétice of the late Edinburgh Pro- 
feflor are at variance on this head, the following initance is 
produced : 


‘ The phenomena ef regular gout, he fuppofes, arife from an atony 
taking place in certain conititutions, which the vis medicatrix naturz 
1s Fouled to remove, and which the effeéts by exciting an inflamma. 
tory aicction in fome of the extremities; but when the atony has 
taken place, if nature be fo weak that the re-aétion does not fucceed, 
the atony continues in the ftomach and neighbouring parts, and pro- 
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duces the atonic gout, or, as it is commonly termed, gout in the fto- 
mach. In this very complaint, however, we find, from a paffage in 
his Materia Medica, he has given opium to the amount of ten grains 
twice a day with fuccefs ; a prattice furely indefenfible, if his theory 
of its a€tion were founded in truth; for, if nature could not be roufed 
into re-aétion by the caufe already oppreffing her, and producing the 
difeafe, with what propriety could a medicine be exhibited to affift 
her, whofe exciting powers only arife from a fimilar indirect modé of 
operation ?’ 

The explanation of the effeéts of opium given in the fubfe- 
quent pages is fo purely Brunonian, that we may juftly wonder 
at thofe pretenfions to novelty of opinion which occur in the 
preface and introduction to this book. “Toward the end of the 
chapter} are feveral well-contrived experiments, to fhew the 
analogy between volatile alkali, alcohol, electricity, and 
opium, in their effects on the heart and blood-veflels of frogs. 
‘This analogy is abundantly ftriking. 

The fubjeé& of chap. 7. is, the pharmaceutical Treatment of 
Opium, and its Uf or Abufe in particular Difeafes. Dr. Crumpe 
confiders the method of purifying opium in the New London 
Pharmacopeeia as highly objeétionable, becaufe the heat neceflary 
to drive off the great quantity of fpirit will diffipate the moft 
active parts, and even render the ftrength of the extract va- 
riable. If opium muft be purified, (which Dr. Crumpe be- 
lieves to be needlefs,) he thinks it fhould be diflolved in an 
equal weight of proof fpirit, ftrained, and then dried by a 
water- bath. 

From what has been faid, the intelligent medical reader will 
eafily divine the directions laid down in the fubfequent part of 
this chapter, refpecting the ufe of opium in difeafes. Except in 
fome cafes of gout, in which the author avows his uncertainty, 
he coincides very nearly in opinion with Dr. Brown in the 
principal particulars. 

It is fcarcely neceflary to add that the prefent publication 
feems to us to afford one of thofe very common inftances, in 
which a young writer imprudently enlarges his book beyond his 
ftock of materials. We agree with one of Dr. C.’s friends, 
whofe opinion is quoted in the preface, that his reafonings are 
acute and his experiments well-contrived. Could he have been 
perfuaded to comprefs his obfervations into the compafs of 50 
or 60 pages, it would have been better for himfelf and his 
readers.. Not to enlarge on a topic when there is nothing new to 
fay, appears to be a rule equally obvious and proper :—but it 
is very rarely obferved when a phyfician, frefh from the fchools, 
refolves to become a member of the republic of letters: we 
imagine that we cannot better confult the intereft of that re- 
public, than by enforcing that rule whenever we find it ma- 
terially violated. B 
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Art. XVII. The Lounger’s Common-Place Book, or Alphabetical 
Arrangement of Mifcellaneous Anecdotes ; a Biographical, Poli- 
tical, Literary, and Satirical Compilation, in Profe and Verfe. 
Vol. Ill. 8vo. pp- 134. 58. 6d. Haif-bound. Kerby. 1794+ 


ya perfevering author muft have found more comfort in 
his own reflections, than he could poffibly extract from 
fuch meagre praife as we have hitherto been able to beftow on 
the former parts of his compilation, or he would not again fo 
foon have prefented himfelf before our literary tribunal. The 
humility and refignation, however, with which he has received 
our uncourteous opinions, manifeft fuch modefty and temper as 
we feldom find in authors whofe claims and expectations of 
panegyric are difappointed. Indeed his forbearance and pacific 
difpofition are fo far from failing him on thefe trying oceafions, 
that he has put our integrity to the teft by the moft flattering 
encomiums on our labours in the court of criticifm, for nearly 
half a century. 

Whether this condefcenfion has partly and infenfibly fmoothed 
our rugged brow, and influenced us in his favour, we know 
not: but the firft article of his new volume did appear of a 
more fair and difcriminative caft than moft of his former ar- 
ticles. We knew Dr. Arm/ffrong, the fubject of it, well; and we 
think that wecan vouch for its accuracy, and for the candour 
with which it is compofed. ‘Thofe who were only acquainted 
with Armftrong’s taciturnity, and his great wig, formed an 
erroneous opinion of his intellectual powers. Dr. Johnfon, 
who too frequently in converfation indulged himfelf in na- 
tional and perfonal prejudices, ufed to pronounce him ** a dull 
dog :”—but thofe who had enjoyed his company in focial 
and convivial hours allowed him to have poflefled an uncom- 
mon fhare of original wit, fancy, and pleafantry. His Art of 
preferving Health is one of the moft agreeable and inftru&tive 
poems in our language; and, though written in blank verfe, 
it cannot juftly be called an imitation of Milton. Among his 
{maller lyric productions, the Tears of Scotland, written on the 
fuppreffion of the rebellion of 1745, which the colleétors of 
Caledonian fongs have conftantly afcribed to Smollet, is a 
ballad written with more force, energy, and pathos, than any 
one which has been produced in favour of the Stuart caufe, that 
has come to our knowlege. Ofwald, who fet this fong to mus 
fic, and publifhed it, aflured a friend of ours, ftill living, that 
he had it from Armftrong in his own hand-writing. As the 
facts and reflections in the account of this phyfician feem ac- 
Curate and judicious, we fhall prefent it entire to our readers 
as a {pecimen of the volume before us; 
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© ARMSTRONG, JOHN, a phyfician and a man of genius, who, 
by his poem on the Ari of preferving Health, has defervedly attained 
the reputation of a refpeCable didactic poet. In the practice of phyfic, 
he never was eminent; and as a profe writer on general medical tub- 
je€ts, our author, in many refpects an amiable character, grofsly failed, 
On one occation he afferts, that the circulation of the blood was a dif. 
covery attended with no real ufe; and after declaiming on the ab- 
furdity of theory, which he obferves, in general, is flimfy and puerile, 
and what no man of fenfe would trouble himfclf with, he fo far for- 

rets himfelf, as to call corns, fprouts of the rheumatifm; and on the 

fabjett of fecretion, concludes with faying, ** Iam of opinion, that 
every gland has ax cecult kind of magic power, inexplicable to the 
human faculties, of transforming blood.” 

‘ But fuch errors were not fufiicient to hove retarded the progrefs 
of a phyfician, whofe defeéts in fcience, and whofe chimeeras in the- 
ory, are fometimes amply compenfated by that more valuable at- 
tainment, a fuperior knowledge of the world, a commodity in which 
the fubject of this article did not abound ; befides, where is the me- 
dical, or indeed any other man, who has not, on fome occafion, 
tripped. ‘The good, the exemplary Fothergill, in the tranfaction 
with Samuel Leeds, departed from his ufual equity and liberality.— 
Heberden once loft himfelf on the fubject of damp linen; and St. 
Anéré, a man of {trong fenfe, but I fear not of a good heart, was de- 
luded or infatuated by abfurdity, and gave credit to the artful tale 
of a female, who profeffed herfelf the parent of rabbets. 

« But Armitrong’s fault was confidered as of a more heinous caft ; 
he deviated in one of his publications into the labyrinths of obfcenity, 
and the turpitude of lufcious defcription, a crime, which, however 
flagitious the principles and conduct of his patients, in a phyfician ig 
hever to be forgiven; particularly by the fair fex, whofe influence in 
deciding the fate of the various candidates in law, phyfic, and divi- 
nity, from fome /ate friking infances, feems almoft omnipotent. The 
whilper fpcedily circulated; as a practitioner, he was gradually de- 
ferted; and, many years fince, I heard a Jady, who, iz hex day, had 
been « leading, if not an immaculate charafter, declare, that herfelf, 
as well as many of her acquaintance, valued and efteemed Dr. Arm- 
itrong, and had occafionallly confulted him ; but after the publication 
of the unlucky poem, it was generally underftood, by thofe who valued 
the world’s good opinion, that to be intimate with the Doétor, or even 
to employ him, was a violation of decorum, and would have been dan- 
gerous ta any Jady who wifhed to be well received in the beft com- 
panv. Such was the fentence againft a man of various acquirement, 
inoftenfive life, and (notwithftanding his yielding in one inflance, to 
the Juxuriant riot of fancy) of unfullicd manners ; fuch was the fevere 
fentence in a court, which admits cf no appeal, probably too, ata 
moment, when fome verfatile profligate antagonift, defiled by fecret 
fin, but pofieiing the prudent art of uniting abandoned iniquity with 
exterior decency, was reaping the harvelt of wealth and reputation. 

‘ Yet this unfortunate production, with all its faults, was not 
without the merit of glowing imagery, appoiite claflic allufion, and 
impreiijye moral precept. Who can read the following lines, 
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which I quote from memory, without lamenting that they vere de- 
bafed by others, which no regarder of his profeiiional intereil ought 
ey) have written, and which no reader of a correct tafle can wih me 
go recite. 
a To fhun 
The fnakes, which under flow’rv plcafure lurk 
J fing, wilt thou, fair Cytherea, deign 
To {mile, gracious On my attempt; tho’ thou 
None of the Mufes nine, yet oft on thee 
"Tne graces wait, oft gambol in thy train 
Tho’ virgins, come nor leave thy boy behind, 
Blind, buc unerring archer. 
<¢ The boy,’’ continues Dr. Armftrong, a few lines after, 
‘ The boy may triumph, when 
Night-working fancy fteals him to the arms 
Of nymph oft with’d awake, nor envy kings, 
While dreams like this await thy flumbers. 
¢ Bat the poet ferioufly advifes his pupil to be cautious and feleé& 
in forming a female a tachment. —He procecds to deicribe the kind of 
svoman, worthy the attentions of a man of ienfe; and fays ; 
«© Grudge not, with fuch a mate, to pals, 
«¢ The fummer’s day, the winter’s night, 
«¢ Prefs her, with dying fondnefs, in thy arms.” : 
¢ He, however, firongly inculcates conftancy and dincerity In fuch 
an intercourfe; and, after much pathetic difuafion againit the bafe- 
nefs of feduction, and the fhabby infamy of deferting and expofing the 
fond believing mother, and her ill-fated ‘offspring, that mother, 
‘¢ who ventured all for thee, for her, thou nothing,’’ he proceeds to 
defcrive, with energy and truth, the complicated evils and difeates, 
the ruin cf foul, body, and eftate, entailed on. indifcriminate de- 
bauchery. He afterwards paints, with a confiderable portion of mock 
heroic humour, the bully attending a houfe of infamy : 
es Him thirfting after gcld, nor words, 
«« Nor more perfuafive wine can fatisfy, 
« Thy purfe muft pay the viciatien of the public bed.” 
© Ithas been faid of Dr. Armftrongz, and I believe by himfeif, that 
his fuccefs, as a phyfician, ** was impeded by exceilive fenfibility, 
and what he called a ticklifh fate of {pirits, occafioned or increafe 
by the teazing and uncomfortable circumfances of the profeffion.” 
This irritability produced, in fome of his publications, the peevifhnefs 
| of pafiionate expreflion. and in one inilance, outrageous inveétive: 
| He who affects to quarrel with, or defpife the world, has been antly 
compared to a wayward, fpoiled child, who to revenge himéelf 
on his mother, for fome petty contradiction, ** refolved ‘to flay all 
| night on the bridge.’? ‘To continue the fimile, the defpifer of man- 
| Kind will, in general, find his anger or refentment repaid with ample 
| Intereft ; he may flay for fifty nights on the comfortlefs bridge of fe- 
ceflion, frozen with cold, or drenched with rain, and the world, fo far 
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pity and condolance, will ridicule the impotence of that ineffectual re- 
venge, which recoils only to its own injury, and add, by bitter mfult, 
new barbs to the arrows of affliction. 

‘ In fact, the “ ticklith ftate of poor Armftrong’s fpirits,’’ was 
an effe#, rather than acaufe of his failure. It was the mortification of 
a wounded fpirit, confcious of its powers, but well convinced of the 
mittakes and obliquities which produced difappointment ; while, at the 
fame time, the negleé&t of mankind was aggravated by the unaccount- 
able fuccefs of many a fuperficial unqualified cotemporary, gliding 
down the itream of fame and affluence. 

¢ The unfortunate, and of courfe, the penfive man, in his journey 
through life, induitrioufly hunts for, and fixes on, as objeéts of dif- 
cuffion or contemplation, his own ill treatment, the happy fortune of 
his rivals, and a thoufand little haraffing circumftances, which a for- 
tunate traveller, on the fame road, either fees not, or does not feel, 
yefolved that the unavoidable rubs of envy and oppoiition, fhall not in- 
terrupt the congratulations of felf applaufe, or darken the bewitching 
profpeéts of enjoyment and independence, which through a variety 
of avenues, prefent themfelves to his view.’ 

Dr. Addington feems to have been harfhly treated. We can- 
not help fuppoting that our author has overcharged the defeéts 
of his character, and has been unfair in appreciating his pro- 
feffional abilities. His politics may not have pleafed the prefent 
compiler: but, whether enlifted on the fide of democracy or 
ariftocracy, his medical abilities could be neither fublimed nor 
degraded by his party principles. 

We have no objection to the two fubfequent articles, 4ri/- 
tocracy and Afpafia: but the next, of which Captain Baillie is 
the fubject, we muft pronounce to be erroneous, in the infinu- 
ations that the Mafter-general of the Ordnance has negleéted 
“ to alleviate his embarrailments,’ and to reward his virtue. 
Indeed the noble Duke has not done it from his own income; 
on which, as an individual, the Captain had no fairer claim 
than any other inhabitant of Great Britain. He affifted the 
Duke of Richmond, during his democratic paroxy{m, in dif- 
gracing government, and in endeavouring to ferve the public ; 
and now that his Grace is in poffeflion of that participation of 
power which he fo ftrenuoufly wifhed to wreft from the former 
miniftry, he has appointed the political martyr, Capt. Baillie, to 
the place of Clerk of the Deliveries to the Board of Ordnance, 
of which the falary is 500/, a year, as the red book can teftify ; 
this is 100 /. a year more than the nominal falary of the place 
which the Captain loft as Deputy Governor of Greenwich 
Hofpital. As we can hardly fuppofe that Capt. B. arraigned 
Lord Sandwich and the abufes of his regency at the hofpital, 
merely to gratify the ipleen of the Duke of R., but to ferve 
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the public, it feems juft that the public fhould contribute 
toward indemnifying him for his lofles*, 

With refpect to Captain Bligh, injurious infinuations, we 
think, have been too carelefsy received, and too haftily infert- 
ed. If the friends of the mutineers on board his fhip had been 
in pofleffion of any authentic information that would have in- 
validated the charges againft them, it fhould have been pro- 
mulgated at the time of the trial: but indeed no evidence, 
however detrimental to the character of Captain Bligh, could 
acquit his crew of mutiny and robbery, in depofing their com- 
mander and feizing his majefty’s fhip:—not for the purpofe 
of purfuing the important bufinefs on which fhe was fent out, 
nor of bringing her home, but of fteering in her through the 
South Seas as pirates. 

We have no reverence for the name of George Bubb Dod- 
dington, of courtly memory, and fhall therefore leave him to 
the mercy of our author. The article concerning Sir /Villiam 
Chambers is not only enlivened by copious quotations from the 
Heroic Epifile, but by fome additional farcafms. The tale of 
Mungo Campbell is well told. We fhall not here difcufs the 
merits of the caufe; but we lament the lofs of an amiable and 
good-natured nobleman, and of an intrepid and high-fpirited 
commoner, for fuch a trivial caufe of contention as a hare or 
a partridge! If the game-act, rigidly enforced, be oppreflive, 
the evil was not diminifhed by murder and fuicide. 

The articles, AZargaret Lamburne, and William Lauder, 
will be new to fome readers, and amufing to many: but may 
we not afk the author where he learned that * Mr. John Doug- 
las, _fince an Irifh Bifhop,’ was the defender of Milton againft 
the forgeries of Lauder? We always underftood that it had 
been Dr. John Douglas, lately Bifhop of Carlifle, and now 
Bifhop of Salifbury, who detected the attempt to affaffinate our 
great epic bard’s reputation. 

The extreme bitternefs with which the author fpeaks not only 
of the humbled papifts, but of Archbifhop Laud, Charles the Firft, 
the antient government of France, the Emprefs of Ruffia, and of 
our allies the Emperor and King of Pruffia, could not be exceeded 
in the Jacobin Club or National Convention :—but it will per- 
haps be afked, by old-fafhioned politicians, what have we now to 
fear from the Catholic religion, Laud’s ecclefiaftical ceremonies, 
Charles the Firft’s attachment to prerogative, or the antient 
Regime of France ? and what are the dangers which we have to 
apprehend from the aggrandizement of the Auftrians, or Pruf- 
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* For our account of Capt. Baillie’s Appeal, &c. and the hardthip 
of his cafe, fee M. Rev. vol, Ixii. p. 230. 
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fians, or even the Ruffians, compared with the vicinity, 
power, and ambition of the Frehch ? Does any other nation 
dare to threaten our deftruction’ Thefe queftions, perhaps, 
may border on inconfiftency, and on a deviation from our con- 
ftant principles in- favour of liberty : but, as critics, we are to 

be fair and equitable ; and, as politicians, to reprefs excefs, 
There is a conftant and inditcriminate outcry againft places 
and penfions by thofe who want them: but thofe who dave them 
will afk, ** can Government be carried on without certain 
laces being occupied £ There is bufinefs to be done in the 
adminiftration of every government; and are the drudges of 
ftate to be the only flayes in this country, who, like thofe in 
Afia and Africa, are to toil for nothing ?”—The penfions of our 
old goverment have been greatly diminifhed during the pre- 
fent reign, and the power of granting them has been reduced 
{ to very narrow limits :—but the Nuthor afferts, (p.-104.) that 
/ © the fordid interefts of a cabal, omy intent on places and pen- 
' fions, is ftill the purpofe, as it was, oqueftionably, the original 
¥ foundation of a/f government.’— Wat! that of America? 
—Is not this a confeffion that no goverament, however framed 
or reformed, will fatisfy this writer ? Wat, then, is to fupply 

its place, but anarchy, plunder, and fava barbarity ? 

We cannot take our leave of ‘this lively and piguant work 
without confeffing that its plan can hardly be defended on 
principles of urbanity and candour. It is made the vehicle of 
feverity and uncharitablenefs ;—abounding in cenfure and re- 

| i % View: ‘nds mi : ‘ 
proach of the living and the dead, indifcriminately. DB, 
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Art. XVUL Sevmcus cx prafical SubjeGs; by the Rev. Phili 
iolland. Svo. 2 Vols. pp. 827 in ail. 12s. Boards. Johnfon. 
i HE Editors of thefe poflhumous fermons, (the Rev. John 
Holland, and the Rev. W. Turner, jun.) have prefixed 
| dhort biographical memoirs of the author ; the tum of which is 
as follows : 

The Rev. Philip Holland was defcended, in the maternal 
Jine, from the celebrated non-conformifts Philip and Matthew 
Henry. His father, Thomas Holland, a diflenting minifter at 
. Wem, in Shropfhire, educated three fons for the Chriftian mi- 
niftry at the diflenting academies in Northamptonfhire. Philip, 
the oldeit of thefe, was a pupil of Dr. Voddridge, and refided 
| fucceflively at Wolverhampton, at Wem, and at Bolton in 





Lancafhire. At Bolton, he remained during thirty-three 
years, and acquired a high degree of reputation ia his pro- 
teffional capacity, and as a teacher of youth. Early in life he 
fortook the Calviniftic fyftem of his anceltors, and, for many 
years before his death, adopted the tencts of the Unitarians, 
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In morals, he was attached to the benevolent fy ftem of Hutch- 
efon *, the celebrated profeilor of ethics in the Univerfity of 
“— Ta his opinions, Mr. Holland examined with dili- 
and decided with deliberation. He laid little ftrefs on 
principles which feemed to him doubtful, or of inferior confee 
quence. From the general ftrain of his fermons, he might 
have been called the Chriftian moralift : but, where he thou; she 
proper to infilt on controverted topics, he ufually endeavoured 
to keep out of fight his own opinion and authority, and laid 
down the evidence on each fide, with that impartiality and 
candour which might enable his hearers to form a fair judg~ 
ment for themfelves. He was a firm and fteady friend to civil 
and religious liberty, and, on feveral public occafions, ftrenu- 
oufly exerted himfelf in. its fupport. As a preceptor he had 
great merit. On the firft principles of language and numbers, 
his ideas were remarkably clear and diftinét. Short grammars 
and long exercife books, a few rules, and many examples, were 
in his opinion the beft means of attaining the knowlege of any 
language. He admired and he purfued the method of double 
tranflation. In catechetical exercifes for the purpofe of reli- 
gious inftruction, he made ufe of fhort difcou:fes, or eflays, 
with queftions placed at the end of each, to exercife the br ng 
flandirg as well as the memory in difcovering and repeating 
the proper anfwers. A catechifm was, in his mix d, a gram- 
mar of religion ; and the works of nature and the word of God 
were the exercife books of examples. Of his public fpirit he 
gave many proofs, particularly in his active exertions refpecting 
a fund eftablifhed for the benefit of the wi idow 's and children of 
diffenting minifters, and in behalf of the Warrington Academy, 
from its “commencement to its diflolut ion. — Vhe editors have 
not enabled us to add the dates of Mir. Hoiland’s birth and 
death. 

The chara&er of thefe fermons may be in fome meafure in- 
ferred from the preceding particulars refpe 2cting the author. 
The fubjests are, for the mott part, * actical ; fuch as, the be- 
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gence, 


nefit of religious worlhip ; the properties of heavenly wifdom ; 
reproof ; felf knowlege ; friendthip ; on the duty of ‘Chriftians 
as lights for the world , bck ‘Thole of a more theoretical catt 


are, on the poodnels of God; the nature of the Chriftian in« 
ttitution ; the converfion and sieaties of St. Paul; the refur- 
rection of Chrift; the teitimony of the S: pirit; the teftimony 
of the Apofiles. Thefe fubjects are not treated in a loofe and 
declamatory manner, but with great t logical precifion. The 
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78 Holland’s Sermons. 
author has ftudioufly avoided all rhetorical ornament, and has 
even carried his fondnefs for fimplicity fo far as to enervate his 
ftyle: but he feldom fails to exprefs himfelf with the ftricteft 
accuracy. His moral ideas and arguments are fometimes trite, 
but they are always adapted to practical ufe; and the dif- 
courfes on thefe topics bear {trong marks of a folid judgment, 
and of a competent acquaintance with human life and manners, 
On controverfial fubjects, which are fparingly introduced, he 
declares his fentiments with great caution and diffidence. 

We add, as a fpecimen of Mr. Holland’s ftyle, his expla- 
nation of the moral quality of gentlenefs : 

« Gentlenefs is the expreflion of humility and meeknefs in our con- 
verfe with mankind. This virtue is vifible in the difcourfe of thofe 
who poffefs it. It preferves them from all harfh and fevere expref- 
fions, and from every degree of cenforioufnefs aud uncharitablenefs, 
A man of gentle fpirit will always fpeak to his neighbour, and of him, 
with the utmoit candour. He will never mention the faults of any one 
but when it is necefiary. liven then, whether the perfon in fault be 
prefent or abfent, he will treat him with fuch tendernefs, as to give 
no real caufe of offence. He is always defirous to pleafe, when he can 
do it confiitently with integrity, and with the general good of mankind, 
He is always willing to be pleafed, and to put the beft conftruétion upon 
the endeavours which «ure afed for this purpofe. Hence, thofe who 
with to ferve him, however unfuccefsful their endeavours may be, or 
however unhappily they be expreffed, in his opinion, confer an obli- 
gation upon him. Thofe, alfo, who defire and defign to hurt or dif- 
oblige him, will find that even his anger, or refentment, is tempered 
with gentlenefs, and that he will proceed to no greater extremities 
than reafon and benevolence will juitify. In fome, this gentlenefs ap- 
pears to be a kind of natural gift, fo as to render them almoft inca- 
pable of any behaviour, or any language inconfiftent with it. In 
Others, it is acquired by reflection and exercife. The former is ge- 
nerally more graceful and amiable, the latter is, at leaft, equally me- 
ritorious ; the former will find a furer way to the hearts of men, the 
latter will bring the underitanding and judgment over to its fide, and 
caufe them to applaud the viftory which a man has gained over him- 
felf. The fincere expreflions of it, whether from nature or habit, 
deferve approbation and Jove ; but the counterfeit is not of the leat 
value. ‘There is no condition in life, in which this amiable difpofition 
may not be exercifed. Where is the man who has it not in his power 
to hurt any of his fellow-men ? He may, therefore, exprefs the gen- 
tlenefs of his heart, by fteadily and uniformly abftaining from that 
conduét which will have this effeét. But he may difcover the good- 
ne(s of his heart towards thofe, alfo, whom he is not capable of hurt- 
ing, by his care not to difpleafe or grieve them, unneceflarily, and by 
his conftant attention to that line of behaviour by which he may pleafe 
and gratify them. In this way, may a child, a fervant or a fubject, 
show himfelf gentle towards a father, a matter, ora governor; and, 
in like manner, any other inferior towards his fuperior. 
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« But the higher fituations of life afford the moft ample field 
for the cultivation and exercife of this branch of pring ona 
It is one of the offices of charity which appears with the greate 
beauty in thofe who have it molt in their power to act vy 
ty it. The father of a family, whole heart is poflefied with re 
virtue, will exercife his authority ffeadily, but with tenderne!s. He 
will not fail to notice the faults of his children, and will take every 
method, which his prudence can fuggeit, to prevent the repetition of 
them, but he will very carefully obferve the apottolic injunction, rot 
to provoke his children to wrath, or to difcover any bitternefs to them. 
If he ever treat them with any feverity, as foon as they fhall appear 
to be humbled by it, he will encourage them by his returning kind- 
nefs, and convince them that he does a violence to his own heart, 
when he ufes any other language, or adopts any other behaviour to 
them than what is moft kind and affeétionate. The gentlenefs of a 
matter to his fervants will, in like manner, direct to that behaviour 
which will make a itate of fubjection the eafieft to them, and the re- 
membrance of their dependance the leait irkfome totheir minds. To 
make them a juit return for their fervices, according to mutual agree- 
ment, and to add a proper acknowledgment for any extraordinary 
labour, is no more than common equity. Nor will a gentle nature 
fail to pay a certain attention which, particularly in ficknefs, do- 
meftics have a right to require. Their faults fhould be blamed in a 
manner fitted to encourage their return to their duty, and to make 
their fubjection fit as eafy upon their minds as is confiltent with the 
nature and defign of the relation between matters and fervants. The 
effect of gentlenefs in higher governors is eafily conceived, and, after 
what has been obferved, needs not to be defcribed. Its influence on the 
intercourfe between equals and friends, and the pleafing dire¢tion 
which it will give to all their endeavours to ferve and pleafe one. 
another, are futticiently obvious.’ 


To thofe readers who have a tafte for moral truth, in a plain 
and fimple drefs, we recommend thefe difcourfes as adapted to 


afford them no {mall degree of pleafure and improvement. Yy 
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Art. XIX. A Narrative of Fads relating to a Profecution for High 
Treafon; including the Addrefs to the fury, which the Court re- 
fufed to hear: with Letters to the Attorney General, Lord Chief 
Juftice Eyre, Mr. Serjeant Adair, the Honourable Thomas Ertkine, 
and Vicary Gibbs, Efq. and the Defence the Author had prepared, 
if he had been brought to Trial. By ‘Thomas Holesoft. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Symonds. 1795. 


We learn from hiftory that, at various periods, the people 

of this country have been alarmed by reports of plots and 
con{piracies, which in the end were found to be completely 
imaginary; that the alarms were generally propagated by fac- 
tlous individuals, to anfwer fome immediate political purpofe ; 
and that the well-meaning many were made the dupes of the 
defigning few. The fecrets of thofe periods being laid open to 
us 
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us by hiltorians, we are not ata lofs to account for the events 
recorded bytnem. We {ee one unprincipled party endeavouring 
to fupplant another as unprincipled perhaps as itfelf, and em- 
ploying, without fcruple or remorfe, every means, however 
wicked and infamous, that were likely to conduce to fuch an 
end.—The cafe of the Jate profecutions for treafon is of a 
very different complexion indeed, and will probably puzzle our 
lateft pofterity. ‘Ihe exiitence of a confpiracy in our days to 
overturn the Conftitution has been aflerted, not merely by this 
Or that faction, not by this or that defcription of men, but by 
the united voice of the King, Lords, and Commons of the 
Jand; who made it a ground for pafling a new act, empowering 
the crown to imprifon fufpefed perfons, without being obliged 
to bring them to trial within the time limited by law, or allow- 


ing them the other benefits of the habeas corpus a&t. ‘The de- 
claration thus folemnly made by the legiflature was confitmed 
by a grand jury of the county of Middlefex, who found a bill 
againit twelve individuals charged with the guilt of imagining 
the death of the king, and confpiring to effect a forcible diflo- 
lution of the prefent form of government. Reafoning, @ priori, 
no man could with propriety fuppofe that a conf{piracy, attefted 
by fuch authorities, could be imaginary ; every man muft, on 
the contrary, be difpofed to prefume that however innocent the 
particular individuals accufed might eventually appear, the ex- 
iftence of the con‘piracy ilelf muft be eftablifhcd beyond a 
doubt. How great, then, mult be his furprife on finding that three 
fucceflive petit jurics were not able to difcover a trace or fhadow 
of a plot fo authoritatively aflerted by the legiflature to exift, 
and fo ftrong!y countenanced by the conduct of a grand jury ? 
The facts contained in the report made by the Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, and which were urged as the ground- 
work of the act of parliament that we have already mentioned, 
were almoit al! either proved or admitted on the trials: buc the 


juries, fo far from inferring from them the exiftence of a trea- 


fonable con{piracy, fully difcharged the accufation, and acquitted 
the prifoners. Jt is evident that the Attorney-general himfelf 
was convinced that the verdis went not merely to the acquittal 
of the acculed, but ilruck at the very foundation of the charge 
itfelf; for he allowed four of the perfons indi€&ted to be dii- 
charged without trial, declining to bring againft them that 
evidence which he had found to be infufficient to convict the 
three who were fuppofled to have been moft guilty. In a word, 
with refpect to them, the charge was completely abandoned ; 
and their innocence was acknowleged by him whofe duty it was 
to procure a verdict againft them, had it been in his power fo 
to co by legal means. This recognition of their innocence 
goes 
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goes far beyond themfelves : it goes, in our opinion, to the cau/fe 
for which they were profecuted. The Attorney-general was 
unqueftionably able to prove that they were members of foci~ 
eties eftablifhed for the purpofe of effecting a reform in parli- 
ament; he could prove them to have concurred in various 
refolutions tending to that objeét,—refolutions which 4e con- 
fidered as fo many overt-acts of an intention in them to fubvert 
the conftitution ; he could prove that they had on various oc- 
cafions pointed out and fpecified defects and abufes in the ex- 
ifting ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the Houfe of 
Commons, that they had afcertained the exiftence of an undue 
interference on the part of the peers in the elections of members 
of the lower houfe, and had contended for the neceffity of an 
immediate and radical reform: all this he could prove; and he 

might fay that it manifefted a defign to deftroy the conftitution : 

why then did he not proceed? Is it unfair to furmife that it 

was becaufe he feared that what he deemed a defign to over- 

throw the conftitution would be confidered by a jury as a 

defign only to improve it, and confequently as praife-worthy, 

not traiterous, in thofe who were concerned in it? In this 

point of view, we are of opinion that the late profecutions may 

be thought of the higheft importance, with refpect to the events 

to which they may be the occafion of giving birth. 

From the uniform tenor of Mr. Holcroft’s writings, we 
think it may be fairly inferred that, though no man can be 
more ardent in the purfuit of what he conceives to be for the 
good of mankind, yet his principles wou!d not allow him to 
employ force even for the attainment of fuch an objet; and 
confequently we feel ourfelves ftrongly difpofed to condemn the 
judgment of thofe, who could deem a perfon of this defcription 
a proper fubje& for a profecution for the alledged crime of 


. confpiring to murder the king, and forcibly to diffolve the pre- 


fent conftitution of this country. Thofe who differ moft from 
this gentleman, in political and fpeculative opinions, readily ad- 
mit that his motives are humane; and that even fuch of his 
fyftems as appear to them moft Utopian are founded on notions 
of univerfal benevolence and philanthropy. His aim is to me- 
liorate the condition of mankind, and to extend the fphere of 
their happinefs ; which leads him to attack fuch inftitutions as 
he conceives to ftand in the way of this great end:—but his only 
Weapons are arguments ; all others he difclaims ; he addrefies 
himéelf direly to the underftanding, and labours not to inflame, 
but to convince. The heart of fuch a man, we were per- 
fuaded, could not harbour defigns of murder and civil war; 
and therefore, when we found that he was involved in a pro- 
fecution for high treafon, we were induced to think that the 
Rev. Jan, 1795: G Attorneys 
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Attorney-general had but weak grounds to fupport the general 
charge of a confpiracy. 

Having paid this tribute, which we deem juftly due to the 
intentions of our author, we will now make fome obfervations 
on bis talents. His former productions have already eftablifhed 
his reputation in the literary world, and this pamphlet is writ. 
ten with peculiar force and perfpicuity of language. ‘The in- 
genuity and fubtlety of his mind have led him to ftrike outa 
fyQem, which many fenfible perfons will not hefitate to call 
eccentric; and fuch it certainly is: but its eccentricity is not 
wild and confufed ; it is governed by laws of its own, and, 
like a comet, though darting through paths unfrequented by 
others, is confiftent, uniform, and regular in its whole courfe, 
The addrefs which he intended to make to the jury, had he 
been put on his defence, abounds with paflages that will bear 
us out in this opiniou;—-an addrefs which, while it dif. 
plays uncommon ingenuity, we would not felect as a proof of 
found judgment; for it is unqueftionably by much too meta- 
phyfical to be clearly comprehended by fuch men as ufually ferve 
on petit juries, in whom we look for little more than plain 
fenfe and integrity, and of whom we would not deem it any dif- 
paragement to fay that they were not great proficients in metae 
phyfics, nor deeply verfed in the fubtleties of logic and the re- 
finements of ethics. “The do&rines which he lays down appear 
calculated not more to eftablifh his own innocence, than to 
prove the fyftem, on which the jurifdiétion of the court and 
jury was founded, to be not merely abfurd but abfolutely re- 
pugnant to juftice. ¢ If this reafoning be juft, (fays he, page 
8 of the Defence, ) it follows that to attempt to prevent crimes by 
coercion, is an error of the underftanding, or, in other words, 
is itfelf alfo a crime.’ Now the very bufinefs in which the ju- 
rors were engaged, when they were impanelled to try him, was 
to exercife coercion, if they could be authorized by evidence to 
find him guilty ; and, confequently, according to his principle, 
they were themfelves committing: a crime by the very aét of 
fitting in judgment on him. With deference be it faid that, 
though the manlinefs of his mind would not ftoop to the tafk of 
conciliating his judges, nor to afk for any thing at their hands 
but ftrict juftice, {till we think that prudence, (a virtue which 
even the moft innocent and the moft magnanimous are allowed, 
by the general fenfe of mankind, to practife without the leak 
difparagement,) might make him refrain from uling irritating 
language ; and furely it muft be irritating to tell men that, for 
attempting to try him or any man, they are becoming criminals 
themiclves. He fays again (page o,) * had punifhment been an 
effectual means for preventing crime, as foonas punifhment had 
beca 
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been begun, crime muft have been on the decreafe. This effect, 
however, is not produced ; for men continue, from the intro- 
duftion of punifhment to the prefent hour, to be imprifoned, 
pilloried, whipped, and hanged.’ [his we conceive to be 
downright begging the queltion; for the argument aflumes 
that there is no efficacy in punifhment, becaufe crimes are ftill 
committed, but it by no means attempts to prove that propo- 
fition. We leave it to philofophers to decide whether perfect 
innocence be compatible with the ftate of man in this world ; 
or, in other words, whether human nature be capable of fuch 
improvement, no matter by what means, as that man fhould be 
able to live in fociety without violating any rule of right. We 
fear that they will decide in the negative, and will declare that 
there muft be laws to reftrain the human paffions ; confequently, 
that there muft be coercion and punifhment in the world. The fair 
way, then, in our opinion, of determining the: queftion of the 
efficacy or inefficacy of punifhment, will be by fhewing, not 
whether punifhment has extinguifhed crime, but whether it has 
narrowed the fphere of its operations ; not whether there are 
not {till to be found criminals, but whether there would not have 
been more ; whether punifhment has not leflened the number, 
not merely by cutting off from fociety fuch as had been con- 
victed of a breach of law, but by deterring others from follow- 

ing their example. We are ready to allow that punifhment is 

the worft way of reclaiming men; generous minds would not 

like to fee fear appointed prime minifter to good: but every 

mind is not generous: a thirft for knowlege, a love of honour 

and rectitude, a fenfe of glory, will be to fome fufficient incite- 

ments to act well : but there are others, we believe, on whom 

thefe noble motives would have no influence, and who would 

do nothing right, nor refrain from any thing wrong, except 

through fear of punifhment. ; 

Having laboured to fhew that punifhment cannot extirpate 
crime, Mr. Holcroft fays that it is only by ¢ the communica- 
tion of knowlege’ that fo defirable an objeét can be accomplifh- 
ed. It will certain'y be allowed that, in theory at leaft, ig- 
horance is the parent of vice, and the fertile fource of crimes ; 
and that the more men are enlightened, the more they will be 
likely to difcharge their duties in fociety: but let us look to 
hiftory, and fee whether theory and practice have agreed. We 
generally find that the nearer a nation was to a {tate of nature, 
the more it was remarkable for purity of manners: that with 
knowlege came on refinements and luxury, and with them dif- 
re corruption,and profligacy, which knowlege enabled men 
saat pen m - may ule fuch a term. We believe that the 
alinte e wer prove, beyond contradiétion, that the moft 
emiightened periods have been diftinguifhed by the greateft and 
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moft numerous departures from the rules of right; and this ig 
js that has made it a queftion among fome able philofophers, 
whether knowlege, or at leaft learning, had been a blefling or 
a curfe to mankind. We, for our own part, are decidedly of 
opinion that it is a bleffing : but it does not follow that we muft 
agree with our author that communication of knowlege will ex- 
tirpate crime; for fome of the greateft criminals that the 
world has ever known were at the fame time poflefled of an une 
common fhare of knewlege. The meafure which he rejects, 
and the meafure which he recommends, might, united, do what 
neither of them /eparately could effect, We agree with him that 
to inftruét is to increafe the happinefs of mankind: but we 
cannot make fuch a facrifice of our underftanding as to admit 
with him that * to punifh is to increafe the mifery of fociety.’ 
Who is the man, in the prefent ftate of things, fo ignorant or 
uninformed as not to know that deliberately to kill another, for 
the purpofe of feizing his property, isa heinous crime? Yet the 
commiffion of murder but too frequently occurs. Would it in- 
creafe the mifery of fociety to punifh fuch a murderer? On 
the contrary, to fuffer him to efcape unpunifhed would ftrike at 
the very exiftence of fociety. Had our author argued only 
again{t capital punifhment, we fhould confider his fyftem ina 
very different point of view: but punifhment in any fhape, or 
in any degree, is coercion, and confequently equally againt 
his do¢trine. 

While we thus combat his principal and fundamental opi- 
nions, let us confefs that, if they be erroneous, the grounds on 
which he maintains them do honour to his heart, and ought to 
have fhielded him from a profecution for a crime fo foreign to 
his feelings and his principles. ‘Ichat man cannot be a danger- 
ous fubject to any form of government, who fays, 

‘ It isa mott facred duty to proclaim the folly ; but it is a duty fill 
more facred, if poflible, not to perfecute the fool... . For my own 
part | cannot refpect abfurdity ; but I fhould be a vicious and a dan- 
gerous man could [ attempt to offer it violence. ....I feel no more 
reverence for the trappings of antiquity, than I do for a fool’s cap and 
bells, I think them equally ridiculous and derogatory. Yet while! 
would gladly prevail on every wearer of them to frip himflf of 
fuch mfignia of vice and folly, I would not move a finger in the 
way of force, to wreft them from the chara¢ters whom I think they 
difgrace.’ 

On the whole, we think that Mr. H. has treated his fubje@ 
with fingular ingenuity ; that he has placed the neceflity of 4 
parliamentary reform in a very ftrong light; that he has dif- 
played the character of a peacable, not of a feditious or rebellious, 
citizen ; and that, though his long confinement and confequent 
loffes and inconveniences might very naturally have provoked 
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warm and angry expreffions, he has written with a 
pond rede would do Mader to a philofopher who had grown 
old in the habit of fubduing his paffions, and of being governed 
only by the voice of reafon. 

We have felt ourfelves urged to dwell chiefly on the principal 
of the peculiar doctrines of this work, To the fubordinate parts, 
as mentioned in the title, we have not room to attend ; ond: 
therefore we leave them to the confideration and judgment of 


the public. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For JANUARY, 1795. 


LAW. 


Art. 20. An Effay on the Nature and Operation of Fines and Recoveries. 
By William Cruife, Efq. of Lincoln’s Inn. The third Edition re- 
vifed, corrected, and enlarged. 8vo. 2 Vols. pp.830. 12s. 
Boards. Butterworth. 1794. 

HE firft edition of this valuable work was publifhed in the year 
T 1783, and we noticed it in our 6gth vol. p. 83, and in our 7oth 
vol. p. 309.—In the year 1786 a fecond appeared with confiderable 
additions. The author has improved the prefent opportunity of cor- 
recting and enlarging his work, and of rendering it ftill more worthy 








Sh..... 


of the public acceptance. S.R. 


Art.21. The New Infru@or Clericalis, ftating the Authority, Jurif- 
diction, and modern Practice of the Court of Common Pleas; with 
Direétions for commencing and defending Actions, entering up 
sJudgments, fuing out Executions, and proceeding in Error. To 
which are added the Rules of the Court, modern Precedents, and 
feveral other Matters neceffary to be known by Attornies and their 
Clerks in Town and Country. Illuitrated by Notes, Obfervations, 
and acopious Index. By John Impey, Inner Temple. The fourth 
Edition corrected; with confiderable Additions from all the printed 
Cafes, and feveral not in print, down to the prefent Time. 8vo. 
pp.-870. 1os. 6d. bound. Butterworth. 1794. 

The author has introduced into this edition the cafes in points of 
practice which have been determined in the court of Common Pleas 
fince the appearance of his laft impreffion. He has inferted the new 
rules of court, and has prefented the reader with fome decifions never 
before in print, and has alfo marked the diftinétions fubfifting be- 
tween the practice of this court, and that of the court of King’s 
Bench.—Mr. Impey appears to have taken very confiderable pains to 


render his work ufeful. SR. 


Art. 22. Reports of Cafes argued and determined in the High Court of 
Chaucery, in the Time of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke. By John 
Tracy Atkyns of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq. Curfitor Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. The third Edition revifed and correéted; with Notes and 
References to former and modern Determinations, and to the Re- 
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gifter’s Books. By Francis William Sanders of Lincoln’s Inn, Efq.’ 

Author of an Edfay on the Law of Ules and Trufts. In three 

Volumes Royal 8vo. 21. Boards. Brooke. 1794. 

Thefe Reports appeared in folio in the year 1755, and were noticed 
in our 33d vol. p.107. In the year 1781, a new edition in three 
volumes royal oftavo, with the addition of fome marginal references, 
was publifhed.— The prefent editor gives the following account of 
the plan purfued on this occafion: * ‘To examine the cafes with the 
Kegiiter’s books, and to correét them, when found neceflary, has been 
his principal object. Where a correction has been thought in any 
wile material to the decifion of a cafe, it has been diltinguifhed by a 
feparate note. In fome very few initances a flight alteration in the 
original text has been adopted, with a view of making it correfpond 
with the Regifter; but this has been done in fuch cafes only, where 
the alteration has been deemed too inconfiderable to require a diftiné& 
note. In other refpeéts the original text has been fully preferved. 
Where it has been thought unneceflary to make extracts (the cafe be- 
ing confidered fufficiently correct without them) a mere reference to 
the folio, letter, and year of the Regifter’s book has been added.’ 

The editor proceeds to obferve ‘ that he has frequently experienced 
his refearches in the Regifter’s books anticipated by the previous la-, 
bours of Mr. Atkyns.’—* ‘To the prefent edition a variety of re- 
ferences have been made to cafes determined, as well before, as fub- 
fequent to, the original publication of thefe Reports. Some MS, 
ales have likewife been added; and to each volume is prefixed a 
table of the names of the cafes referred to by the notes con- 
tained in fuch volume. Upon points which have been confidered 
material, notes have been fubjoined, in which the principles of ° 
the feveral cafes relative thereto, have been carefully extracted and 
explained.’ 

Mr. Sanders, by his diligence and accuracy, has confiderably im- 
proved thefe valuable Reports ; what he has undertaken he has per 
formed with fidelity and ability; and the prefent work may be con- 
fidered as a proper companion for Mr. Coxe’s admirable editions of 
Peere Williams’s Reports. —We could have wifhed that the three 
indices had been comprized in one; the convenience of the reader 
would by that meafure have been confulted, and the fize of the 
volumes fomewhat diminifhed. SR 


Art. 23. Report of Cajfes argued and determined in the Court of King's 
Bench, from Michaelmas Term 33d George III. to Trinity Term 
34th George III. inclufive. With Tables of the Names of Cafes 
and principal Matters. By Charles Durnford, and Edward Hyde 
Halt, of the Temple, Efquires, Barrifters at Law. Vol, V. Folio. 
pp. 780, zl. Ss. bound. Butterworth. 1794. 
ic is only neceffary to inform our readers that, by the publication 

of the lait number, the fifth volume of this ufeful work is now com- 

pleted. §. 

Art. 24. Term Reports in the Court of King’s Bench, from Trinity 


Term 27th George II]. to Michaelmas Term 2gth George III. both 
. al = Oy , . ae ~ o . . 
inclufive. With Tables of the Names of Cafes and principal Matters. 


By 
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By Charles Durnford, and Edward Hyde Eaft, of the a 
Hiquires, Barriiters at Law. ‘I he fourth Edition corrected, wit 
additional References. in two Volumes. Royal 8vo. » ppe®3o. 
‘ds. Butterworth. 1794. 
dae republication of Ss firft volume of thefe Reports - 
their prefent commodious fize in our 15th vol. N.S. p. 200; to = 
we refer our readers, the fecond volume being exactly on the fame 


plan. a SR ; 


Art. 25. The Genuine Trial of Thomas Hardy, for High Treafon, 
at the Seflions Houfe in the Old Baily, from O€. 28, to Nov. 5» 
1794. By Manaah Sibly, Short-hand Writer to the City of Lon- 
don. Vol.I. 8vo. 7s. Boards. Jordan. , 

If we confider the nature of the late proceedings on the heavy 
charge of high treafon, together with the cfitical circumitances of the 
times, the prefent cafe will appear to be one of the moit intereiting 
and moft important that has occurred in this kingdom, fince the 
eftablifhment of our happy conftitution. 

The volume now before us contains the—opening of the fpecial com- 
miffion,—the Lord Prefident’s charge to the Grand Jury,—hit of the 
names, and places of refidence, of the witnefles, and of the jurors,-— 
the arraignment of the prifoners [for there were cleven perfons in the 
general indiétment, befides Mr. Hardy, ]—copy of the indictment, — 
challenging of the jury,—and the proceedings of the Court during the 
firft three days of the trial of homes Hardy, Secretary to the Cor- 
refponding Society, 

The remainder of Mr. Sibly’s publication will comprehend the 


_ fpeeches of the Attorney and Solicitor General,—the examination of 


witneffes,—copies of the papers that were read in evidence,-——fpeeches 
of Meffrs. Erfkine and Gibbs,—defence of the prifoner,—the Lord 
Prefident’s fummary,—verdict of the jury, &c. &c. 


EAST INDIA AFFAIRS. 
Art. 26. Az Anfwer to Mr. Princeps’s Chfervations on the Mecurrery 
Syfem. By T. Law, Efq.: 8vo. 1s. Faulder. 

Intended to counteract the great effect already produced on the 
public fentiment by Mr. Princeps’s pamphlet, Mr. Greville’s * chap- 
ter on the Mocurrery Syitem, and fuch other publications as may have 
lately izlued rom the prefs in fupport of Mr. Grant’s opinion, that the 
Zemindary tenures of Hindoftan were rather of the nature of ad- 
vowfons than of feuda! dominion, and confifted in the right of levying 
over certain diitricts a land-tax varying with the preduce, and not in 
the ablolute property of the foil, which a fet of vaffuls, or farmers, 
were permitted to cultivate oa the payment of certain dues. Mr. 
Law, as is well known, inclines to the latter hypothefis, and beftows 
high encomiums on Lord Cornwallis for acting on it. 

The cafe of the Nabob, p. 27 of this tra@, feems to evince that 
the fums paid by the Zemindars to the fovereign often differ as widely 
from the amount waich they levy on the hufbandman, as the rate of a 
benefice in the king’s books varies from its actual produce. The cale of 
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Syed Gulaum Huffien, the hiftorian, p. 28, thews that it was cuftomary 
for private perfons to commute the tythe on their own eftates for the 
fee-fimple of equivalent land. The Syed appears to have made this 
commutation for his own life, and tohave wifhed tomake it in perpetuity, 

There is one regulation by Lond Cornwallis, on which we feel no 
lefs inclined than Mr. Law to dwell with approbation ; namely, that 
which corrects the fufuating nature of the land-tax, which makes the 
prefent affeffment a maximum, and forbids the Zemindars to derive 
any increafe of opulence from the improvement of a cultivation to 





which they in no refpeéct conduce. - Ty 


Art. 27. Remarks upon Obfervations on the Report of the Committee 
abpointed to infpe&? the Lords? Fournals, in relation to the Trial of Mr, 
Haftings. 8vo. 15. Debrett. 1794 
The Obfervations, to which thefe Remarks are a reply, were writ- 

ten to complain of delay of judgment in Mr. Hattings’s trial, as an a& 

of injuftice to an individual who has performed effential and important 

fervices to the public. The refpondent criminates Mr. Haftings with 
more feverity than feems juftifiable, pending the trial. His principal 
anfwers to the charge of delay are, that the complaint, whatever 
ground there is for it, falls on Mr. Haftings; and that in fad the 
trial, in its full fpace of feven years, has only occupied 148 days; 
which, allowing three hours to each day, makes 444 hours, or fome- 
what more than a fortnight of actual time. Mr. Burke is extolled as 
the avenger of Indian crimes, and his name is loaded with honour 


little fhort of idolatry. E. 


Art. 28. The Subftance of a Speech delivered at a General Court at the 
Eajft India Hou/e, 18th June 1794: on the Impropriety of allowing 
the DireGors of the Eaft India Company to trade to or from India, 
in their private Capacities; with Notes. By Richard Twining. 
8vo. 1s. Cadell. 

This fpeech undertakes to prove principally two points :—one, that 
the private commerce of Directors to the Eaift, whether as principals 
or agents, is utterly inconfiftent with the interefts of the Eaft India 
Company :—the other, that the right, which Directors at prefent 
poffefs, of trading to India in their private capacities, has been granted 
to them without the knowlege either of the Court of Dire&ors or of 
the Court of Proprietors ; and in direct violation of what was moft 
clearly agreed between Government and the Company. 

The obfervations on the oath of the Directors, p. 22, might furely 
have been omitted. Ty 


Art. 29. The Debates at the Eaft India Houfe, 18th June, 17943 on 
the Confideration of the Report of the Committee of Bye-laws, 
and on Mr. Twining’s Motion, ‘* that no Direétor be allowed to 
carry on any Trade or Commerce to or from India, direétly or in- 
directly, either as Principal »r Agent.’? Reported by William 
Woodfall. 4to. 2s. Debrett, &c. 

We are pleafed that the reporting of debates at the India-houfe 
fhould have fallen into hands fo well qualified for arranging the fu- 
gitive remarks of our leading merchants, in a form which will do 
honour to commercial eloquence, It may be fufpeéted, however, that 
the 
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the confequence of this publicity will be analogous to that produced 
sa the Senate by the circulation of parliamentary debates, and will 
ultimately throw the office of Director into the hands of thofe who 
make ‘he bet orators and pamphleteers, in behalf of the fuppofed in- 
terets and rights of the proprietors. With refpect to the prefent 

ubheation, it may fuffice to ftate that, although thefe debates, which 
regara the right of the Direétors to a private trade to India, took place 
in june lait, yet, as the confideration of Mr. Twining’s motion on the 
fubject was adjourned to December, it appeared to the editor more 
convenient to referve their appearance till they were likely again to 
occupy the public attention. The Appendix contains the neceffary 


documents. Tay. 


Art. 30. An Anfwer to the Speech delivered by Mr. Richard Twining, 
at the Eaft India Houfe, 18th June 1794, &c. By Samuel Tolfrey, 

a Proprietor of India Stock. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 
This reply more than infinuates that the great object of that tem- 
erate {pirit of reformation, that moderate patriotifm, which has of 
late illuftrated the India-houfe, is * to exclude from the Direétion thofe 
very gentlemen whofe influence, talents, and experience effentially 
contributed to accomplifh’ the late renewal of the charter. It con- 
tains a very methodical and inftructive comment on Mr. Twining’s 
pamphlet, and may be expected to call forth a rejoinder, which cannot 
but warmly intereft the whole body of proprietors. TD 


Art. 31. 4 Sketch of the Debate, that took place at the India-houfe in 
Leadenhall-ftreet, on Wednefday the 9th of Oétober inft. on the 
following Motion of William Lufhington, Efq. ‘* That a General 
Court be held on the 23d inftant, to take into confideration an Ad- 
drefs to his Majefty, expreflive of the firm determination of this 
Company to give every fupport in their power, to the Government 
of the Country, at this arduous crifis, and particularly to exprefs a 
with to raife and cloath three Fencible Regiments, to ferve in Great 
Britain, Ireland, or the Iflands of Jerfey and Guernfey, and to re- 
commend that the Officers belonging to the Company’s military 
eftablifhment in India, now in Europe, may be employed in thofe 
regiments, fubject to his Majeity’s approbation.” By William 
Woodfall. 4to. 1s. 6d. Debrett. 

There is fomething fplendid in that coalition of eftablifhments which 
has hitherto been found requifite for each other’s fupport. Wealth, 
in large maffes and in corporate action, is very dazzling ; and to vul- 
gar eyes it appears in that form more productive of acute happinefs, 

ornamental civilization, and of applicable force, than in the ftate 
of more equal diffufion and fwifter increafe, to which the principles 
of that arch-leveller, Dr. Adam Smith, would naturally reduce it. 

We muft not wonder, then, that, within the purlieus of Leadenhall, 

Philofophic theories of commerce fhould pafs for revolutionary im- 

piety; the nation, which has abolifhed companies and cuftom-houfes, 

for an academy of barbarifm; its armies, for an horde of banditti; 
and its laws, for a digeft of anarchy. Under fuch impreffions, the 
contemporary progrefs of the French in arts and arms,—the rapid 
increafe among them of the wages of labour, and of the furface of 


cultivated 
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cultivated foil,—the attachment of their populace,—their privileged 
democratic inftitutions,—their multiplying marriages,—their fucceff- 
ful piracy,—their fupprefion of unproduclive toil,—their capability 
of an agrarian law,—and all their growing refources,—are over. 
looked,—and a defperate war againit them is to be fupported and en- 
couraged :a war begun through the want of recognizing a right of power 
in the deputies of their people ; the continuance of which ferves, no 
doubt, to perpetuate the odious profcriptions to which, 1n moments 
of crifis, their factions in turn refort: but the termination of which, 
unlefs fpeedy, mutt be fatal to eur deareft domeiiic interefls. Surely 
it were more prudent to recal the French to the arts of peace, ix 
ewhich ewe can excel them, than to perfevere in a conteft which may toa 
foon be conducted on our own foil, to the imevitable interruption 
of thofe tranquil refinements of which we grow fo etleminately 
jealous. 

So much for the general propricty of the Addrefs. The debate 
wis of courfe opened with an eloquent felection from Mr. Burke’s ex. 
hauftlefs book of topics. Of its local propriety, the following extraét 
may give fome idea: 

« Sir Francis Baring faid, he did not rife to ftate his fentiments on 
the Addrefs then, becanfe he did not think t/at the fit moment for 
difcuffing it, as it would come under the confideration of the Court a 
fortnight hence. He thought the Court could net go too far In ex- 
preflions of attachment to the King and Conftitation, but his doubts 
how far the Court was competent to vote away any of the Company’s 
cath, for that, or any other publick purpofe, before they had com- 
plied with the injunGions impofed upon them by the charter, went 
farther than thofe of the Honourable Gentleman who had propofed 
the amendment. By that charter, gentlemen would recolleét, that 
Government were entitled to 500,000). if there fhould remain fo much 
furplus, after the other provifions of the charter had been fulfilled, 
In his opinion, Sir Francis faid, there was not likely to be any fur- 
plus for Government this year, and as they had found it neceflary to 

o to Parliament a few monthe fince, for leave to borrow a million, 
at would have a very odd appearance for the Company to be profufe, 
efpecially when, from the ftate of their accounts, it would be evident 
that they had it not in their power to be even juft, much more gener- 
ous. Upon the whole, he thought it would be necefiary for the Di- 
redtors to take legal advice upon the fubject, and not precipitately vote 
away large fums of money, while the exigences of the war kept their 
treafury empty.” T 
Art. 32. The Adjourned Debate, which took place at the India-houfe 

in Leadenhall-ftreet, on Thurfday, O&ober 23, 1794, on the 

Queftion for prefenting an Addrefs to his Majefty, offering to raife 

three Regiments for the Publick Service. Reported by William 

Woodfali. 4to. 2s. Debrett. 

_ This continuation of the difcuffion noticed in the preceding article 
Tous Opens : 

‘ Mr, Collins feized the occafion the moment the Chairman had 
taken his feat, and began to read a written remonftrance againft the 
gicafure agitated at the lat Court, Rating, in flrong and marked 
terms, 
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terms, a feries of objetions, that amounted, in his eftimation, to an 

Ww ainft the Court’s agreeing to put their hands 
unanfwerable argument againi ) g ‘ 
: f the Eaft India proprietors, (many of whom were ab- 
into the parte 0 iotifi d probably for no wife or 
fent) under the pretence of patriotiim, an pro - y r = 
good purpofe, but merely to anfwer the private views © er - in- 
dividuals, connected with the members of Adminittration. ; —s 
other appeals to the juttice of all prefent, Mr. Collins remin ed t . 
Court, that public patriotifm ought not to be made the inftrument o 
private injuftice, that there were a number of proprietors, widows 
and children, over whofe property they had no right to exercile do- 
minion; to force them to part with a proportion of their property, 
under the femblance of fupporting the intended meafure, was to rob 
the fatherlefs and defencelefs; buteven without that argument, he called 
on the Court of Directors, who voted as trultees for the Company, to 
demonftrate clearly and fatisfactorily, that they could afford to give 
this affiftance, without endangering the reduction of their dividend. 
The war, he faid, was an unfortunate and ruinous war, it behoved the 
Court, therefore, not to hazard a reduction of the dividend, in purfuit 
of an arduous, an expenfive, and to ail appearance, an impracticable 
object. Nor could he fee any reafon why the Eait India Company 
fhould take the lead in addrefling the Crown upon new grounds, and 
come forward with an offer, which they neither perhaps had a night 
to make, nor the power to fulfill when made. Mach had been {aid 
in the laft Court, to excite them to this meafure, by quoting the fums 
of money voted in various parts of the kingdom, to fupport the war 5 
for his part, he conceived the example tended rather to check, than 
excite their prefent efforts. He faid that through the whole king- 
dom, the fums fubferibed, did not exceed 250,000]. He ftated cal- 
culations to fhew, that this dividend, among the inhabitants, did not 
exceed TJavo Seillings per head, a {mall proof of the zeal with which 
the war was viewed by the inhabitants at large. In fupport of the 
propofed Addrefs, he obferved it had been ftated that Addrefles had 
been poured in from all parts of the kingdom, to the ‘Throne; Ad- 
drefles there had been certainly fome few in number, but thefe were 
rather confined to congratulations upon the victory fo glorioufly at- 
chieved by Lord Howe, than extended to the broad queftion of war 
or peace? Addiéted to no party, member of no club, and never 
having belonged to any political fociety in his life, he faid, he was 
neither to be cajoled into an affent of what his confcience difapproved, 
nor deterred from delivering his fentiments where he was {fo nearly 
concerned, as he felt himfelf upon the prefent occafion; his great 
anxiety was, that while we were reclaiming the violence of others, he 
might not have to complain that his private property, and that of the 
other proprietors, was put in a ftate of requifition, in order to anfwer 
fome political purpofe, that was carefully concealed.’ 

Mr. C. was anfwered by Mr. Luthington; from whofe impreflive 
{peech we fhall felect a ftriking peffage: 

‘ Sir, the Powers of Europe have been under the unfortunate de. 
lufion, that France, in her diflra&ted ftate, could not be formidable, 
bot the certainly is fo, beyond the example of former times. Her 
power is founded on circumftances, which we, in the fame cafe, fhould 


deplore 
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deplore as publick calamities. The deftruétion of commerce, the 
annihilation of manufaétures, and the fufpenfion of every branch of 
domettick induftry, excepting what are neceflary for the production 
of the firft neceffaries of lite, and the effential requifites for war. 
Thefe are the fources, Sir, which fupply the effedtive ftrength, and 
all the collateral aids of that powerful military mafs, which threatens 
deftruétion to all the regular governments of Europe; but this milt- 
tary mafs, Sir, the production of publick misfortune, the defperate, 
but powerful effort of internal diftraction, muft be oppofed and refilted 
by a principle of action, equally prompt and effective, or the forum of 
modern Rome, will dictate the terms of exiftence to mankind in every 
uarter of Europe. The French nation, Sir, are excited either by 
he frenzy of popular ambition, or a fpirit of rapacity, natural toa 
country fo lately enriched by the gifts of fortune, but now im- 
verithed by the ravages of internal diftraétion. In either eafe, the 

motive of action is powerful, and France mutft be repretled by ftron 
and timely exertion, or the liberties of Britain and of Europe will be 
fubjeét to the tyrannical rule of a wild democracy. The general 
with, Sir, is for peace, but the finews of war mutt be invigorated, be- 
fore we can expect a fafe and reafonable peace. A propofition for 
ce fhould be preceded by fome fignal advantage ; repeated mif- 
fortunes preclude all hope of reafonable accommodation. In fuch 
fituations, nations do not negociate, but deg a peace. An earneft 
and unanimous declaration from the country, to fupport the Govern- 
ment in the profecution of the war, would have more effect to difpofe 
the enemy to a reafonable pacification, than the total defeat of their 
principal armies. If this pofition be true, is it poffible that men of 
roperty and refleétion, or that the numerous clafles of induftry, who 
m their refpective arts and capitals in trade and manufaéture have (to 
them) an important ftake in the events of the war, (for they all have 
comfort and competency) : is it poflible, I fay, Sir, that they fhould 
for a moment hefitate to make the moft decided declarations that they 
will fupport the Government with their lives and fortunes, in the 
profecution of the war; for they may reft affured that this is the mof 
effectual, and the only means to obtain a fpeedy, fafe, and reafonable 

eace? 

P « But, Sir, if fome general and vigorous meafure of this fort be 
not fpeedily purfued, what will be our fituation? I clearly forefee 
that after making our lait weak and infufficient effort, for weak it 
muft be (becauie if manly and powerful, fuch as this country has been 
and is flill capable of, the cafe could never happen), we fhall be re- 
duced to the dreadful neceflity of entreating peace at the bar of the 
French Convention by a National ambaffador, and that ambaffador per- 
haps a Rayal one, carrying with him, and leaving at the bar of that 
Convention, all the character, all the dignity, and all the fortune of 
this Ifland. Examples of this, Sir, we find in the Hiftory of that 
Nation, whom they refpect as a proper model for their own. I am 
fure, my countrymen cannot think on fuch an event, without feeling 
the ftrongeft incitement to indignation, without inftantly refolving to 
make every exertion to avert a itate of fuch difafter and difgrace. To 
fuppofe them indifferent, is to fuppofe, that they no longer poffefs 
that 
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that {pirited and manly character which diftinguifhed their anceftors, 

and made them triumph over France in every itate of fociety. 

It is {carcely neceflary to add that the Addrefs was carried. The 
debate does honour to the fill of the fpeakers, and is probably 
publithed in order to ftimulate other addrefles in behalf of war. Quis 
Deus tam feva incendia Teucris avertit ? Tay. 

AGRICULTURE. ; 

Art. 33. Plain and ufeful Inftructions to Farmers; oF an improved 
Method of Management of Arable Land; with fome Hints upon 
Drainage, Fences, and the Jmprovement of Turnpike and Crofs 
Roads, By Jofeph Hodfkinfon. $vo. 1s. Rivingtons. 1794. 
Mr. Hodikinfon’s body of hufbandry has at leait one recommenda-~ 

tion, which many books on the fame fubje&t have not : it is cheap. 

Rather unfortunately, however, for Ais /ifrem, as he is pleafed to 

flyle it, it has been fo long known and practifed, that it is almoft 

worn out of ufe: —a great part of the lands of the kingdom being al- 
ready tired (as it is phrafed) of the rotation of turnips, barley, clover, 
wheat: fo that our author may be faid to be (in the country way of 
fpeaking,) a day after the fair: neither are his Aints very eligible. 

The pamphlet is, indeed, in every refpect, literally and figuratively, 

a petty performance. Neverthelefs, we recommend it to gentlemen 

of landed eftates, as a little thing which is no way improper to be dif- 

tributed * among the middle and lower claffes of tenants: it may /¢ 


them a-toinking. Mars.AL , 


PHILOSOPHY amd MATHEMATICS, 


Art. 34. The Conftru@ion and Uje of a Thermometer, for fhewing the 
Extremes of Temperature in the Atmofphere, during the Obferver’s 
Abfence. Together with Experiments on the Variations of Local 
Heat; and other Meteorological Obfervations. By James Six, 
Efg. F.R.S. Royal 8vo. pp. 86. 4s. Boards. Wilkie. 1794. 
The principal part of this pofthumous publication is contained in 

three papers which were printed in the 72d, 74th, and 78th volumes 

of the Philofophical Tranfactions; and pretty full accounts of them 
will be found in our Review, vol. Ixviil. p. 335, vol. Ixxii. p. 25¢, 
and vol. }xxix. p. 3233 fo that little more concerning them needs be 
faid in this place. The moit material addition is an appendix; in 
which, full and very explicit directions are given for making thefe 
thermometers; and to which we mult refer our readers, as no ade- 
quate idea can be given of it without the figures which accompany it 


in the volume. Wa 


Art. 35. The Arithmetical aud Mathematical Repofitory, being a new 
improved Syftem of Praétical Arithmetic, in all its Branches; de- 
figned for the Ufe of Schools, Academies, and Counting-houfes, 
and alfo for the Benefit of private Perfons who have not the Afif- 
ance ofa Teacher. By John Kadon, Author of the Arithmetician’s 
Guide, and Teacher of the Mathematics in the Free Writing and 


Grammar Schools, Sheffield. Vol.I. Svo. pp-392z. 6s. Boards. 
Robinfons. 1794. 
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This work is to be comprifed in four volumes. The one before us 
is divided into three books: the firft of which treats of the arithmetie 
of whole numbers, with its application to mercantile bufinefs. The 
feeond contains the principles of vulgar and decimal fractions, the ex. 
planation and ufe of logarithms, the extraction of roots, and their 
application to a variety of fubjeéts. ‘The third contains rules for cal- 
culating the flrength of timber; the defcription and ufe of the fliding. 
rule; practical gcometry ; menfuration of fuperfices and folids by the 

en and fliding-rule; rules for meafuring tlanding timber, and all 
Kinds of artificer’s work; the abfolute, relative, and fpecific weight 
of bodies, copioufly exemplified. Alfo, a variety of queitions on fubjects 
ufeful, inftructing, and entertaining. 

The author remarks that the ule of arithmetic is fo univerfal, that 
it is no wonder that fo many efforts are made to further its improve- 
ment; and he begs leave to offer himfelf a candidate for a fhare of 
the praife due to {uch endeavours; having, he humbly hopes, made 
confiderable improvements, both in matter and arrangement, on the 
many ufeful treatifes already extant. He obferves farther, that Every 
raven thinks her own brood fair; and therefore, perhaps, all teachers 
may be partial to their own methods: how far this may be applicable 
to him, he is willing to leave to the judgment of an impartial public, 
We are inclined to think that the innuendo may be applicable to him, 
in fome degree: but we wifh him to remember that merit is feldom 
unaccompanied by modeity. Wa 


DOCTRINE of TITHES. 


Art.36. Tithes politically, judicially, and jujfily confidered. Addreffed 
to the Clergy of the Univerfity of Cambridge; with Strictures 
upon the Farnham Hop-bill; in which the Neceffity of a general 
Commutation of Tithes is demonitrated, Modes of Commutation 
are propofed, and the proper Meafures pointed out for obtaining 
fuch as may meet the Public Will. By a Pluraliit. 8vo. pp. 185. 
4s. Boards, Marfom, &c. 1794. 

This zealous advocate for the claims of the church thus explains his 
motive for addrefiing the public on the fubject of tithes, in his dedi- 
cation to the Univerfity of Cambridge: he begs them to ‘ accept the 
teftimony of an urbiasid individual ; of one who has Jong fought the 
hard fights of equity, has combated in the cruel conteils of Jaw, and 
{peaks from /ore experience.’ 

On the national utility of the clergy, as an important part of the 
conititution, our pluraliit has much to fay; and many of his argu- 
ments are no doubt irrefragabie. On the {mallnefs of their incomes, 
and the cruelty of taxing their little revenues, he warmly expatiates. 
‘ Taxing the clergy for their tithes,’ he fays, ‘is an attempt to difho- 
nour the Deity.’—On this reprefentation of the matter, fomething 
may poflibly be urged by thoie who do not fee it in exaétly the fame 


light : —but qe are not, at prefent, inclined to interpofe, in a conteft 


of {fo much delicacy. 

The fubject of tithes is undoubtedly of the firft importance in the 
gw ceconomy of this country; and the public are fortunate m 
saving it brought forward with fo much promptitude, by a clergymar 
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of the Eftablithed Church; who advifes his brethren, at large, to ac- 
company the gentlemen of the fouth-weflern counties, in their medi- 
tated petition to parliament, for an equitable commutation of tthes 5 


vho himfelf offers propofals for that purpofe. 
a plan of couinaanlin is divided into two parts; though in effect 
it is three-fold : . 

1. To draw the church revenue, under propofed regulations, from 

the fame fources which fupport it at ‘o/ 
. To levy it on property in general. 

- Daverstaiad : oped to ifelf the property of the church, and 
to pay adequate ftipends out of the national revenue. 

The fecond and third propofals amount nearly to one and the fame 
thing, viz. Laying the burthen equally on thofe for whofe benefit it 
is underftood to be impofed :—a liberal, ample, and firm bafis.—His 
fecond plan he includes in the clofe of his firft; and he obferves, 
P. 174° 

« Thus far has this work proceeded upon the principle of drawing 
the church-revenue from the fame fources which fupport it at prefent. 
It is contended by many, and indeed upon the ground of right, that 
an univerfal reform ought to take place; not only a reform in the 
manner of paying tithes, but alfo a change in the perfons by whom 
they fhall be paid ; that no inhabitant of our country can juftly refufe 
to contribute to the maintenance of the national church, becaufe it is an 
eftablihment, not indeed fo much for an ecclefiaftical, as a civil pur- 
pofes an eftablifhment, like all other public appointments,—for the 
gencral fervice of the ftate. Do not the trader and the ftock-holder, 
it is afked, owe as much to the bounty of heaven and the protection of 
the ftate, and are they not full as able to contribute to the exigencies 
of the one, and to evince their gratitude to the other, as the poor and 
laborious farmer? 

* The more equal the contribution is levied, the lefs it will be felt. 
A national church mutt be fupported by fome means: now, as it is ef 
tablifhed for the benefit of all, all ought to contribute to its fupport. 
What it is the duty of all to perform, it is both abfurd and impolitic to 
compel a part to accomplifh. And where is the expediency,—to fay 
nothing of the jultice,—of extorting the church-revenue from the 
diurnal toil of ruttick indultry, while the wealthy. ftock-holder (com- 
peearely an ufelefs member of fociety} beftows nothing from his abun- 

ance § 

‘ The peculiar partiality of this tax has of late been clearly perceived 
by the people. The fame objection certainly lies againft the poor-rates, 
and land-tax; of which in general the merchants and manufacturers 
are the firit caufe, giving birth to a burden, which they leave ozhers 
to fupport. But it is to be obferved that thefe levies do, at leaft no- 
minally, extend to the ftocks of trade; although, for want of a f{pe- 
ania: mode of computing the value of fuch property, it is not made 

atributory. And fuch is the confequent weight of thefe taxes, that, 
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% To this part of the fcheme, it is eafy to forefee, many objec- 
tions will be made; and thofe of na inconfiderable weight, 
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unlefs fomething be done to mitigate it, the moft dire effects are cers 
tainly foon to be apprehended. 7 


« Seconp PRoOposAL. 

¢ From the prefent produce and difpofal of the church-revenue, it 
is moft earneftly to be defired by the parochial clergy, that government 
would take to itfelf the whole, as has lately been done in a neighbouring 
kingdom, and appoint from the exchequer fuch ftipends to the feveral 
orders, as in their wifdém might feem right. Thus annulling the 
tithe-claim in toto, would be no other than ftriét juftice to the people; 
fince, from the firft principle of tithing, as well as of right reafon, all 
kinds of property and perfons were to pay tithes, though many of them 
have found ways and means to evade it. Let the clergy then be paid 
as the law-officers are ; and thus would the burden be generally and 
fairly laid.’ 

In clofing our brief fketch of the defign of this elaborate and ani- 
mated traét, we muft obferve to our readers that the work abounds 
with remarks and arguments, which cannot fail of attracting the at. 
tention of thofe (and their name is Legion,) who are more particularly 
interefted in the fubject ; and efpecially the promoters of the Farnham 
Hop-bill: to which the author is extremely averfe, as tending to 
« expofe the clergy to new fources of oppreflion.’ ; 

There is an appearance of petulance and acrimony in our author’s 
ftyle, efpecially when he is attacking his hated adverfaries, the lawyers: 
but it is no part of our bufinefs to interfere in perfonal animofities. 


POLITICAL. Mars. Kop 


Art. 37. Political Effays relative to the Affairs of Ireland in 1791, 
1792, and 1793, with Remarks on the prefent State of that Country. 
By Theobald M‘Kenna, Efg. 8vo. pp. 226. 5s. Boards. 
Debrett. 179 
After an attentive perufal of thefe fheets, Mr. M*Kenna appears to 

us in the light of an advocate who, looking only to the intereft of his 

client, thinks thofe the beft arguments which are moft likely to render 
his caufe fuccefsful, and therefore adopts them, while he ftudioufly 
rejets others which, though ftronger in their nature, and founded on 
much broader and even inconteftible principles, he does not venture 
to employ; becaufe, from certain circumitances, they might defeat 
inftead of promoting his objeét.- Had not this been the cafe, Mr. 

M‘Kenna would not have defcended fo low as to reft the claim of 

millions of men to emancipation, on the miferable grounds of policy 

and expedience; he would have claimed as a con/titutional right what he 
confented to afk as a oon; he would have proved it to be an aé of 

Juptice, not of faveur; a homage due to the conftitution, not a gra- 

tuity flowing only from bounty or liberality. He would have under- 

taken to fhew fomething more than mere error, in a judgment of at- 
tainder paffed not only again{t a great majority of a whole nation, but 
againft their pofterity ; an attainder fo much more cruel in its confe- 

quences than that which follows the conviction of an individual on 4 

charge of high treafon, as that the iflue of the latter, though deprived 

of the inheritance of their anceftors, may acquire property, tranfmit 
it as an inheritance to their pofterity, and, in common with the — 
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- fo ilaw-fubieéts, enjoy all civil rights and advantages, except 
Hs : ae r einpre sth heskiail cen their attainted predeceffor ; 
hile rd defcendants of the Catholics of the laft century were not only 
deprived of thofe conflitutional rights which their anceftors once pof- 
fefled, but without a crime on their part were rendered incapable of 
recovering them. He would have appealed to juftice, to Magna 
Charta, to reafon, and to the civil if not the natural rights of man. 
He would have challenged the title by which a handfal of men ven- 
tured to disfranchife feven-tenths of a whole nation, and fubject 
them to difqualifying laws, to the enacting of which they were in no 
fenfe parties ; and to the payment of taxes in the impofing of which 
the millions thus disfranchifed could not be faid to be even virtually 
confenting, becaufe they were exprefsly excluded from the right of 
fending reprefentatives to parliament, or fitting there themfelves. 
From the fample which the Effayift has given us of his talents, we 
are convinced that he could have purfued this line of argument with 
ability, if he had not been perfuaded that he could better ferve the 
caufe of his friends by proving that the fyftem, by which the Catholics 
of Ireland were crufhed, was impolitic, and injurious as well to the 
oppreffors as tothe oppreffed. We believe that, in taking the courfe 
which he has followed, he aéted judicioufly : but, at the fame time, 
we muft lament that prejudice fhould have been fo rooted in the minds 
of the prevailing party in Ireland, that they could not bear to be told 
that their fyftem was at war with juftice; that they enjoyed no con- 
ftitutional advantages to which their disfranchifed fellow-fubjeéts had 
not, in the eye of reafon and fociety, as unqueitionable a right as them- 
felves; and that they could not perfevere in keeping their Catholic 
brethren out of the pale of the conftitution; without trampling on the 
facred principles on which it was raifed, and on which alone it can 
itand. There can be no pudlic mind in acountry, in which the rulers 
may tell the people that a removal of a fufpenfion of the conititution 
is a favour, which may be granted or withholden at the pleafure of 
thofe who can remove it, In England; a minifter is obliged to af- 
fign good reafons in fupport of a propofition for fufpending any con- 
ftitutional right of the fubje¢t for a time : but he needs not affign any 
reafon at all for taking off the fufpenfion, becaufe it is a matter of 
courle, and of right, that the people fhould not be deprived of any 
one of their rights for a fingle moment after the neceflity for fufpend- 
ing them has ceafed. There is this great difference, however, be- 
tween the governments of England and of Ireland,—that the former is 
adminiftered under the eye and for the benefit of a great people, whefe 
rights no miniiter dares to difpute ; while the latter has been con- 
ducted almott exclufively for the benefit of thefe who carried it on; 
Wiio depended not on the people, and therefore difregarded them. 
Under fuch a fyftem, public opinion could have no weight; nay it was 
fcarcely poffible that any fuch thing as a public opinion could exit. 
We trult, however, that fuch a fyftem will no longer prevail in Ire- 
land. We are informed that ithas ftill fone bigoted adherents there : 
but we hope that the day is paffed in which the voice of the few was 
every thing, and that of the many nothing ; and confequently that 
the government of that country wall attend as little in furwre to the 
Aev. Jan. 1795. li felfith 
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felfith counfels of thefe monopolifts, as it did formerly to the fupplis 
cation of millions to be admitted to the benefits of the conftitution. 
We muft compliment Mr. M‘Kenna much on the temper and mo. 
deration which diftinguifh his effays, and which it is not very eafy for 
an oppreffed man to preferve when he 1s arguing with his opprefior, 
His arguments, drawn chiefly from policy and experience, are for- 
cible, and well calculated to remove the fears, to foften the afperity, 
to undermine the prejudices, and to conciliate the good-will of his 
opponents. His ftyle, indeed, is not elegant, nor his di¢tion always 
¢rammatical : but it would feem as if he aimed only at being per. 
fuafive: had he not ftudied eafe more than elegance, and attended 
more to things than to words, to fubitance than to ornament, no doubt 
his language might have been as remarkable for correétnefs. and 
beauty, as itis for energy and found fenfe ; for it is evident, in other 
refpects, that his education has been claflical, and his reading exten. 
five.—His defign to ‘ explain the condition of the Inth Roman Catho. 
lics, and to apply in their favour the principles of civil liberty,’ cer- 
tainly merits the grateful acknowlegements of every liberal reader, who 


confcientioufly ranks under that denomination. § 


Art. 38. The Neceffity of continuing the War, and the Dangers of an 
immediate Peace. ‘ranflated from the French of Le Comte de 
Montgaillard. 8vo. zs. Crofby. 1794. 

This new work fets the author’s principles in a fairer point of view 
than any of bis former publications. In his other productions, he ine 
ferted ftatements of what he called fac?s, but which, till he communi. 
cated them, were unknown at leaft to all thofe who were not refident 
in France. On thofe facts he grounded his advice to the confederated 
powers ; who were the lefs blameable for not adopting it, as it was 
given by a man who addreffed them under circumftances that rendered 
him an object of miftruft. Now, all that he urges is founded on ar- 
gument, which every reafoning man can underftand, and which cannot 
be influenced by the name or character of the individual who ufes it. 

The author labours to prove that preient peace with France would 
be attended with ruin to all Europe. The Convention, he fays, wihhes 
for peace, only for the purpofe of giving it to France, and takingit 
trom the reit of the world, its emiffaries waiting only for an ambafla 
dor to {pread themfelves over the globe: its affignats wil! pour likes 
deluge on every furrounding nation, and the confequence will be tha 
the /pecie of every ftate will center in France: for he obferves that, i 
a treaty of peace, the Convention will no doubt infift on inferting a 
article for binding the parties to allow the currency of this paper 
money in their refpective dominions. He next confiders what fecurity 
the allies can have for the obfervance of this treaty, and declares thi 
he is unable to find any. For what he fays on this head we refer 
the pamphlet; fee p. 37 to 40: but the matter is rather prophet 
than argumentative. ‘lhe Count contends that the eftablifhment of! 
republic in France, under the circumftances which have accompaniél 
its birth, muft neceffarily prove the downfall of every exifling gover 
ment in Europe. ‘The weapon, which the French republicans are 10 
preparing for the attack of every government not founded on “tf 
rights of man,”’ is the fytem of clucation that they are adopting fot 
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the rifing generation; a generation which, he fays, has already feen 
jts 12th ycar, reckoning, we prefume, from about the period of the 
clofe of the American war, when the people of France began to con- 
fider attentively their political fituation, and to examine the principtes 
onwhich the ruling authority of a ftate ought to be founded. On this 
fubject of the education of youth, which 1s a powerful engine in the 
hands of a ruler, our author makes many judicious remarks ; as the 
reader will perceive from the following extract : 

« Education, which is fo eflential a portion of governments, and 
which ought perpetually to continue interwoven with their principles, 
education has been dexteroufly feized upon by the Convention, and 
they have neglected no means whatever, for the purpofe of rendering 
it formidable to Europe. So thoroughly does their vigilant attention, 
in this particular point, draw after it all the effects of tyranny, that 
even the parent who is the moft attached to monarchy, becomes forced 
to fill the mind of his fon with republican principles. ‘To little pur- 

fe could monarchy take refuge amidit her interior eftablifhments, 
becaufe the love which infancy there clandeftinely imbibes for royalty 
is immediately deftroyed, by impreflions from without. Kings are 
defcribed to youth as the enemies of their country; and it is at the 
fect of the ftatues of Brutus and of Mutius Scavola, that they compel 
them to fwear, that they will make the example of thefe Romans the 
object of their imitation. 

‘ The generation which is to invade and to deftroy Europe has now 
reached the twelfth year of its age; it was born in the very midft of 
a revolution; it has feen all the epocha of this revolution; it has in- 
haled all its principles, and it has fucked in every poifon by which 
it was infected. Daily does the hatred which this generation has con- 
ceived again{t kings increafe ; daily does its love for a republic experi- 
ence an augmentation; it has not caft its eyes upon the monarchy, 
for, the monarchy had expired when this generation firit ftarted 
into birth; it has only juft glanced at it for the purpofe of infulting 
it, being, as yet, too feeble to give it battle. Too miferable lot of 
infancy ! this age is intirely within the power of its firit guides; and 
it is not alone its imbecility, but even its innocence, which delivers 
it up either to error or to criminality! Infancy will never learn in 
France, that the government of a fingle perfon is that which pro- 
Senate the mot summa portion of welfare and of peace ; 
~ ean rawn ae ron its early breath ; it will have grown 
world aod it : for ‘Sea ale lowed a triumph ; then, it muit have the 

— i" Ms Or, its inclinations ar to reduce it to fubjection. 
note is the treaty of peace which can conftrain this rifing ge- 
- tion to renounce fo horrible a conqueit? We mutt vanguifh it, 
"hcg. - muft ae it happy, in order that we 
neceflity of wee P ating it wit . apprehenfions. Should the 
one aol ae — get an advantage be left to the Con- 
the French fo Sor al table, ft “* oe map abe alter having rendered 
> eager midable, _ having given to them all the plagues 
offlarc onvention fhould cccafion them to tafte the charms 

bed & then, will it be forced to relinguith it to the f{poils of the 
world; for, we maf, with the people, be durin - 

. , g a longtime pro- 
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fperous, unlefs we defire to be foon culpable. ‘To the people, virtue 
is in fortune, fidelity in fuccefs; nor are they brought to reafon bu 
by fupplying them with abundance. : 
« The government of France, therefore, would be obliged to con- 
quer, both for its own particular fecurity, and even in confequence of 
the nature of thofe principles of liberty which its people may have im. 
bibed; and, in proportion to the diminifhing degree in which they 
may enjoy this freedom, will they endeavour to difturb the freedom 
of their neighbours. This will not prove repofe, but anarchy ; ‘this 
will not be equality, but defpotifm, which will force them to embrace; 
and, more zealoufly affected to the dethronement of kings, than to 
the creation of republics, they would, in all quarters, favour licentiouf- 
nefs, and, in all quarters, protect fedition. Europe would have no 
governments ; for, fhe is too corrupted to preferve republics. Thefe 
are formed by virtues and by poverty ; and riches and corruption ac. 


‘complifh their deftruction. Rome drove away the Targuins, and 
‘ Rome refumed her freedom ; the capital of the world beheld its mafter 


aflaflinated, and fixteen emperors murdered ; yet, it remained enflaved, 
becaufe liberty and corruption never met together.’ 

From this it is evident that the Count thinks that the evils, which 
threaten Europe, can only be averted by a profecution of the war: bat 
he goes farther ; for he fays that the whole nature and fyftem of the § 
war mult be changed, if we would not convert into an aggravation of 


"our misfortunes the means which we employ to end them. His planis 


for committing to French armies the tafk of pulling down the Conven- 


tion: it isnot, he obferves, by a few {cattered battalions of emigrants 


in the pay of different ftates that this great work can be accom. 
plithed, but by ereéting the royal ftandard of France, placing it is 
the hands of a prince of the blood *; who fhould -be authorized to in- 
vite all Frenchmen, who are tired of tyranuy and anarchy, to rally to} 
it, in full confidence that it is not for the aggrandizement of other 
powers, but for the falvation of their country, that they are called 10 
march under it. An explicit declaration on the part of all the allies 
that they renounce a!! idea of enriching themfelves with the fpoils of 
France, he is convinced, would foon thin the ranks of the republican 
armies, and {well thoie of the princes. The pride of Frenchme, 
whether republicans or not, will not allow them, he fays, to ftoop 0 
any foreign power, nor to fuffer their country to be difmembered : but 
this pride could not be hurt when, even in cafe of defeat, their con 
querors fhould be their countrymen, and France not be in dangerd 
being parcelled out between foreigners :— for the indivifibility of Frantt 





* It may be atked, will the chara4ers, public and private, of th 
Princes of the Blood contribute, as may be withed, to the fupport off 
great and hazardous an enterprize? Ought we not to be shoroughi 
Satisfied with refpe& to this circumitance? We afk merely for infor 
mation, and are forry to find the Count fo referved in regard to the! 
exemplary virtues, We donot «ui to believe every report that me 
have been in circulation, on this head, in the public prints, on eithe! 
wow of the water; for fuch, it is well known, feldom deler™ 
eredit. 
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he is as ftrong an advocate as the moft determined fupporter of the 
Convention. This love for his country we are far ring iy pe asa 
fault to our author ; on the contrary, as we think the love ws! country 
a virtue in onrfelves, we muft admit it to be one in him; an a ap- 
laud him the more for calling it forth into aétion on this occa one as 
his declarations on this head cannot be pleafing to thofe whom he wi : es 
to perfuade to profecute the war, and may therefore ferve to prove ; ~ 
he is fincere in the caufe which he has embraced. We concur we 
him entirely that, if we are to go on with the contett, we can do it bot 
with greater effect and at infinitely lefs expence by arming F renchmen 
who have eftates and a country to recover, than by fubfidizing courts 
that take our money, and leave unperformed the conditions on which 
j nced. | 
‘“ NB. This article has been reviewed from the 7) ranflation. The 
original, publifhed by Harlow, appeared under the title of Neceffité de 


la Guerre F Dangers dela Paix. 2s. ph....-n. 


Art. 39. 4 Letter addreffed to his Majefty’s Attorney General and Soli 
citor General, in which the Doétrines lately maintained in Parlia- 
ment, on the Subject of voluntary Subfcriptions, are confidered. 
Svo. pp. 116. 2s. Debrett. 1794. — 

The object of this ‘well-written and {pirited pamphlet is to prove 
that the meafures, recently purfued for raifing f{ub{criptions, are ille- 
gal and unconttitutional ; and confequently, in the language of oir 
Edward Coke, ‘ grievances found out and proved, which ought to 
be put down and overthrown by authority of parliament.’’ In at- 
tempting to make good this conclufion, the author difplays much 
Jegal knowlege and ingenuity: but we pretend not to vouch for 
the conclufivenefs of his arguments ; and to enable the reader to ap- 
preciate their ftrength would require a larger citation from the pam- 
phlet than our limits will allow. We mutt refer, therefore, to the 
work itfelf thofe of our readers who continue to think that, even in 
the prefent important crifis, no queftions are of greater moment than 


thofe which relate to the prefervation of our conftitution and our laws, Gil...s 


Art.40. A Plan for the general Prevention of Poverty; in a Letter 
to George Rofe, Efq. dated June 28, 1793. By Richard Pew, 
Folio leaf. 2d. Crowder. 
We have the fame fort of apology to make for omitting to notice 

this letter fooner, as the minifter has made for wholly negleéting it: 

namely, our being «‘ engaged by a great variety of the mott important 
occurrences.’? Indeed, we have already given Mr. Pew’s admirable 
plan our fulleft approbation; (fee M.R. N.S. vol. x. p, 423.) and 
what can ee do more? all that we can fay farther, on this fubject, 


‘is that we recommend the perufal of Mr. Pew’s letter to every one 


who pays toward the enormous tax, at prefent levied, for the fupport 
and maintenance of the poor;—which tax, in all probability, Mr. 


P.’s plan would effentially leffen, or wholly fuperfede. Mars ui 


Art. 41. The Grounds of Aldermen Wilkes’s and Boydell’s propofed Pr. 


titions for Peace, examined and refuted. By John Reeves, E{g. 
8v0o. 4s. Downes, 1795- 
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We took up this pamphlet in expectation, from its title, of being 
entertained with a plentifa! torrent of abufe on the charaéters and con~ 
duct of Meffrs. Wilkes and Boydell: but we were miitaken. The 
performance is /rozical; and the name of Mr. R. is artfully borrowed, 
with the view, no doubt, of taking in thofe readers who are not par- 
tial to the produétions of our oppofition-writers.—-The arguments are 
all againf? the war :—of the gaod confequences of which the writer has 
made out a lift—numerous and formidable, indeed ! 


Art. 42. The Origin, Progrefs, and Expediency of continuing the pre- 
Jent War with France impartially confidered. By Mr. Gillum. 8vo, 
28 Miller, &c. 1795. 

Mr. Gillum’s performance is more declamatory than argumentae 
tive, more loyal than profound, more paffionate than conclufive. 


AFRICAN SETTLEMENTS. 


Art. 43. wo Voyages to Sierra Leone, during the Years 17915 1792s 
1793. Ina Series of Letters, by Anna Maria Falconbridge. To 
which is added, a Letter from the Author to Henry Thornton, Efg. 
M. P. and Chairman of the Court of Direétors of the Sierra Leone 
Company. 2d Edition. r2mo. pp. 487. 4s. fewed. Long- 
man. 1794: 

The writer of this amufing volume has recounted, in plain and art. 
Jefs language, the various occurrences of her voyages to the coaft of 
Africa; fhe has drawn her narrative from obfervation of the manners 
and cuftoms of the people whom fhe vilited ; and fhe has given a fhort 
hiftory of the peninfula of Sierra Leone, and of the tranfactions. and 
progrefs of the colony there founded for the purpofe of abolifhing the 
flave-trade. 

If the Jetters deferve that credit which their internal evidence feems 
to demand, there appears to be little probability that fuccefs will finall 
accompany the philanthropic endeavours of thofe who firft planned rc: 
formed this fettlement on the African coaft. The authorefs refers 
the public, in vindication of herfelf for having brought forwards many 
unpleajant faés, to the Court of Directors of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, ‘whom fhe challenges to contradict ‘ one tittle’ of what fhe hag 
advanced. 

The traé& of country called Sierra Leone was firft difcovered by the 
Portuguefe ; it is a peninfula in one part of the year, but an ifjand dur- 
ing the rainy feafon. 

Of the inhabitants, Mrs. F. obferves, the women are not fo well 
fhaped as the men; which may be owing to the nature of their em- 
ployments, they being not only obliged to till the ground but to doall 
kinds of laborious work ; and they. are kept at a great diftance by the 
men, who feldom fuffer a woman either to fit down or to eat with them. 
Great refpect is fhewn to the aged by all ranks of people. Polygamy 
is confidered as honourable and as the fource of confequence. ‘The in- 
habitants know little of religion, though they believe the exiftence of 
a God: but, confidering him as too good to do them an injury, 
they pay homage only to the devil, from an opinion that he is the 
fole Being whom they have to fear. They are univerfally neat and 
clean ; 
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nor do their capacities feem lefs fufceptible of cultivation cul 
han thofe of any other part of the human race. 

interfperfed with various particulars relative to Mrs. 
Falconbridge’s perfonal concerns, and concludes with complaints of 
ungenerous treatment * on the part of the Directors of the Sierra 
Leone Company: but thefe are matters not cognizable in our 


clean; 
jmprovement th 
The volume 1s 


Court. Gell.....a- 


Art.44. An authentic Account of the late Expedition to Bulam, on the 
Coa/t of Africa; with a Defcription of the prefent Settlement of 
Sierra Leone and the adjacent Country. By J. Montefiore. 8vo. 
pp. 52. 2s. Johnfon. 1794- 

The melancholy commencement of this fettlement is already known 
to the public; and in the pamphlet now before us, Mr. Montefiore 
brings forwards the various unfortunate circumftances, which confpired 
to dilappoint the highly raifed expectations of thofe who unhappily left 
this country for the inhofpitable coaft of Africa. 

A fociety was formed, during the year 1791, for the purpofe of 
eftablifhing a fettlement on fome eligible {pot on or near the coaft of 
Africa. ‘Tempted by the flattering information which they had re- 
ceived, they fixed on the ifland of Bulam, fituated in the Rio Grande, 
lat. 11° N, and long. 15° W. for this purpofe. The fubfcribers were 
to receive a grant of 500 acres of land for the fum of 30]. and in that 
proportion for any greater or lefs number of acres as far as 2000. 
The ifland is about 18 leagues in length, and from 4 to § broad.— 
In the {pace of a month after opening the fubfcription, gcool. were 
paid into the hands of the truftees ; for which, according to the terms 
pablithed, they were to grant to the fubfcribers one hundred and fifty 
thoufand acres of landina country of which they had not obtained one 
inch of territory. 

After having encountered various difficulties, the adventurers ar- 
rived at the beautiful illand of Bulam; of which shey immediately took 

poheffion by hoifting the Britifh flag. 

The natives, not underftanding this mode by which their property 
was conveyed to ftrangers, made an unexpetted attack on the new- 
comers, in which fome lives were loft, and obliged the Europeans 
to relinquifh what they had obtained. Thus Compelled to abandon 
Bulam, they fought for refuge in a fettlement belonging to the Por- 
tuguefe, where moft of the unfortunate adventurers became vi¢tims to 
the climate of the country. 

Mr. Montefiore, defpairing of the colonization of Bulam, embarked 
for Sierra Leone, where we find him in Nov. 1792. This place 
contrafted with the hardfhips which he had experienced at Bulam, we 
wohder not at his defcribing in favourable terms.—In many parts, he 
coincides with the account given of this fettlement in the preceding 
article: but he materially differs from it by characterizing the prefent 
governor, Mr. Dawes, as * a man in every refpeét calculated for his 


—— 





—— 


* This lady went to Africa in company with her hufband, a fur- 
geon, who died at Sierra Leone. He was, we fuppofe, the author 
of a tract on the cruelties of the flave-trade ; of which an account 
Was Siven in our 78th vol, p. 342. 
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fituation, and of great abilities,” and as acting ‘ in the moft upright 
manner for the benefit and intereft of the company.’ 


Art. 45. A geographical and hiftorical Account of the Iftand of Bulam, 
with Obfervations on its Climate, Produttions, &c.; and an Ac- 
count of the Formation and Progrefs of the Bulam Affociation, and 
of the Colony itfelf: with authentic Documents, and a defcriptive 
Map of the Ifland, and adjoining Continent. By Andrew Johanfen, 
8vo. is 6d. Martin and Bain. 1794. 

This account appears to have been compiled from the records of 
the Bulam Society, particularly from the correfpondence of Philip 
Beaver, Efq. now firit lieutenent of the Stately man of war,—who 
had refided at Bulam as chief in command. 

Among other materials here communicated to the public, is a letter 
from Mr. Beaver, dated at Bulam, July 1793, (about a year after Mr, 
Montefiore left the ifland,) wherein he gives a much more advantage. 
ous account of the fituation of the colony. He feems very confident 
of the final fuccefs of the undertaking; declaring that, with fufficient 
fupport, [not military; every thing having been tairly purchafed, and 
amicably fettled with the neighbouring Africans, |—* not one-tenth part 
of what had been afforded to the Sierra Leone colony*,’—he could, long 
ago, * have added to our prefent territories, land fufficient to maintain 
500,000 people, and at very little expence.’? In conclufion, he adds, 
‘ If the good people of England knew but one half of the advantages 
to be derived from colonizing this part of Africa, on an exten/ive {cale, 
you + might command half the money in the kingdom,’—This offices 
refided at Bulam about two years. 


MEDICAL. 


Art. 46. Confderations on the Medicinal Ufe of faitious Airs, andon 
the Manner of obtaining them in large Quantities. In two Parts, 
Part 1. By Thomas Beddoes, M.D. PartIl. By James Wau, 
Efq. 8vo. 2s.6d. Johnfon, &c. 1794. 

‘There is nothing lefs to be expeéted in f{cientific purfuits, than that 
different perfons, even among the votaries of the fame fcience, fhould 
he alike affetted as to‘any new modes pointed out for its improvement 
Differences in temper, differences in education, differences in habits J 
and views, muft ever produce great diverfities in this refpe&t; and t 
feems quite fufficient for the general interefts of knowlege, that, while 
the authors of a new propofal, and their immediate connections, pur 
{ue with ardour the experimental courfe which is to decide on its me- 
rit, others loak on with candour and good wifhes, and rather incline 
to promote their plans of reafonable trial than to thraw obftacles in 
their way. In fuch a manner, we imagine, the real friends to medi- 
cal improvement will be affected towards the experiments now going 00 
jn that new branch of the art which may properly be termed pacuma- 
tic medicine. We can conceive no potlible reafon for which thofe, who 


—— 
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'* This other new colony appears to be not more than a few days 
fail from Bulam. 

t Mr. Beaver’s letter is addreffed to the Truftees of the Bulam Af 
foriation, saad | | 
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tament the inefficacy of received methods of pra¢tice in certain difeafes, 
gould be averfe from a fair trial of new agents which, ic can fcarcely 
be doubted, act a confiderable part in the ordinary itate of the animal 
economy ; and which are manifeftly capable of fafe and much varied 
application in a ftate of difeafe. For our part, therefore, we think that 
the active and perfevering efforts of the very ingenious phyfician, who 
leads the way in the pneumatic medicine of this country, are highly 
laudable ; and we are glad to fee him, from time to time, communicat- 
ing to the publje the refults of his inquiries, and endeavouring to ex- 
cite in others the fame fpirit of philofophical zeal for the good of 
mankind, by which he is himfelf, he believe, purely and ee, 

uated. 
a The prefent {mall publication contains, in its firft part, a variety of 
matter relative to the nature and application of factitious airs, with 
hints, faéts, and obfervations, tending to illuftrate a itill obfcure and 
doubtful fubjeét. In all thefe we find Dr. B. himfelf {peaking with 
great candour, and never departing from that due degree of philofo- 
phical fcepticifm which is requifite to the inveftigation of truth The 
fecond part is chiefly ocgupied by Mr. Watt’s defcription of the 
conftrustion and ufe of an apparatus for preparing and adminjitering 
factitious airs, for the underftanding of which the accompanying 
plates are neceffary. 

We fhall not make extra&ts from a performance which, of courfe, 
will be procured by all who intereft them{clves in the fubject. 


POETRY and DRAMATIC. 


Art. 47. A Tour through Parts of Wales, Sonnets, Odes, and other 
Poems. With Engravings from Drawings taken on the Spot by J. 
Smith. By W. Sotheby, Efqg. Royal gto. 1]. 11s. 6d. Boards, 
Blamire. 1794. 

Mr, Sotheby’s poems were reviewed at their fir appearance in 
1790, in the 6th vol. of our New Series, p. 143. The prefent {plendid 
edition, from the prefs of Smeeton, in St. Martin’s Lane, may juftly 
boaft the united decorations of fine paper, neat prefs-work, and ele- 
gant coloured prints. The name of the artift who has furnifhed the 
drawings is mentioned in the title ; that of the fculptor is Alken. The 
following advertifement is prefixed to the volume : 

‘ The author of the following poems thinks proper to fignify, that 
the prefent edition is publifhed for the emolument of the artiit, who 
has ftamped a value on the defcriptive parts of the Welfh Tour, by the 
embellifhments of his accurate and mafterly pencil.’ 

The following lift of the Plates will probably afford fome gratifi- 
poe to thofe who are acquainted with the fcenes which they repre- 
ent : 

I. Abergavenny Caftle. II. Caerfily Caftle, by moonlight. IIT. 
The Pont-y-prid; or the famous new Bridge, built by one Edwards, 
a mafon, JV. Melincourt Cafcade. Y. Caraig-cenning Caftle. 
VI. Dinevawr ditto. VII. Haverford-Weft ditto. VIII. Nivegal 
Sands, St. Bride’s Bay. IX, Pont Aberglaflyn. X. Snowdon, from 
Capel Caraig. XI. The Eagle’s Tower, Caernarvon Caftle. XII, 


3 Druidical 


Av. 
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Druidical Remains in Anglefey. XIII. Llangolen ; this ftands as a 
frontifpiece to the defcriptive poem bearing that title. 


The following lines may be regarded as a juft tribute to the merits 
of the humble architect of Pont-y-prid : 
< the lofty bridge 
Burfts on the fight amid the lowly glen, 
Like fome ftupendous work the pilgrim views 
O’er Balbec’s wafte, or defert foil 
Of Palmyrene. Great archite&! illum’d 
By Nature’s light, thy daring genius fcorn’d 
An imitative grace; no fculptur’d form, 
Yriton, or Nereid, or wrought river-ecd, 
With meretricious ornament diflurb 
The fimple grandeur of thy bold ‘defign. 
Impatient of its bondage, twice * the flood 
Ruth’d o’er the ruin’d bridge ; again thy hand 
The indignant torrent yok’d, and rear’d the work 
‘Triumphant, that amid the waves fhall ftand 
Secure, while Time by Genius turn’d afide, 
Shall fpare (long may he fpare !) th’ unrival’d arch.’ 


Art. 48. The Infant Vifion of Shak/peare ; an Apoftrophe to the Im- 
mortal Bard, and other Poems. By Mr. Harrifon. 4to. 15. 6d, 
Harrifon, Paternofter-row. 1794. 

Although this compliment to the genius and memory of Shakfpeare 
cannot add to the fame of the Prince of Englith poets, it will give re- 
putation to the author ; of whofe poetic turn and tafte it is a promifing 
{pecimen. There is confiderable merit alfo in fome of the {maller 
poems annexed to the Vifion which ranks as the principal perform- 
ance. 


Art. 49. wo State Papers: with a Preface, by a Whig, and a 
Commentary, by a Tory. 12mo. 6d. Owen. 1794. 

A burlefque verfion of Citizen Harrifon’s famous Letterto Mr.Grey, 
and of Barrere’s ftill more famous Report to the Convention, refpecting 
the great Vicdory obtained, on the memorable firit of June, by the 
French fleet over that of England under the command of Lord Howe. 
The verfes feem to have been intended in imitation of the celebrated 
Jetters from ‘* Simpkin the Second to his Dear Brother in Wales :” 
but Simpkin is not out-Simpkin’d in the prefent performance. ‘The 
author, like Janus, wears two faces; he is, however, really the 
Tory, while he pretends to be a —— and he is very fevere in- 
deed on the Liderty Boysewhether French or Englifh,—writers or 
fighters,—legiflators or preachers. 


Art.50. Tbe Here. A Poetical Epiftle. Refpeétfully addreffed to 
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rrom the exuberance of unappropriate praife here lavifhed on an 
-ellent individual, we might fuppofe that the author had ftudied the 
ya of panegyric ender fome French journalift, We tran{cribe page 1. 
- ‘ When Virtues great alike in War and Peace 
Outvie the mighty tales of Rome and GREECE} 
Valour that Casar might have wifh’d to own, 
And Juttice ARISTIDES knew alone ; 
When, from the fatal forfeit freed, we find, 
Propitious grant ! in one vaft foul combin’d, 
Deeds that EpaM1NONDAS’ breait had fir’d, 
Stern Caro prais’d, and dying WoLFE admir’d 3? == 
* , * 
Bye and bye comes— __ 
¢ Purfue, Great Chief! the omen, and be more 
Than ever Man, than Hero was before! 
And hark ! again, thy Brirain’s other pride, 
‘The gallant Moira claims thee at his fide ; 
At thy approach fhall Gatxia’s ruffians fly, 
And Britons aét frefhh wonders in thine eye ; 
The Crifis for a new ACHILLES Calls, 
And foon fhall Hec ror feek proud Troy’s devoted walls.’ 





, Highly favour’d by the Mufe is he who unites the characters of a 
goed poet and a good prophet ! Tay. 
, Art.51. War. APoem. 4to. pp. 54. 2s. Johnfon. 1794. 
: This poem is dedicated to Earl Stanhope, but addreffed to the Rt, 
5 Hon. Charles James Fox. It has the merit of fimplicity and truth, 
y and of pleading the caufe of peace, humanity, and liberty: but of 
P highly-wrought pathos or impreflive fublimity there is not enough to 
Tay ftamp the writer a poet. It may, however, produce a more import- 
a ant effect than that of immortalizing its author, by turning the ate 
tention of the people towards their real and permanent interetts. 

yy ‘ How little do the thoughtlefs world, 
54 Immur’d within their habitations calm, 
1e ‘T'afte of the bitternefs by war produced, 
e. Or feel the pangs, thefe f{cenes of Death create. 
od ~—Bleit with the varied gifts which bounteous flow 
ha From the high fource of all that’s great and good, 
he With lovely peaee and f{miling plenty crown’d 
he They plead for war as if it were a {port ; 
n- A very paitime to divert mankind ; 
or /| As if it were a good to be defir’d, 

With no appendages of rival ill : 
to As if it.were fulfilling heav’n’s laws : 

As though kings held the fceptre of man’s fate, 
ad And were the keepers of the book of life : 
fee As if to fill the earth with Death and Woe, 
lis Were the commands of Duty and of God. 
ra ‘ Could men thofe fcenes of mifery review, 
nd Where nought but death and fell difquiet reign, 


Could they but journey o’er the ghaitly field, 
= Where 
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Where late the fatal tragic fight was won: 
Could they the pallid fallen corfes view: 
‘The heroes, who in battle nobly fell. ; 
| Could they but liften to the dying groans, 
| The difmal labours of expiring life : 
| The mournful cries, the dolorous complaints, 
The bitter curfes which are hurried down, 
On thofe who firft feduced them from their homes, 
| And thofe whofe quarrel taught them how to fight. 
| —Could they but fee the anguifh which prevails : 
‘The frantic rage, the anxious painful grief, 
Which harrow up the foul, and yield defpair : 
‘Then would perchance tlie myrmidons of Kings 
| Compafiion feel, and feel regret, that they 
At firft the pablic mind debauch’d, with tales 
Form'd to create averfion and difguft, 
*Gainft fome more profperous and envied fate; 
And then fend forth their armies to the field: 
An immolation to offended pride !? Ty 


Art. 52. Three Pindaric Effays. Fitzwalter, the Birth of Democracy, 

and the Calamities of France. 4to. pp.22. 2s. Owen. 1794, 

It might probably be difficult for a philofophical critic to affigna 

good reafon for many of Pindar’s apparent eccentricities, and to thew 

that they tend to illuftrate his fubjeét, or are connected by effential 

affociations with his theme: it might be difficult to prove the aptnefs 

of many of his complex epithets and daring tropes, and to evince 

that they have any higher propriety in their refpedctive fituations 

than would belong to many other words of equal length and equal 

novelty: but it would be utterly impoffible to affign a rational 

motive for the fine epithets, fine phrafes, fine images, and fine per- 

foniftcations huftled together in the poetical cornucopia now before us. 

The whole is perfeétly in the fpirit of the modern Englifh ode. We 

, fhall copy a ftanza from each poem: which will conne& fully as well 
: as if we had tranfcribed without interruption. 


‘ Why Difcord trembled then thy languid wing ? 
Why faintly flew’ thou? Thro’ thy heavy way, 
Mutt’ring forth thy blafting fighs: 
Alas, thy hell-born influence droop’d—thy fubje& legion fled, 
Shrieking fhrill unheeded cries. 
And lo, thro’ night burfts fwift a dazzling rav, 
Attendant Seraphim their flow’rets bring, 
(Flow’rets that on the rainbow grow) 
And as before her fteps their wreaths they fling, 
Matilda’s form defcends to heal a Father’s woe. 


* Torn was her auburn hair, her reddy veft, 
When by infernal force in Hell compreft, 

Fair Freedom’s womb concciv’d a direful birth ; 
Yet as the forrowing fat on Satan’s throne, 

The proftrate demons bending round, 
Caught fweet repentance from her moan : 
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In her fad cries, they heard a fecret found, 
Sweet as the marm’ring of a willow’d {tream : 
They hear’é—they feiz’d their arms— 
Arms that caft a fulphur’d gleam : 
While Satan, ’midft his feftive mirth, 
Felt fore alarms : 
He thook his maffy lance and dread deltructive frown’d. 
All Hell fubmiffive bent, 
Applauding—trembling—as he fent 
His dang’rous miftrefs banifh’d to the earth. 


« Yelling, fee them quick defcend, 
Yon ivy’d tower, lo, they rend, 
And join the frighten’d fereech-owl’s woeful fcream. 
And as they fan the air with tainting wing, 
‘The {preading beech—the lofty pine— 
And knotted oaks their blaiting influence feel. 
Then perching mirthful on the wreathing vine, 
They prefs the purple fruit: _ 
And as they ftrike dire notes upon th’ Avernian lute, 
Dancing around in bacchanalian reel, 
They thake their raven plumes with lurid gleam, 
And ’mid all Nature’s tortures, hell-framed numbers fing.’ 


Pindarum quifquis fudet amulari. Toy. 
Art. 53. The Volunteer Laureate : or Fall of Peter Pindar. Contain- 
ing Odes to Lord Howe, Mr. Pitt, and the Swinith Multitude. 
By Archilochus, Jun. 4to. pp. 26. Eaton. 1794. 
Of the {pirit and powers of this would-be Archilochus, a fhort ex- 
sra&t will give an adequate idea : 
*© When mad Philofophy’s deftruGive lore 
Taught France to hate what Europe fhould adore ; 
When Batftilles fell, when priefts with nobles fled, 
And poor Capet lay fhorter by the head, 
When for democracy folks ’gan to hanker, 
(Ere Reeves had yet fet up at Crown and Anchor, 
Ere Burke had yet difplay’d the Gallic dagger, 
Ere placelefs whigs had yet begun to ftagger *, ) 
Pitt wifely faw, what no one elfe could fee, 
That war alone would make a nation free ; 
Affuage its parties, change the guilty fcene, 
Reftore an orphan, and releafe a Queen. 
Hence brilliant triumphs crown the tinking year, 
And York and Cobourg fill all France with fear— 
Our navies + ride unconquer’d at Toulon f, 
And even Dunkirk were all but ovr own, 








---+-—» 


* « All which circumftances, efpecially the timely difplay of Mr, 
Burke’s dagger, have very much tended to prelerve the internal har- 
mony of this country.’ 

t ‘ Errat. pro ride lege rode.’ 

Tt ‘ An infignificant town on the coat of the Mediterranean—lately 
evacuated by the Englifh, on account of its extreme unimportance.” 


At 
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At home John Bull exults with loud applaufe, 
Proud to be bankrupt in an Empetor’s caufe.—” Ty 


Art.54. Netley Abbey, an Operatic Farce; in Two Adts. As pets 

formed at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. Written by 

tr. Pearce, Author of Hartford Bridge, &c. 8vo. 15. Long. 
mane 

The title, « Netley Abbey,’ is derived from a part of the f{cenery, 
here exhibited, being Jaid at and near that noble piece of ruins.— 
Some Fack-tar humour is introduced with good effect ; and an Irith 
barber alfo contributes to render this farce fomething more than 
tolerable : which is all that we ufually require in compofitions of this 
clafs.—The following detail of an engagement between two frigates, 
the one Englifh, the other French, as given by Granzl an Heart. 
of oak failor, if not too plenteoufly over-charg’d, will afford 
iome entertainment to fuch of our readers as are acquainted with {ea- 
terins : 

© Gunnel. Why d’ye fee, it was blowing flrong, and wewere loping 
of it—forecaftle under, in Portland Road, when a fail hove in fight in 
the offing, ftanding right over from Cherbourge—We faw with half an 
eye fhe was an enemy’s cruizer, ftemming right for us; better fhe 
cou’dn’t come! we turn’d the hands up, and drew the fplice off the 
beft bower. 

© Oakland. Beft bower! what is all this about ? 

¢ M‘Scrape. O whack ! leave him to himfelf. 

© Gunnel. Mounfeer twige’d us; and not liking the cut of our gib, 
hove in ftays—all hands make fail! away flew the cable, end for end; 
and before you’d fay peas, we had her under double reef’d top fails, 
and top-gallant fails. 

< M‘Scrape. Well faid, little Oakhum ! 

© Gunnel. Away we {cudded ! but no fooner had we opened the Bill, 
ftanding thro’ the tail of the Race, than, by the holy, 1 thought fhe’d 
a-tip*t all nine :— pigs and live lumber were all afloat in the lee fcup- 

ers ! 

© Oakland. Pigs and live lumber ? 

« M‘Scrape. Ay, ay—get on, little one; its as fmooth as day. 

© Gunnel. Damn the inch did we ftart: but fprung our luff, gave 
her a ’Mudians reef, bowfed in the lee-guns, and found fhe’d juft as 
much canvas as fhe cou’d ftagger under—-The chace was a head with 
a clean rap full. 

‘ M‘Scrape. © bravo! well, and what then? 

* Gunnel, My eyes, how fhe walk’d! licking whole green feas in, 
at the weather chefs.tree, and canting it over the lee-yard-arm ! but 
we overhaul’d her, and ftood well up under our canvas : while Jacky 
Frenchman was crabbing to it—nigh on his beam ends; and about 
feven bells, began playing at long bowls, with his tern chafers— 
fteering damn’d wild. 

€ Oakland. Seven bells and long bowls ! 

* M‘Scrape. O nothing cou’d be better—get on, my tight fellow. 

“ Gunnel. Steering damn’d wild !—While old T'rufty, our quarter- 
mafter, as good a helm{man as ever took {poke in hand, kept feady, 

fready! 
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frady! Dam’me he cou’d a’run our gib-boom into a mufquito’s 


im, 
be’ Oakland. Hey ! what ! : 

« MScrase. Never mind the mufquito’s eye=-get on; my hearty. 

¢ Gunnel. Damn the fhot, d’ye fee, did we return till we were 
clofe on his weather quarter: then clapt the helm hard.a-weather, 
aw’d athwart his ftern, and gave her the whole dofe of round and 
grape, into his gingerbread work abaft ; while fhe kept blazing away 
to windward. 

‘ Oakland. Dam’me but the fellow’s mad! 

‘ Gunnel. At it we went as hard as we could pelt; never were guns 
better ferved ; yet three glaffes of it, did the take, before fhe ficken’d. 

« M‘Scrape. Three glaffes of what, my dear foul? Oh! whitky, 
I fuppofe. ; 

© Gunnel. Down came her fore top-maft, and her fails took aback! 
to be fure we did’nt make the moft of that! round we came on our 
heel, run atwhart her fore foot, and tickled her up with the larboard 
tier:—every fhot told. 

© Oakland. What the devil does he mean about heel and fore-foot ? 

‘ M‘Scrape. Something of a fort of a hornpipe ftep, I guefs. 

© Gunnel. That dofe was a fickner—her fire flack’d—the fill’d— 
kept large, and wou’d fain been off—we twig’d her drift—let run 
the clue garnets, ranged upon her weather-beam in piftol fhot, and 
gave her t’other broadfide, *twixt wind and water, hot as the cou’d 
{up it. 

Y Oakland. Sup what! 

« M‘Scrape. O, be eafy—tis as plain as an old hhilling. 

© Gunnel. Blow me, it made her heel again ! damn the flot did fhe 
fire after, being clofe on board,—itarboard, hard flew the helm! 
flap goes our cat-head into her gallery, with a hell of a furge! over 
went her mizen-maft! in dafhes the boarders !—clhears the deck! 
away {cud the Mounfeers, and down came the colours, with three hearty 
cheers, to the honour of Old England. Hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah!” 

The foregoing defcription not being very intelligible to old Squire 
Oakland, he deiires the Irihman, who was much delighted with it, 
to explain it: which is thus happily effected : 

‘ Why, you mutit know the fhip we fought with, was an enemy = 
better fhe cou’dn’t come, for fhe was only in her ftays; Little Gun- 
nel run the gib-boom into a mufquito’s eye, for a wager of three 
glaffes of whifkey—fteady ! fteady!—and at the fign of the Seven 
Bells, a game of long bowls was played— 


; : Oakland, Confound me, if you know any more about it than the 
auor.’ 


Art. 55. Arrived at Port/meuth ! an Operatic Drama, in Two A&s: 
Performed at the Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. Written by 
the Author of Netley Abbey, &c. 8vo. 1s. Longman. 1794. 
Whatever praife may be due to this little drama muft be placed to 

the large credit account of Lord Howe’s memorable vitory over the 

French fleet, on the glorious First or June; the well-earn’d fame 

of which refounds through every page, and almoft every paragraph, 

and every long, of the prefent performance. No true-born Englith 

Critic 
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critic either can or will fee any imperfe€tion in the work of a poet who 

patriotically ufes his beft endeavours, however difficult the tafk, to de 

tuftice to a theme fo traly noble! We, therefore, cordially join with 
honelt Guanel, in his three hearty HuzzaHs!!! Vide the preceding 
article. 

Art. 56: Te Prodigal. A Dramatic Piece. As performed at the 
Theatre Royal, in the Hay-market, Dec. 2, 1793. 8vo. Is. 
Arrowfmuth, Crofby, &c. 1794. 

Mr. F. G. Waldron has here given an alteration of Mitchell’s 

‘ Fatal Extravagance,’ a pathethic little drama; of one act, written and 

acted about feventy years ago. ‘The prefent revivor of this piece has 

extended it to two acts, and has made the cataftrophe lefs tragic. Its 
objeét is to exhibit, in the moft frightful colours, the horrid confe- 
quences to which gaming, and thoughtlefs extravagance, tend to ex- 
pofe their infatuated votaries.. ‘The celebrated Mr. Aaroh Hill is ge- 
nerally fuppofed to have been the real author of the performance, 
although it was, on its firft appearance, given to the public under 
the name of Mitchell, who was a poet of fome note in his day, though 
not of the fv/# raie* ; and the compiler of the Biographica Dramatica 
obferves that it is accordingly printed in the collection of Mr. Hill’s 
rodudtions. ‘Ihe fame biographer likewife refers us, for the ground- 
work of Fatal Extravagance, to Shakefpeare’s York/bire Tragedy. 


NOVELS. 


Art. 57. The Royal Captives: a Fragment of Secret Hiftory, Co- 
pied from an old Manufcript. By Ann Yeariley. 12mo. 2 Vols. 
6s. fewed. Robinfons. 1795. 
The ftruggles of a powerful mind, to overcome the obftacles which 

refult from the want of early inftruétion, are fuch as ought to intereft 
every {pectator. if there be any individual whofe efforts demand aid 
in preference to thofe of others, it is the Being who fteadily labours to 
overcome thefe obftinate impediments. The reafon is evident: fuch 
perfons exert their vigour firit toobtain and afterward to communicate 
knowlege, On them the advice of the critic ought to be carefully and 
liberally beftowed, and the bounties of the public fhowered ; for, were 
this the practice, their difliculiies would quickly difappear. Unfor- 
tunately, it is not; and their mortifications are fuch as would deftroy 
minds of a les robuit texture. 

Of this defcription is Mrs. Yearfley. Nurtured in ignorance, yet 
eager to be informed ; bearing her milk-pail, and ftudying her alpha. 
bet; confined to the intercourle of the illiterate, while panting for the 
fociety of the wile; her {piris fighing at the profpeét in view, yet not 
yielding, but enduring neg'eét, and fhaking off defpondency ; we con- 
template ftrife like thts with lively emotions in favour of the combat- 
ant. The performauce before us demonftrates that the faccour of 
which Mrs. Yearfley was in need has been denied ; particularly that 
moft efiential part, a familiar commanication with that clafs of people 
which is generally the beX informed. On no other principles can we 
explain the ftriking contrait between the flrength of thought and the 





* Vide Cibber’s Lives of the Poets, vol. iv. p. 347. 
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sweaknefs of judgment, which fo perpetually obtrudes itfelf on the 
reader of the Royal Captives. The almoft continued inflation of the 
Avie, and the writer’s frequent power of exprefiion ; the crude and 
disjointed manner in which fhe has planned and purfued her ftory, 
with the occafional force difcovered in the incidents, in the characters 
which are delineated, and in the bold philofophy at which Mrs. Y. 
yims; are equally confpicuous. The _fa/idious critic will prefenily 
shrow down the book, in difguft; while he, who is more intimately 
acquainted with the powers of mind, will with that he had been pre- 
feut with her, while fhe was planning and writing it, to have aided 
her with hisadvice. Mrs. Y. has delighted in poetry ; and this pre- 
dileftion has occafioned her to ufe continual inverfions, and uncouth 
metaphors, in her profe; many of which are unfit for any {pecies of 
compofition, Of thiskind are ¢ he pointed my ftrong ideas’--* He held to 
my reafon the volume of the world’ —*1 panted to firike upen the eworld as 
a meritorious charaéter’ —* His perfuafive cloquence darted enthufiafns 
through my frame’—* Birds drode not their fong at my approach,’ &c. 
&e. 

The incidents are generally improbable ; not becaufe events more 
ftrange and incredible have not happened, but becaufe, in the writer’$ 
halte to produce great effects, fhe has neglefted the minutie which 
are neceflary for that purpofe. Every event, however great or grand, 
fiould fteal on the mind ; and, though unforefeen, when it has hap- 
pened, fhould feem as if ic could not have failed to happen: which can 
only be effected by a recital of the many {mall and intermediate events 
with which it is linked. From the fame miltake, there is a want of 
progreflion in the ftory.—-Having related one ftriking incident, which 
fhe has not pofleffed patience and judgment enough to prepare, fhe 
hurries forwards to another, and thus robs each of that force which 
fhe has been fo ardent to impart. 

With all thefe defeéts, and more, the woman of genius is feldom 
abfent. She is indeed too full of complaint, too apt to bewail inftead 
of obviating the evils of men, and too gloomy and difpiriting for the 
morality which we with to fee inculcated, The endeavour of every 
author ought to be to infpire fortitude. To teach complaint and de- 
{ponding refignation is the radical difeafe of fentimental mafters and 
miffes who write novels for the perufal of each other :—but the ftrong 
mind of Mrs. Yearfley ought to counteraét fuch imbecility. Wemuft 
not however forget that, afpiring to rank with the nobleit fpirits, and 
feeling herfelf almoft trodden down among the mott lowly, her phi- 
lofophy muit have been uncommonly found, had fhe not been perfuaded 
that fhe is very unfortunate. Her preface affords fufficient proofs of 
what her feelings are. —She fays ; 

‘ I love Fame, though I have only heard her whifpers; am fenfible 
fhe incites towards the wonderful, the great and good; and that au- 
thors, who affect to defpife her, are cowards, infincere, and guilty 
of profanation. Yet there is (a) vaft difference in [between] being 
her lover and her flave. For me, I confefs myfelf not deaf to, nor 
independent of the voice of the world; except in thofe enraptured mo- 
ments when bewitching fancy renders me infenfible to the real depend- 
encies of life. In poetry, [ am her flave; in profe, I with her to 
-be mine. In private forrow, fhe kas, through a gloomy pafiage of 
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twenty years, proved my enchanting friend. None may condemn 
me ; nature herfelf drew delufion in the defart where I was beloved 
by fancy, before I was alive to fame; and tafted more delight than J 
have fince found in the midft of proud fociety, where favour falls 
heavily on the heart from the hand of arrogance.— 

« One of my motives for publifhing the work unfinifhed, is, that 
the world may fpeak of me as I am, whilft I have power to hear. 
The clouds that hang over my fortunes intervene betiveen me and the 
public. TI inceffantly ftruggle to diflipate them, feel thofe ftruggles 
vain, and fhall drop in the effort.—This confolation [ thall, however, 
bear with me to the verge of life, that, to thofe who have guided me 
by the facred and Jambent flame of friendfhip, my memory will be 
dear; and that whilft malice feebly breathes, truth will boldy pro 
nounce.” 

The ftory of this work is taken from the tmpenetrable hiitory of 
the Man in the gron Ma/*, Jappoted twin-brother of Louts XIV, whom 
Mrs. Y. has formed into a huiband and a father; relating the adven- 
tures of dim, his wife, and his /ox, principally in the perfon of the 
latter. 

If the reader of thefe volumes has thought before, they will lead 
him to think again. They will ferprize thofe who delight in the mar- 
vellous, and will be acceptable to fuch as weep over the calamities to 
which royalty is fubje&t. Thofe who buy books will much more fre- 
quently buy worfe than better; and thofe who love to encourage an 
enterprizing and, however aba‘hed and fubdued, no vulgar {pirit, will 
not think their money ill beflowed. 

Hole. 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
Art. 58. The Statizical Account of Scotland. Drawn up from the 

Communications of the Mainitfters of different Parifhes. By Sir 

ohn Sinclair, Bart. 8vo. Vols. VIJi—XUI. 2]. 5s. Boards. 

tdinburgh printed, by Creech; and fold in London by Cadell and 

Davies, &c, 1794. 

In our Review, New Series, vol. viii. p.285, we gave an account 
of the firft two volumes of this curious and uleful work; including a 
{pecimen of the manner in which the plan has been executed ; and in 
our xiuith vol. p. 431, our readers will find a farther account of Sir 
John Sinclair’s publication, vols, HI.—VII. both inclufive; attended 
with fuitable extracts. 

We think that the public are under great obligations to the patriotic 
editor, for bringing forwards fo extraordinary and valuable a mafs of 
national information, refpecting the topographical, natural, and civil 
hiltory of the great northern divifion of our ifland.—In a work of this 
kind, produced by fo unexampled a variety of pens, from unconneé- 
ed writers *, there muft, in courfe, be a great diverfity of manner, 
and unequal degreesvof .diterary merit: but we have had the fatisfac- 
tion of obferving much-to commend in the greater part of thefe fati- 
tical productions: in which, intelligence, judgment, and even enter- 








* The number of parifhes defcribed in thefe fix volumes is about 
235-——It is probable that not fewer, but rather a greater number, are 
comprized in the feven preceding volumes :—which are not, at pree 
fent, before us. , 
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teinment 2nd inftruétion are happily (and perhaps, to many readers, 
yuexpefediy) wnited. a 

It is to be hoped that the accomplifiment of this important under- 
taking will proceed with the fame fuccefs which has, thus far, attend- 


ed its progrefs. 

Art. 59. A Revisaw of fome of the Political Events whith have happened 
in Manchefer, during the laft five Years: Being a Sequel to the 
«¢ Trial ® of Thomas Walker, and Others, for a Confpiracy to over- 
throw the Conftitution and Goverament of t4:s Country, and to aid 
and aflitt the French, &c.’? By Thomas Walker. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1794- : 

Mr. Walker himfelf fhall review this pamphlet. No man better 
anderftands the fubjet; and he feems, as far as we can Judge, to have 
very fairly reported its merits, in the preface. 

He begins by obferving that, ‘ fince the events of the following 
narrative, Mefirs. Hardy, Tooke, Bonney, Kyd, Joyce, Holcroft, 
Thelwall, Richter, and Baxter, have been indiéted and acquitted of 
high treafon. ‘The offence laid to their charge was of the fame na- 
ture with that imputed to Meffrs. Jackfon, Paul, Collier, myfeif, and 
others; the difference of the two cafes, was, that in the one, a con- 
(piracy was the crime alleged; in the other, it was the means, by 
which the fuppofed crime of high treafon was to have been effeéted.—. 
Both thefe charges have fallen to the ground. The enquiry, I trutt, 
will produce much good upon the public mind; and, fo far, will 
cumpenfate the defendants for the anxicty, ill-treatment, and injurious 
expence, which they have fuftained.’ 

Whether there be in law any precife definition of what is called a 
cox/piracy, Mr. W. fays he has not yet been able to learn: but, from 
the practice obferved on thefe trials, he deems it, of all others, a 
{pecies of accufation the mof to be dreaded by an Englifhman; and 
for this opinion, he affigns the following reafons : 

« The evidence permitted to be given appeared to confift of every 
thing done, written, or {fpoken, at any time, or place, or by any per- 
{ons whatever, who, by the ingenuity of the crown lawyers, could be 
connected with the defign of which the parties ftood accufed. For 
inftance, fappofe a member of a political fociety votes againft any 
political motion, and that he is in a minority: the queftion is, of 
courfe, carried againft his opinion, as being the aét of the fociety at 
large; the refult is, that fuch member may be tried for his life, on 
this very at, which he has endeavoured to prevent. 

* In-anfwer, I know, it may be faid, that a defendant bas only to call 
she other perfons that were prefent, in explanation of his condu& ; which 
is all very true and plaufible, provided he knows before-hand the 
ume, and place, and nature of the faft alleged. Bur if, as in the cafe 
of the gentlemen above mentioned, the evidence is to begin for years 
before the day of trial, their papers feized, and themfelves imprifon- 
ed, the chance of a defence is doubtful indeed; as witnefles may be 
dead, or may have left the kingdom, or may have forgotten every cir- 
cumitance in quettion, not thinking, at the time it happened, they 
fould ever be called to give an account of it.’ 
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* See Review for Augult, 17945 Art. 36. 
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Mr. W. proceeds to animadvert on the delay of juitice, in the 
ra@tice of our law courts; which he confiders as a ftill more siricus 
caufe of complaint: but for his remarks on this head we mutt refer to 
his book, as well as for what he obferves with refpect to other fimilar 
topics. With regard to his own,—well-known,—attachment to the 
reat caufe of Rerorm, he obferves that he is flill willing to hope that 
this caufe is at this moment, as it has been for feveral years, progref- 
five; becaufe, as he conceives, * the intereft and honour of England, 
as a nation, are deeply concerned in its accomplifhinent.’——— ¢ Should 
this, (he adds,) be attended with fuccefs, even in the laft period of my 
life, 1 fhall look with fatisfa&tion on the injuries which have been at- 
tempted againft my perfon, my family, and my property, confider- 
ing, that the failure of thofe attempts may have had fome fhare in 
promoting the general benefit. But were it poflible that, at the ap- 
proach of the nineteenth century, the people of England fhould have 
totally abandoned their national characier, and, conveying the poifon 
of corruption to their own lips, fhould fit down tamely under an efta- 
blifhed defpotifm, thofe few who have endeavoured to prevent fo 
deadly a calamity, will, at Jeaft, have the confolation ‘* that as men 
employ the talents God has given them here, they fhali accordingly 
receive their reward at the clofe of the day, when their jun fhall iet, 
and when night fhall put an end to their Jabours.”” 

With refpect to the general contents of this large pamphlet, (of 
161 pages,) they conifift, cclletively, of refolutions, declarations, ad. 
vertifements, letters, addreffes, &c. &c. of various political focieties 
and clubs relative to the fubje&t of parliamentary reform; and to the 
Manchetter riots, which appear to equal, if not to exceed the atrocities 
of the ever memorable Birmingham mobs.—On the whole, it is a 
curious coilection of narratives, vouchers, and other authentic mate- 
tials, relative to a very important and highly interefting fubje&. 


Art. 60. Literary and Critical Remarks, on fundry eminent Divines and 
Philojephers cf the laft and prefent Age. Particularly Raleigh, Cud- 
worth, Hobbes, Locke, Newton, Bolingbroke, Shaftfbury, Bithop 
Butler, Dr. Blair, Dr. Gregory, Bifhop Porteus, Dr. Johnfon, 
Bifhop Uiurd, Mrs. M. Graham, Dr. Priettley, &c. Combining 
Obfervations on Religion and Government, the French Revolution, 
&c. with an Appendix, containing a Short Differtation on the Ex- 
iftence, Nature, and Extent of the Prophetic Powers of the Human 
Mind, with Examples of feveral eminent Prophecies, of what is now 
acting, and foon to be fulfiiled upon the great Theatre of Europe. 

, Particularly thofe of Bifhop Newton, Baron Swedenbourg, Daniel 
Defoe, Drs. Prieflley, Goldfmith, Smollet, &c. 8vo. pp. 48g. 
63. Boards. Crofby. 1795. 

There are certain fundamental qualifications, which the public has 
an unquettionable right to expect in every writer who afflumes the cha- 
racter of acritic. He, for example, who takes upon him to cenfure 
or to commend the opinions of others, ought to have fome clear and 
fertled opinions af bis own; he who prefumes to pafs his judgment on 
doétrines and fyftems fhould before-hand take care to underftand 
them ; he who fets himfelf up as a judge of ftyle thould at leat beable 
to write corre@ly. Without fear of incurring: the charge of arro- 
cance, or of vanity, we readily acknowleve the reafonablenefs of thefe 
expectations 
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expeiations with refpeé to us, as Reviewers 5 and we deem ourfelves 
obliged, in dury, to make them our rule of judging, whenever our 
ofiice calls us to fpeak of the critical talents of others. We mutt 
therefore honeltly and plainly declare, with regard to the prefent work, 
that the author appears to us to be in all reipeéts unequal to the tafk 
which he has undertaken. ; 

In the courfe of his lucubrations, this critic touches on a great variety 
of {ubjects, theological, metaphy fical, political, and philological : but fo 
thick a mift of obicurity hangs over his {peculations, and fo deititute 
are they of harmony and confiftency, that we cannot fuppofe him to 
have attentively ftudied the various fubjects on which he treats. At 
pne time, he declaims againft myftery and the Athanafian creed ; at 
another, he feems to admit a Trinity in the divine Nature, and even 
refers the Platonic Triad to divine revelation. He inveighs bit- 
terly againft materialifm, and Dr. Prieftley; yet he fpeaks of the fub- 
fiance of the Divine Nature as fyftematically one, but infinitely divi- 
fible. In politics, he declaims againit defpotifm, arillocracy, and 
Mr. Burke; yet he prefumes to affert that liberty has often brought 
England to the brink of deftruétion, and to afk whether Englifh- 
men are happier than the fubjeéts of arbitrary hag sen 

With refpect to this writer’s fyftem of philofophy, fome conjecture 
may be furmed from his notion concerning dreams, fairies, and ap- 
paritions. He accounts for dreams by fuppofing them the immediate 
effect of {piritual agency; and he declares, on Ais foul, that he, who is 
unable to compofe a good tune, has heard or feemed to hear in his fleep 
much fine mufic, of * higher mood’ than he has ever heard when awake. 
« As to the opinions, ({ays he,) of other kinds of invifible Beings, by 
whatever name denominated, I have, in a field of my own, feen, and 
fhewn to others, various rings on the grafs, as true as if drawn with 
the compais.’ As to ghofts that perambulate churchyards at the dead 
of night, in defiance of the ridicule of felf-fufficient fciolifts, he be- 
lieves that /ach things are; he even avers that he lately heard a youn 
gentleman folemnly declare that he twice faw, at the foot of his bed, 
for five minutes each time, the apparition of a horfe which he had 
abuied, and heard it groan thrice. | 

We mutt add a few {pecimens of this /iterary and critical remarker’s 
powers of criticifm and tafte in philology ;—and, firlt, a few of his bold 
jiroxes of general character. ‘ Locke is not a great favourite with 
me, and Lord Shaftefbury is not entirely to my tafte.’—* Locke, a 
plaufible difleminator of ail metaphyfical abominations.’—* If Dr. 
Priefley is not out of his mind, his mind is doubtlefs out of him.’—* Dr. 
King wrote a book to account for the origin of evil whilft he denied 
urs exiflence! King of fools!’---¢ Mrs. Macaulay Graham is unable, 
poor geutlewoman, to write a quarter of a page without contradiétion 
or ambiguity :’—* but few expect in a woman any deeper waters than 
a trout flream.’ 

Next for a curious example, or two, of concife criticifm.—Dr. 
Blair’s Scrmons, vol.i., ferm. 14. € is an excellent one, if it did not 
verge fomewhat to Mandevilianifm and predettination.’ Bifhop Por- 
teus’s sermons, No. vil. ¢ I fhall fet down the text only, Titus, ii. 6. 
y oung men likewife exhort to be fober minded.’ This ftyle of criticifin 
reminds us of the Spectator’s very laconic correfpondent Bob Short. 
Some- 
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Sometimes the author takes a rather larger compafs. Tor example ; 
On Dr. Blair’s oblervation, that the very ‘words which will be pro- 
nounced in the day of judgment are recited,-- Come ye blefled, &c. 
his remark is: * This I cannot but confider as abfurd, unlefs our au- 
thor had informed us of the Ianguage in which it will be fpoken.’— 

We will now dilplay fome of the author’s curious phrafeology : —*‘ to 
expunge knaves and fools from the face of ete rnity :’—* an intermediate 
condition of things, between Contiagenry and human freedom on one 
fide, and prefcience and neceffity on the other :’—* Sterne’s produc- 
tion is fo ad: ‘fultory and precarious, as well as affeéted, t hat the reader 
is continually eluded ai ad difappointed. ’ Dr. Blair’s third volume 
* engages with 2 natural fruplicity cf elevation, combined with an 
ampluude of conception and with eloquence ; is enamelled with choice 
cf words, elegance of taite in the conipofition, and fele€lion and ape 
plication of texts, and concludes <with an apex cf /aleninity.’ 

Laftly, we tha!l exhibit a few intlances of falle grammar; * tem- 
porary refidence fcr: to have been require ed ;” p. 67. — happinefs or 
snifery depend ;? p. 6g —* the reconcilement sae the moderate Opi- 
pieus of men to the doctrines of chriltianity are nice and dificult ;— 
* were the adive afition m men of genius, ie ther the fervants of 
God or not, to refive? that precious endowment back to the fountain 
whe ence it was derived, doubtlefs they cannot offer a more grateful 
tribute. 

After having produced thefe vouchers of the author’s critical 
abilities, it 1s fearcely voerth while to inform our readers, that the 
fermons of Bifhop Butler, Dr. Gregory, Mr. Taylor (or Dr. Johnfon), 
and Dr. Blair, Bish Op Hard’ 8 Dialogues, Mrs. Macaulay Graham’s 
Letters on Education, and Dr. Pricitley’s Difquifitions, are the prin- 
cipal works here delcribed. he reft of the divines and philofo- 
phers, mentioned in the title, are curforily noticed, ‘The appendix 
contains a colleftion of prof. neces, the fulfilment of many of which 

may be expected, by the credu/ous, to happen even in the time of per- 
fons now living. Among other materials of this fort, we find a re- 

markable paper, faid to have been written by the late Dr. Smollet, 
not long before his death, in a private letter to a friend. 1.— Concerning 
the authenticity of this paper, our opinion has been afked by a corre- 
Spondent, who figns his letter ** An old and conitant Reader.”? It is 
impofible for us to give any judgment as tothe geruinenefs of the ar- 





ticle in queilion. ‘There is little in it unworthy of the ingenious 


Do&tor’s literary character: but he cannct be faid to have given his 
opini ms on the /igns cf the times then a before him, as pro- 
phecies. Any man, fa capable as Dr. Smollet of fhrewd obfervation, 
might have predicted, as he did, from natural caufes, the revolutions 
that have fince taken place i in America and France. 


Art. 61. Objervations on the Emigration of Dr. Fofeph Pri ‘efiley, and on 
the beoel Addrefles delivered to him on his Arrival at New York. 
8vo. pp.63. 1s. 6d. Reprinted for Stockdale, London. 1794. 
Frequently as we have d:fered in opinion from Dr. Prieftley, we 

Should thirk it an act of injuftice to his merit not to fay that the nu- 

merous and important fervices which he has rendered to {cience, and 

the unequivocal proofs which he has given of at leaft honeft intentions 
towards the caufe of religion and chriltianity, ovght to have protected 
him 


— 
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him from fuch grofs infults as are poured on him in this pamphlet.—Of 
the author’s literary talents, we fhall fay but little: the phrafes erring 
down to count the coft; the rights of man the greatelt bore in nature ; 
and the appellation of rigmarole ramble given to a correct fentence of 
Dr. Priettley, which the author attempts to criticize; may ferve as 
foecimens of his language. ‘The pitiiul attempt at wit, in his vulgar 
f:ble of the pitcher haranguing the pans and jordans, will gain him 
tittle credit as a writer, with readers of elegant taite. No cenfure, 
however, can be too fevere for a writer who fuffers the rancour of 
party {pirit to carry him fo far beyond the bounds of juttice, truth, 
and decency, as to fpeak of Dr. Prieftley asa man who is an admirer 
of the maflacres of France, and who would have wiihed to fee the town 
of Birmingham, like that of Lyons, razed, and all its induitrious and 
loyal inhabitants butchered: as a man whole conduct proves that he 
has either an underitanding little fuperior to that of an ideot, or the 
heart of a Marat: in fhort, as 2 man who fled into banifhment co- 
vered with the univer/al detefation of his countrymen. The {pirit, 
which could diate fuch outrageous abuic, mult difgrace any indivie 
dual and any party. 

We have no doubt that London has the honour of being the native 
place of this produétion ; although it is pretended, at the bottom of the 
title-page, that it was originally printed at Philadelphia. 


Art. 62. La Souriciere. The Moufe Trap. A facetious and fenti- 
mental Excurfion through Part of Auitrian Flanders and France. 
By Timothy Touchit, Eiq. 1zmo. 2 Vols. 6s. Boards. Parfons. 
1794. 

Very flimfy and very licentious; incapable of doing good, and cal- 
culated to do evil. 

SINGLE SERMONS, 

Art. 63. 4 Fa? Sermon, preached Feb. 28, 1794. By Richard Wea- 
ver, Author of an Expofition of the Church Catechifin, Curate of 
Draycot-Cerne, Wilts, and Matter of the Academy at Chippen- 
ham. §vo. 1s. Baldwin. 

The great object of many falt-fermons, which were publifhed during 
the laft year, was to amimate us to ufe our bett exertions in a vigorous 
profecution of the war; and this is likewife the main purport of the 
prefent difcourfe. ‘ Be unanimous,’ fays the preacher, in the con- 
cluding fentence, ‘ and refolute in the fupport of our gracious So- 
vereign; and by defpifing the wicked infinuations of thofe who would 
promote infurrection for the fake of plunder, fuffer no internal conr- 
motions Or divifions to weaken your efforts againit a common and mo/? 
snveterate enemy.’ : 

Certainly we ought to do our utmoft, and ftrain every nerve, in the 
defence of our country againft every enemy, foreign or domettic: but 
we truft that there were none, among Mr. W.’s hearers, in the Joyal 
county of Wilts, who could poflibly be fo depraved as to lend a fa- 
vourable ear to wretches who would promote infurreétion for the fake 
of plunder. Such atrocity could only be imagined of a London mob, 
compoied of pick-pockets, foot-pads, and houfe-breakers, So good 
awriter as Mr. W. might have been deemed fuperior to fuch uhre- 
iirained fallies. 
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Art. 64. Reli odous Fear of God, and faithful Allegiance to our King, tte 
commended, trom the Precepts and Examples of our Saviour and his 
Apottles. Preached at feveral Places in July 1794. By the Rev. 
Richard Weaver, Mafter of Chippenham Academy. $vo. 1s. 
Brooke and Macklin, Cheapfide. ; 

From the precepts * Fear God; honour the king,’ taken in con- 
nection, the author of this fermon inculcates loyalty as a religious 
duty; not, however, on the antient high notion of the divine right of 
kings, but merely on the ground that God permits kings to rcign, 
and magiitrates to bear authority under them, for preferving that or- 
der and fubordination without which fociety could not exift. With re- 
fpeét to prefent politics, the author falls into the common error of 
miftakine diffatistaction with the proceedings of adminiftration, for 
difaffeétion toward the Biitith conititution and government; and he 
charges thofe, who with for a change of meafures, &c. as promoters of 
fedition, who conceal a dagger in their bofoms for the deitruétion of 
their country. Idle fafpicions and iihberal reflections of this kind, 
which have of late been too frequent, by exciting and fpreading falfe 
alarms and groundlefs jealoulies, are exceedingly injurious to the come 
munity, as well as to individuals. BK, 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

*,* We muft terminate our correfpondence with Mr. Hefle: he 
may reft affured that we had no other motive than a love of truth for 
pointing out five or fix of the errors in his book. We are very ready 
to inform our readers that he declares the grammatical blunder, noticed 
by usin pages of his introduction, to have been an error of the prefs; 
and that he has flhewn the correction of page it7 to be proper. As 
to the other particulars, we retain our opinion; and we think that he 
has abundant, reafon to be fatisfied with our having faid that ‘* his 
vocabulary is a convenient felection, and that his phrafes are adapted 








to their object.” “ 
+++ C P. lays too much ftrefs, in the inf noes to which he adverts, 
on the difference between author and editor. ‘The title of the work 
in queftion fafficiently prevents any mittake or delufion. 

t§t We are obliged to A. Z. for his remarks, to which we hal! 
attend. 
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it {| ‘The letter of our friendly grammarian J.B. J. dated 23 1794, 
was duly received: The notice to J. B. was for another correfpondent; 
and though we have not had, and particularly have not wocv, leifure to 
anfwer J. B.J.’s communications at length, they are before us, and are 
not neglected. We are convinced, however, that it will be impoffible 
tor us always to attend to the orthographical niceties which he difcuffes. 
‘The variety and temporary nature of our labours are infuperable bars 
in this reipeét. 





§$t§ Letters from O. P. Clericus, Sc. &c. remain for confideration. 
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